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The  Reception  Mr.  Wilkeses  Letters  have  met 

•with,  on  their  feparate  Appearance,  has  induced  one 

of  his  fincereft  Friends  to  prefent  the  Public  nvifh  an 

entire  Collediion  of  them,  as  a  lafting  Monument  of  the 

refolute  Stand  ?nade  for  Liberty,  againft  Mitiiftcrial 

OppreJJion  and  Tyranny,  and  of  the  unparalleled  ill 

Vfage  of  the  Author  ;  in  a  Country  too,  fa?ned  for 

Freedom  fro?n  the  earliejl  Records  of  Time  ! — This 

is  a  Prefent  vjhich  he  7nakes  no  doubt  vjill  be  ancll 

received  by  his  Friends  in  particular,  and  be  no  lefs 

\ 

agreeable  to  the  Lovers  of  the  Britifo  Confitution  in 
general  j  and  no  fuch,  he  really  believes,  can  ever  be 
Enemies  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

The  EditoPs  ref  ding  a  fevj  Miles  from  the  Prefs, 
vjill,  dis  hoped,  be  an  Excufe  voith  the  Candid  for 
the  fevj  Errors  that  may  occur. 


A  COMPLETE  COLLECTION 


o  F 
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Mr.  Seeker  prefents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 

^Vilkes,  he  has  been  three  times  at  his 
houfe  to  wait  on  him  from  Lord  Talbot. 
Mr.  Seeker  would  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Wilkes  to  let 
him  know  by  a  note  direded  to  him  at  Mr.  HoL 
ford’s  St.  James’s  Palace,  where  and  what  time  Mr. 
Seeker  couid  fpeak  to  him  this  afternoon.  If  he 
does  not  hear  from  Mr.  Wilkes,  will  wait  on  him 
by  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  at  his  houfe. 

Sept.  lo.  half  an  hour  pad  two  o’clock. 

Lireacd  to  John  Wilkes,  Efq; 


Mr.  Wilkes’s  compliments  to  Mr.  Seeker,  was 
‘  not  acquainted  till  this  minute  by  his  note’,  that 
Mr.  Seeker  had  once  called  in  Great  George- 
Itreet,  Ihall  be  at  home  from  feven  till  eight  this 
evening,  and  as  Mr.  Wilkes  iliall  be  alone,  he 
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‘  fuppofes  at  this  meeting  Mr.  Seeker  will  bring 
no  company.’ 

Friday  afternoon, 

Great George-ftreet,  Five,  Sept.  lo. 

DireBed  to  Mr.  Seeker,  at  Mr.  Kolford’s  St. 

James’s  Palace. 

‘  Mr.  Seeker’s  compliments  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  he 
*•  will  wait  on  him  alone  this  evening  between  fe- 

*  ven  and  eio-ht.’ 

O 

St.  James’s. 

Dire  died  to 

John  Wilkes,  Efq; 

S  I  R, 

*  As  I  have  received  no  anfwer  to  a  letter  T  wrote 
‘  to  you  on  the  25  th  of  Augufl,  and  find  by  fend- 

*  ing  to  your  houfe  in  town  that  1  can  have  no  im- 

‘  mediate  opportunity  of  feeing  you,  I  am  forced 
‘  again  by  a  letter  to  afe  if  you  avow  or  difclaim 
‘  being  author  of  the  paper  entitled  the  North  Bri- 
‘  ton  of  the  2 ill  of  Augull.’  Talbot. 

Bolton-llreet.  Diredled  to 

Sept.  10,  1762.  CoL.  Wilkes. 

Great  George-llreet,  Friday,  Sept.  10. 
‘  My  Lord, 

‘  I  beg  your  Lordfhip  to  do  me  the  jullice  to  be- 
‘  lieve  that  I  have  never  yet  received  the  letter  to 

*  me  at  Wincheder,  which  A4r.  Seeker  tells  me 


.  ’S/ 
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*  was  fent  there  a  fortnight  ago.  I  have  iuft  now 

O  O  V 

‘  the  honour  of  your  Lordlhip’s  by  that  gentleman. 
*■  Your  Lordfhip  afks  if  I  avow  or  difclaiin  being 
‘  author  of  the  paper  entitled  the  North  Briton  of 
‘  the  2iil  of  Augulh  My  anfvver  is,  that  I  mull 
‘  firll  infill  on  knowing  your  Lordlhip’s  right  to 
‘  catechife  me  about  an  anonymous  paper.  If 
‘  your  Lordlhip  is  not  fatisficd  with  this,  I  fliall 
‘  ever  be  ready  to  give  your  Lordlhip  any  other  hi- 
‘  tisfacTion  becoming  me  as  a  gentleman.’ 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  l.ordfhip’s  moil  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

DireSled  to  J  o  h  n  W  i  l  k  e  s . 

Earl  Talbot. 
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Wincheller,  Sept,  1762. 

My  Lord, 

‘  I  left  Wincheller,  with  Lord  EHingham’s  leave, 
on  the  fecond  of  Augull,  and  did  not  return  to 
this  city  till  the  12th  of  this  month.  My  drum- 
major  brought  me  your  Lordlhin’s  letter  ycdcr- 
day.  J  now  return  it  with  the  feal  unbrokc,  as 
the  clearcil  demon llratlon  that  I  never  have  read 
the  contents  of  it.  I  fuppofe  they  are  the  fame  with 

B  2 
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the  letter  I  had  the  J  onour  of  receiving  and 

‘  fvvering  by  Mr.  Seeker.’ 


1  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lorafhip’s  mod;  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Cclcd  to  Tr'u^’^  \U 

POHN  VVILKES. 

Earl  Talbot. 


< 


S  I  R, 

‘  I  fuppofe  you  have  by  this  time  found  the  let¬ 
ter  I  wrote  direaed  to  you  at  Winchefier,  and 
that  hath  acquainted  you  why  I  addreded  myfelf 
to  Mr.  Wilkes,  to  enquire  if  the  North  Briton  of 
the  2 id:  of  Augulf  was  written  by  him.  I  well 
know  every  gentleman  who  contributes  to  fup- 
port  periodical  papers  by  his  pen,  is  not  anfwer- 
abiC  for  all  the  papers  that  appear  under  the  title 
of  that  which  he  adids,  but  I  cannot  conceive 
that  any  man  fhould  refufe  to  affure  a  perfon  who 
hath  been  tlieobjea  of  the  wit  of  any  paper,  that 
he^  was  not  the  author  of  a  paper  he  did  not 
wjite.  Every  man^s  fenfe  of  honour  ought  to 
direfl  his  conduft,  it  you  prefer  a  perfonal  en¬ 
gagement  to  the  denying  being  the  author  of  a 
paper  that  hath  been  fo  free  wiiji  my  name ;  I 
who  am  publicly  adronted  by  that  paper,  cannot 
in  honour  avoid  requiring  the  fatisfaftion  you  feem 
mod  defirous  to  give.  Be  pleafed  to  write  or 

fend  to  me  as  foon  as  you  have  determined  what 
part  you  will  aa.  I  lhall  be  in  London  Thurf- 


t  5  ) 

^  day  and  Friday  next,  and  this  day  fc’nnicht,  af- 
‘  ter  which  I  fhall  not  be  in  London  till  Thunuay 
*  the  23d.’ 

I  am,  Sir, 

Youriiumblc  fervant, 

T  A  L  E  o  T  . 

Folton-ftreet  Direfled  to 

Sept.  12,  1762.  Col.  Wilkes, 

Winclielccr. 


Winchefter,  Sept.  16,  1762. 

My  Lord, 

‘  I  had  not  till  yeilerday  the  honour  of  your 

*  Lordlhip’s  letter  of  the  1 2th,  and  embrace  this 
^  earliell  opportunity  of  acknowledging  it.  Your 
‘  Lordfhip  has  not  yet,  in  my  poor  idea,  afcer- 
‘  tained  the  right  you  claim  of  interrogating  me 
^  about  the  paper  of  the  2 ill  of  Augufl,  and  I  will 
‘  firft  know  the  very  good  authority  on  which  I 
‘  am  thus  queflioned,  before  I  will  return  any  an- 

*  fvver  w'hatever. 

‘  Your  Lordfhip  defircs  me  to  write  or  fend  to 
‘  you  as  foon  as  I  have  determined  what  part  1  lhall 
‘  aft.  I  intended  my  firft  letter  Ihould  have  made 
‘  that  fufficiently  clear. ^ 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordlhip’s  very  humbic  ferv^ant, 

DireSled  to  J  0  n  n  W  i  l  k.  e  s  . 

Earl  Talbot. 

C  > 
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S  I  R, 

‘  I  have  this  inftant  received  your’s  of  the  i6th, 

‘  It  is  your  own  declaration  before  men  of  truth 

« 

‘  and  honour  that  you  occafionally  affifled  the  pa- 
‘  per  called  the  North  Briton  with  your  pen,  that 
‘  is  the  foundation  of  my  interrogating  you  about 
‘  the  North  Briton  of  the  2iil  of  Auguil — and 
‘  whatever  may  be  your  idea,  mine  is  that  when  a 
‘  gentleman  owns  himfelf  an  occafional  author  of 
‘  an  anonymous  fatyrical  paper,  any  perfon  by 
‘  name  ridiculed  in  fuch  an  hebdomadal  perform- 
‘  ance  hath  a  right  to  alk  the  occafional  avowed 
‘  writer,  if  he  was  the  author  of  the  offending 
*■  paper. 

‘  You  may  now,  Sir,  anfwer  my  quefclon  or  not, 

*  I  have  offered  to  put  myfelf  upon  that  fc  oting 
‘  with  you  that  became  a  man  who  hath  fpirit,  and 
‘  is  influenced  by  honour — if  you  do  not  deny  the 
‘  paper  1  mufl;  and  will  conclude  you  wrote  it.’ 

^  Your  humble  fervant, 

Talbot, 

Boiton-flreet,  Dire^ed  to 

Sept.  17,  1762.  '  Col.  Wilkes. 

Winchefler,  Sept.  21,  1762. 

My  Lord, 

‘  Sunday’s  poll  brought  me  your  Lordfltip’s  of 
•*  the  17th,  and  by  the  return  of  it  this  waits  ou 
‘  your  Lordfliip. 


(  r  ) 

‘  You  are  plcafed  to  fay  that  it  is  my  own  dc- 
‘  claration  before  men  of  truth  and  honour  that  I 
‘  occafionally  aflidcd  the  paper  called  the  North 
‘  Briton.  I  wifli  your  Lorddiip  had  been  more  ex- 
‘  plicit,  and  had  mentioned  the  name  of  any  one 
*  crcntieman  before  whom  i  had  made  that  dccla- 

O 

<  ration.  V/as  it  made  in  public  ?  or  was  it  in  pri- 
‘  vute  converfation  ^  Still  I  have  the  misfortune 
‘  of  not  yet  feeing  vour  LordOiip's  right  of  putting 
‘  the  queflion  to  me  about  the  paper  of  the  21ft  of 
‘  Auguft,  and  hill  I  do,  I  will  never  refolvc  your 
‘  I.ordHiip  on  that  head,  though  I  would  any  friend 
‘  I  have  in  tlie  world,  who  had  the  curiofity  ot 
‘  aficing  me,  if  it  was  in  a  civil  manner. 

‘  Your  Lordfliip  fays  that  if  I  do  not  deny  the 
‘  paper,  you  mull;  and  will  conclude  I  wrote  it. 

‘  Your  Lordfhip  has  my  free  confent  to  make  any 
^  concbifions  you  think  proper,  whether  tlicy  are 
‘  well  or  ill  grounded  ;  and  I  feel  the  mofi;  perfect 
‘  indirference  about  what  they  are,  or  the  confc- 
‘  quences  of  them. 

‘  I  intend  at  prefent  to  make  a  tour  on  Thurf- 

day  to  tlie  IHe  of  Wight.  I  fliall  return  to  this 
‘  city  the  beginning  of  the  next-week.’ 

1  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  Lordlhip’s 

moil  humble  fervant, 

'DireSied t9  John  V/ilkes.- 
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SIR,  Windieiler,  Sept.  30,  1762. 

cifc  L-  f  '"’POrtant  queliion  to  the  pre¬ 

fixed  it"  If'L  preyed 'J  “‘'1' 
fieenth;  Uv  ft 

caft  your  eye  over  thofe  preceding,  becaufe  I  an 
prehend  they  will  juflify  an  obfefyation  or  Uvo  ^ 
made  this  morning,  when  I  had  the  honour  of 
paying  my  compliments  to  you  at  camp. 

e‘ai5  u"'  I '  -d 

the  Re/r-  m'eniiig  at  Tilbury’s 

^  d  Lion  at  Baglhot,  and  on  Wednefday 
morning  will  play  this  duet  with  his  Lordlhip. 

It  IS  a  real  fatisfaftion  to  me  that  his  Lordlhin 
IS  to  be  accompanied  by  a  gentleman  of  Colonel 
Berkeley  s  worth  and  honour. 

who  ^7i'' '  1^  d^Jivered  to  you  by  my  adjutant, 

who  attends  me  to  Baglhot.  I  lhall  not  brin^ 
any  feivant  with  me,  from  the  fear  of  any  of 
the  parties  being  known.  My  piftols  only,  or 
ordrnip’s,  at  his  option,  /hall  decide  this 

point. 


^  ‘  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  return  me  the  let¬ 
ters,  as  I  mean  to  leai'e  Winchefter  this  even- 
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‘  ing.  I  have  Lord  Bruce’s  leave  of  abfence  for 
‘  ten  days/ 

I  am,  with  fincere  regard,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

JoHxN  Wilkes. 

I  hope  that  we  may  make  a  pavtic  cuayvis  for 
fupper  on  Tuefday  at  Bagiliot. 

Direded  to  Colonel  Berkeley. 

S  I  R, 

‘  I  have  read  all  the  letters  and  ihall  depend 
‘  upon  the  pleafure  of  fupping  with  you  at  Tillm- 
*  ry  s  the  Red  Rion  at  BagHiot  Tuefday  evening. 

‘  My  fervant  will  attend  me,  as  the  going  alone 
‘  would  give  room  for  fufpicion,  but  you  may  de-* 
‘  pend  upon  his  following  your  diredlion  at  Bag- 
fhot,  and  that  he  fliail  not  be  feen  where  you 
‘  would  not  have  him — I  am  much  obliged  by 
*■  your  favourable  opinion,  and  am, 

/  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

N.  Berkeley, 

Camp  near  Winchefter, 

Sept.  30,  1762, 

‘  Inclofed  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  Mr. 
Stanley  this  afternoon.  [It  related  to  the  taking 
the  Havannah.] 

Direaa  to  Colonel  Wilkes. 


[To  tliefe  letters  we  fliall  fubjoin  the  following 
paper,  as  it  alfo  relates  to  the  North  Briton.] 

^^Earl  Temple,  Oa.  5,  i;62. 

Red  Lion  at  Bagfhot,  Tuerday, 

-v/r  ^  ten  at  night. 

My  Lord,  "" 

“  1  had  the  honour  Ox^  tranfmitting  to  your  Lord- 
ftip  copies  of  feven  letters,  which  palTed  between 
Lord  Talbot  and  me.  As  the  affair  is  now  over, 
I  cnclofe  an  original  copy  of  Col.  Berkeley’s,  with 
a  copy  of  mine  previous  to  it,  which  fixed  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  our  meeting,  and  therefore  remained  a 

fecret,  very  facredly  kept  by  the  four  perfons  con- 
cerned. 

I  came  here  at  three  this  afternoon,  and  about 
£ve  I  was  told,  that  Lord  Talbot  and  Colonel 
Berkeley  were  in  thehoufe.  Lord  Talbot  had  been 
here  at  one,  and  was  gone  again,  leaving  a  mef- 
fage,  howe\'er,  that  he  would  foon  return.  I  had 
continued  in  the  room  where  I  v\^s  at  my  firh  com¬ 
ing,  for  fear  of  raifing  any  fufpicion.  I  fent  a 
compliment  to  Colonel  Berkeley,  and  that  I  wifli- 
ed  to  fee  Itim.  He  was  fo  obliging  to  come  to  me 
direftly.  1  told  him  that  I  fuppofed  we  were  to  fup 
together  >vnh  Lord  Talbot,  whom  I  was  ready  to 
attend,  beeam-e  a  private  gentleman,  and  that 
he  and  Mr.  Harris,  [Mr.  Wilkes’s  Adjutant]  as 
our  feconds,  wciud  fettle  the  bufinefs  of  the  next 
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morning,  according  to  my  letter  to  him  from  Win- 
chefter,  and  his  anfwer.  Berkeley  faid,  that  hiff 
Lordfriip  defiredto  finilh  the  bufine/s  immediately. 

I  replied,  that  tlie  ap'pointment  was  to  fup  toge¬ 
ther  that  evening,  and  to  fight  in  tlie  morning, 
that  in  confequence  of  fuch  an  arrangement,  1  had, 
like  an  idle  man  of  pleafure,  put  off  fome  bufincfr 
of  real  importance,  which  I  meant  to  fettle  before 
I  went  to  bed.  I  added,  that  I  was  come  from 
Mednenham  Abbey,  where  the  jovial  Menks  cf  St. 
FrajKis  had  kept  me  up  till  four  in  the  morning, 
that  the  world  would  therefore  conclude  that  I  was 
drunk,  and  form  no  favourable  opinion  of  his  Lord- 
ffiip  from  a  duel  at  fuch  a  time,  that  it  more  be¬ 
came  us  both  to  take  a  cool  hour  of  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  as  early  a  one  as  was  agreeable  to  his  Lord- 
fliip.  Berkeley  faid,  that  he  had  undertaken  to 
bring  us  together,  and,  as  we  were  both  now  at 
Bagfhot,  he  would  leave  us  to  fettle  our  own  buh- 
nefs.  He  then  afked  me,  if  I  would  go  with  him 
to  his  Lordfhip.  I  faid  I  would  any  moment  he 
pleafed.  We  went  diredlly  with  my  adjutant. 

1  found  his  Lordfhip  in  an  agony  of  paffion.  He 
faid,  that  I  had  injured,  that  I  had  infulted  him, 
that  he  was  not  ufed  to  be  injured,  or  infulted  : 
What  did  I  mean  ?  Did  I,  or  did  I  not,  write  the 

North  Briton  cf  Auguft  the  2\ft,  which  affronted 

*  See  the  North  Briton,  No.  12,  at  the  end  of 
this  volume. 
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h;,^honou'r?  p  would  know;  he  infilled  on  a  di- 
reu  anAver :  here  were  his  piftols.  I  replied,  that 
he  would  foon  ufe  them,  that  I  defired  to  know 
hy  what  rigut  Ms  Lordlhip  catechifed  me  about  a 
p-pc,,  vvmc.i  urn  not  bear  my  name  ;  that  I  Ihouid 

never  reiolve  him  that  queftion,  till  he  made  out 

the  right  of  putting  u  ;  and  that  if  I  could  have 
entertained  any  other  idea,  I  «,as  too  well  bred  to 
have  pven  his  Lordhiip  and  Colonel  Herkeley  the 
trouble  of  coming  to  Bagfnot.  I  obferved,  that  I 

was  a  private  Englifn  gentleman,  perfeaiy  free  and 

independent,  which  I  held  to  be  a  charafler  of  the 
higheft  dignity ;  that  I  obeyed  with  pleafure  a  gra- 
emus  Sovereign,  but  would  never  fubmit  to  the  ar- 
bitrary  diaates  cf  a  fellow  fubjefe,  a  Lord  Stew¬ 
ard  of  his  Piounioid  ;  my  feperior  indeed  in  rank 
ortune,  and  abilities,  bat  my  equal  only  in  ho¬ 
nour,  courage,  and  liberty.  His  Lordlhip  then 
alked  me,  if  I  wouid  fight  him  that  eveniim.  I 
faid,  that  r  picfcrrcd  the  next  morning,  as  i^  had 
been  fettled  before,  and  gave  my  reafons.  His 
Lordfli.p  replied,  that  he  infilled  on  finifhin^  the 
affair  immediately.  I  told  him  that  I  Ihould'verv 
oon  be  ready,  that  I  did  not  mean  to  quit  him, 
but  would  abfolutely  firft  fettle  feme  Important  bu- 
finefs  relative  to  the  education  of  an  only  daugh¬ 
ter,  whom  I  tenderly  loved,  that  it  would  take'up 
but  a  very  little  time,  and  I  wouid  immediately 
after  decide  the  afiair  in  any  way  he  cliofe,  for  had 
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brought  both  fword  and  pidols.  I  rung  the  bell  for 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  defiring  his  Lordfhip  to  con¬ 
ceal  his  pikols,  that  they  might  not  be  feen  by  the 
waiter.  He  foon  after  became  half  frantic,  and 
made  ufe  of  a  thoufand  indecent  exprelTions,  that  I 
fhould  be  hanged,  dainned,  &c.  I  faid,  that  I  was 
not  to  be  frighted,  nor  in  the  lead  afFe(^ed,  by 
fuch  violence  ;  that  God  had  given  me  a  firmnefs 
and  fpirit,  equal  to  his  Lordlhip’s,  or  any  man’s  ; 
that  cool  courage  fhould  always  mark  me,  and  that 
it  would  be  feen  how  well  bottomed  I  was. 

“  After  the  waiter  had  brought  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  I  propofed  that  the  door  of  the  room  might 
be  locked,  and  not  opened,  till  our  bufmefs  was 
decided.  His  Lordfnip  on  this  proportion  became 
quite  outrageous,  declared  that  this  was  meer  but¬ 
chery,  and  that  Iwas  a  wretch,  who  fought  his  life. 
J  reminded  him,  that  I  came  there  on  a  point  of 
honour,  to  give  his  Lordfhip  fatisfaedion  ;  that  I 
mentioned  the  circumllance  of  locking  the  door 
only  to  prevent  all  pcfhbility  of  interruption,  and 
thatl  wouldin  every  circumkance  be  governed,  not 
by  the  turbulence  of  the  mod  violent  temper  I  had 
ever  feen,  but  by  the  calm  determinations  of  our 
two  feconds,  to  whom  1  implicitly  fubmitted.  His 
Lordfhip  then  afked  me,  if  I  would  deny  the  pa- 
'per.  I  anfwered,  that  I  neither  would  own,  nor 
deny  if;  if  I  furvived  I  would  afterwards  declare, 
not  before.  Soon  after  he  grew  a  little  cooler,  and 
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in  a  foothing  turn  of  voice  faid,  I  have  never,  I- 
believe,  offended  Mr.  Wilkes ;  why  has  he  attack¬ 
ed  me .?  he  muft  be  forry  to  fee  me  unhappy.  I  aflc- 
ed,  upon  what  grounds  his  Lordlhip  imputed  the 
paper  to  me.?  that  Mr.  Wilkes  would  juhify  any 
paper  to  which  he  had  put  his  name,  and  would 
equally  affert  the  privilege  of  not  giving  any  an- 
fwer  whatever  about  a  paper  which  he  had  not ; 
that  this  was  my  undoubted  right,  which  I  was 
ready  to  feal  with  my  blood.  He  then  faid  he  ad¬ 
mired  me  exceedingly,  really  loved  me,  but  I  was 
an  unareountable  animal— fuch  parts  !  but  would 
I  kill  him  who  had  never  offended  me  .?  &c.  &c.  &c. 

We  had  after  this  a  good  deal  of  converfatioii 
about  the  Bucks  Militia,  and  the  day  his  Lordfliip 
catne  to  fee  us  on  IVycombc  Heath,  before  I  was  Co¬ 
lonel.  He  foon  after  flamed  out  again,  and  faid  to 
me,  you  are  a  murderer,  you  want  to  kill  me,  but 
I  am  fure  I  ihall  kill  you,  I  know  .1  /hall,  hi  God. 
If  you  will  fight,  if  you  kill  me,  I  hope  you  will 
be  hanged.  I  know  you  will.  I  alked,  if  I  was  firft 
to  be  killed,  and  afterwards  hanged ;  that  I  knew 
his  Lordlhip  fought  me  with  the  King’s  pardon  in 
his  pocket,  and  I  fought  him  with  a  halter  about 
my  neck  ;  that  I  would  fight  him  for  all  that,  and 
if  he  fell  I  fliould  not  tarry  here  a  moment  for  the 
tender  mercies  of  fuch  a  Minillry,  but  would  di- 
lef/ly  proceed  to  the  next  /cage,  where  my  valet 
de  chambre  waited  for  me,  and/rom  thence  I  would 
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ifiake  the  beft  of  my  way  to  France,  as  men  of  ho¬ 
nour  were  fure  of  protection  in  that  kingdom.  Me 
feemed  much  affedled  by  this.  He  then  told  me, 
that  I  w^as  an  unbeliever,  and  wiflied  to  be  killed. 

I  could  not  help  fmiling  at  this,  and  obferved  that 
we  did  not  meet  at  Baglhot  to  fettle  articles  of 
faith,  but  points  of  honour  ;  that  indeed  I  had  no 
fear  of  dying,  but  I  enjoyed  life  as  much  as  any 
man  in  it ;  that  I  was  as  little  fubje^l  to  be  gloomy, 
or  even  peevilh,  as  any  Englilhman  whatever  ;  that 
I  valued  life,  and  the  fair  enjoyments  of  it  fomuch, 

I  would  never  quit  it  by  my  own  confent,  except 
on  a  call  of  honour. 

“  I  then  wrote  a  letterio  your  Lordfliip,  refped- 
ing  the  education  of  Mifs  Wilkes,  and  gave  you 
my  poor  thanks  for  the  fleady  friendfhip,  with 
which  you  have  fo  many  years  honoured  me.  Co¬ 
lonel  Berkeley  took  the  care  of  the  letter,  and  I 
have  fincedcfired  him  to  fend  it  to  Stowe,  for  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  heart  at  fuch  a  moment  arc  beyond 
all  politics,  and  indeed  every  thing  elfe,  but  fuch 
virtue  as  Lord  Temple’s. 

“  When  I  had  fcaled  my  letter,  I  told  his  Lord- 
/hip  I  was  entirely  at  his  fervicc,  and  I  again  de- 
fired  that  we  might  decide  the  affair  in  the  room, 
becaufe  there  could  not  be  a  polTibility  of  interrup¬ 
tion;  but  he  was  quite  inexorable.  Fie  then  afkedme 
how  many  times  we  fliould  fire  ?  1  fuid,  that  I  left 
it  to  his  choice  ;  I  had  brought  a  flafk  of  powder. 
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and  a  bag  of  bullets.  Our  feconds  then  cfiargecT 
thepiftols,  which  my  Adjutant  had  brought.  They 
were  large  hone  pidols.  It  was  that  we  Ihould  fire 
at  the  word  of  command,  to  be  given  by  one  of 
our  feconds.  ^  They  tofi'ed  up,  and  it  fell  to  my 
Adjutant  to  give  the  word.  We  then  left  the  inn, 
and-  walked  to  a  garden  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
houfe.  ^  It  was  near  feven,  and  the  moon  (hone 
very  bright.  We  Hood  about  eight  yards  dillant, 
and  agreed  not  to  turn  round  before  we  fired,  but 
to  continue  facing  each  other.  Harris  gave  the 
word.  Both  our  fires  were  in  very  exafl  time,  but 
neither  took  effefl.  I  walked  up  immediately  to  his 
Lordfliip,  and  told  him  that  now  I  av-o'wed  the  pa¬ 
per.  His  Lordfhip  paid  me  the  highe.d  encomil 
urns  on  my  Cjeurage,  and  faid  he  would  declare 
ci-ery  where  that  I  was  the  noblefi  fellow  God  had 
ever  made.  He  then  defired,  that  we  might  notv 
be  good  friends,  and  retire  to  the  inn  to  drink  a 
bottle  of  claret  together,  which  we  did  with  great 
good  humour  and  much  laugh.  His  Lordihip  af¬ 
terwards  went  to  Windfor,  Colonel  Berkeley  and. 
my  Adjutant  to  Winchefter,  and  I  continue  here 
till  to-morrow  morning,  waiting  the  return  of  my 
valet  de  chambre,  to  whom  I  have  fent  a  melTen- 
gtr.  Berkeley  told  me,  that  he  was  grieved  for  his 
Lord(hip  and  pafiion,  and  admired  my  courage 

and  coolnefs  beyond  Ids  fartheft  idea ;  that  was  his 
cxprellion. 


(  '7  ) 

I  have  a  million  of  other  particulars  to  relate, 
but  I  blulli  already  at  the  length  of  this  letter. 
Your  Lordiliip  will  foon  fee  Colonel  Berkeley,  and 
I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  pay  my  devoirs  at  Stowe. 
I  intend  to  be  at  Aylefbury  quarter  felTions  by 
Thurfday  dinner. 

“  My  mod  refpeclful  compliments  aKvays  attend 
Lady  1  emple.” 

1  am  ever,  my  dear  Lord, 

Your  I.ordlhip’s  very  devoted, 

And  obedient  humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes. 

\The  follon.mng  are  the  papers  relating  to  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Wilkes  and  the  \fh  Kiunhcr  of  the  North 
Briton.] 

M  A  G  N  A  C  H  A  R  T  A, 

% 

Cap.  29. 


fuO,  Vel  LIBERTATIEUS,  Vcl  LiBERIS  CONSUL- 
TUDiNiEus  suis,  aut  utlagctcr,  aut  exulct,  aut 
all  quo  modo  defruaiiir.  Nec  fuper  cum  ihunus,  nec 
Jvper  eu?n  mittemus  nifi  per  legale  judicium  parium 
fuorum,  vel  per  legem  Terra: d' 

No  freeman  rnay  he  apprehended  or  i mpri fined ^ 
dijfeified  freehold,  oi*  liberties  or  free 

C 
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As  the  apprehenfion  and  commitment  of  John 
"Vv  likes,  Eiq;  member  of  parliament,  to  the  Tower, 
mull  have  raifed  tlic  curiofity  of  many  people,  to 
know  the  circumdances  attending  it,  the  following 
detail  of  fimple  fafls  (upon  which  every  reader  will 
make  his  own  comments)  cannot  be  unfeafonable, 

and  are  pcrnaps  abfolutely  neccifary  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  public. 

On  Saturday  the  30th  of  April  1763,  early  in 
theforencon,  three  of  his  majedy’s  meiTengers,  by 
viitue  of  a  warrant  from  the  fecretary  of  date, 
feized  on  the  perfon  of  the  faid  John  Wilkes,  Efq; 

member  cr  parliament  ;  of  which  warrant  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  true  copy. 

George  Montague  Dunk  earl  of  Halifax 

L*  S.  vifcoiint  unbury  and  baron  Halifax  one 

• 

of  the  lords  of  his  majedy’s  mod  honcur- 
able  privy  council  lieutenant  general  of 
his  majedy’s  forces  and  principal  fecre¬ 
tary  of  date. 

Thefe  are  in  his  majedy’s  name  to  authorize 
and  require  you  (taking  a  condable  to  your 
•iiiidanccj  to  make  drict  and  diligent  fearch 
for  the  authors  printers  and  piibliihers  of  afe- 
diticus  and  treadmable  paper  intitled  the  North 
cu s  roMs,  or  be  oiitlawcu  cr  banidied,  ^ojije 

dejiroyed.  ^v'dl  pafs  upen  him,  nor  condemn 

him,  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of  Ids  peers,  cr 
hy  the  la-zv  of  the  lancL 
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Brifon  Number  XLVSatui-day  April  23  1763 
printed  for  G.  Kearfly  in  Ludgate  Street  Lon¬ 
don  and  them  or  any  of  them  having  found  to 
apprehend  and  feize  together  with  their  papers 
and  to  bring  in  fafe  cuftody  before  me  to  be 
examined  concerning  the  premifes  and  further 
dealt  with  according  to  law  And  in  the  due 
execution  thereof  all  mayors  Iheriffs  juliiccs 
of  the  peace  condables  and  all  other  his  ma- 
jefly’s  ofiicers  civil  and  military  and  loving 
fubjefts  whom  it  may  concern  aro  to  be  aid¬ 
ing  and  alTilling  to  you  as  there  lhall  be  occa- 
fion  and  for  fo  doing  this  fnall  be  your  war¬ 
rant  Given  at  St.  James’s  the  twenty-fixth 
day  of  April  in  the  third  year  of  Ins  maj elly’i 
reign 

ftgned 

directed  to  Dunk  Halifax 

Nathan  Carrington  John  Money 
James  Watfon  and  Robert  Blackmorc 
Four  of  his  majedy’s  meffengers  in  ordinary 

N.  B.  The  officers  had  a  ^jerbal  order  to  put  this 
warrant  in  execution  by  entering  forcibly  into  the 
houfe  of  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  member  of  parliament, 
at  midnight ;  and  thofe  ofiicers  are  now  tlircatencd 
with  the  lofs  of  their  places  for  not  complying  with 
fuch infirudions. 

On  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  member  of 

parliament,  being  in  cullody,  a  motion  was  made 

C  2 
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in  the  court  of  common  picas  then  fitting  in  Weft- 
minfter  Hall,  for  a  Habeas-Corpus,  which  was 
gmnted  ,  though  by  reafon  of  the  Prothonotory’s 
office  not  being  open,  fuch  Habeas-Corpus  could 
not  be  fued  out 'till  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Several  gentlemen,  friends  and  acquaintance  of 
the  faid  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  member  of  parliament, 
applied  for  admittance  into  his  houfe,  which  was 
then  peremptorily  refufed  by  a  f  retended  from 
the  fecretary  of  date ;  which  order,  though  re- 

peatedly  requefted,  was  not  or  could  not  be  pro- 
duced. 

As  no  proper  or  legal  authority  appeared  to  coun¬ 
tenance  fuch  refufal,  the  gentlemen  thought  them- 
felves  no  ways  obliged  to  obey  the  a^erbal  com¬ 
mands  of  officers  afling  only  under  a  ^verbal  au- 
tho-ity;  and  entered  accordingly  without  further 
fjuellion  or  moleilation  from  thoje  officers. 

IVIr.  W  ood,  the  deputy  fecretary  of  date,  being 
fent  for,  demanded  the  reafon  of  fuch  forcibU  en¬ 
try  :  it  was  replied  that  force  had  been  ufed, 
and  that  the  gentlemen  thought  themfelves  legally 
judifiedin  what  they  had  done. 

Soon  after  this  (whether  fent  for  or  not,  does 
not  appear)  Philip  Carteret  Webb,  Efq;  folicitor 
to  the  treafury,  carnc  into  the  room,  and  fome 
private  converfation  between  him  and  Mr.  Wood 
having  palled,  the  latter  affied,  if  any  gentleman 
then  prelent  jvouid  attend  or  inljpevd  the  officers 
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while  they  were  fealing  up  all  paper5  in  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Wilkes ;  or  ufed  words  to  that  or  the  like 
cfTedl. 

Mr.  Wilkes  having  declined  accepting  of  the 
like  offer,  no  perfon  then  prefent  thought  himfclf 
authorized  to  take  upon  him  fuch  infpeflion. 

Notwithftanding  it  was  known,  that  the  court 
of  common  pleas  had  granted  an  Habeas-Corpus, 
of  which  facl:,  Philip  Carteret  Webb,  Efq;‘foIici- 
tor  to  the  treafury,  at  that  time  at  Lord  Halifax’s, 
was  then  well  allured ;  yet  was  the  faid  John 
Wilkes,  Efq;  member  of  parliament,  committed 


to  the  Tower  of  London. 

His  folicitor  and  one  of  his  council,  foon  after 
they  heard  of  fuch  commitment,  went  to  the  Tower 
in  order  to  confult  with  the  faid  John  Wilkes,  about 
the  legal  methods  to  be  purfued  for  Ids  cnlar»-"c- 
ment,  but  were  denied  admittance;  Major  Ranf- 
ford  informing  them,  thathehad  received  Wrrr  from 
the  fecreiary  of  fate.,  not  to  admit  a7iy  perfon  n.vbat- 
foe'very  to  fpeak  with  or  fee  the  faid  John  Wilkes : 
and  further  informed  them,  that  he  had  jull  befor« 
refufed  the  right  honourable  the  carl  Temple  fuch 
admittance. 


On  Sunday,  May  the  firk,  the  fame  gentlemen 
between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one,  called  again 
upon  Major  Ransford,  on  the  fame  occafion  ;  but 
were  again  denied  admittance,  as  were  foon  after 

3 
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l^iany  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  the  frll  difllnc- 
tion,  and  Mr.  Wilkes’s  own  brother. 

After  fuch  denial,  Mr.  Wilkes’s  folicitor  de¬ 
manded  of  the  Major  a  copy  of  the  warrant,  under 
which  Mr.  Wilkes  was  committed  to  the  Tower ; 
which  was  readily  granted  by  the  Major,  and  of' 
w  hich  the  following  is  a  true  copy. 

Charles  earl  of  Egremont  and  George 
Dunk  earl  of  Halifax  lords  of  his  maje- 

fty’s  mod:  honourable  privy  council  and 
principal  fecretaries  of  date. 

Thefe  are  in  his  maj-edy’s  name  to  authorize 
and  require  you  to  receive  into  your  cudody 
the  body  of  John  Wilkes,  efq;  herewith  fent 
you  for  being  the  author  and  publifner  of  a 
mod  infamous  and  feditious  libel  intitled  the 
North  Briton  numiber  45  tending  to  indam.e 
the  minds  and  alienate  the  affedions  of  the 
people,  from  his  majedy  and  to  excite  them 
to  traiterous  infurrections  againd  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  keep  him  fafe  and  clofe  until  he 
lhall  be  delivered  by  due  courfe  of  law,  and’ 
for  fo  doing  this  lhall  be  your  warrant.  Given 
at  St.  James’s  the  3cth  day  of  April  1763  in 
the  third  year  of  his  majedy ’s  reign. 

Jigned 

Egremont  L.  S. 

Dunk  Halifax  L.  Sw 


r  ^  j  y 

To  the  light  hon.  John  Lord  Berkley 
of  Strattom  conftable  of  his  majciiy’s 
T'ower  of  London,  or  to  the  lieutenant 
of  the  faid  Tower  or  his  deputy. 

Philip  Carteret  VvTbb,  efq;  folicitor  to  tlie  trea- 
fury,  then  being  prefent  in  the  faid  Major  Ranf- 
fofd’s  room,  Mr.  Wilkes’s  council  and  folicitor  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  faid  Mr.  Webb  for  admittance  to  the 
faid  Mr.  Wilkes. 

Philip  Carteret  Webb,  efq;  defired  Major  Pvanf- 
ford  to  allow  fuch  admittance,  which  he  woulJ  in¬ 
demnify  ;  the  Major,  with  a  fpirit  becoming  a 
good  officer,  replied,  he  could  not  difobey  orders. 

Philip  Carteret  Webb,  efq;  rcanfwered,  he  be¬ 
lieved  there  muft  have  been  a  miiiake  in  the  or¬ 
ders,  and  that,  if  either  of  the  fecretaries  of  llate 
were  in  town,  he  would  apply  to  them,  and  ob¬ 
tain  fuch  admittance  as  aforelaid,  and  that  he 
would  either  fend  or  bring  an  order  for  fuch  admit¬ 
tance  in  the  afternoon. 

Upon  this  affiertion,  the  faid  Mr.  Wilkes’s  coun¬ 
cil  and  folicitor  between  eight  and  nine  o’clock  in 
the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  again  went  to  the 
Tower  and  applied  for  admittance  as  aforefaid. 
The  Major  having  received  no  inllrudlions  from  ei¬ 
ther  the  fecretaries  of  date,  or  Philip  Carteret 
Webb,  efq;  refufed  as  before. 

On  the  morning  of  Monday,  th.e  fecond  of  May, 
the  court  of  common  pleas  ordered  a  return  to  their 
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writ  ofIIabcas-Corpu5,whic,h  return  not"then  an- 

pearmg  to  the  court  to  be  fufficient,  the  court  or- 
<!ercd,  that  the  faid  return  fhould  not  at  prefent  be 
ded ;  but  upon  motion  granted  another  Habeas- 
Corjxis  direaed  to  the  conftable  and  fo  forth  of 
the  Tower  of  London. 

Mr.  Wilkes’s  folicitorand  council  the  fame  day, 
between  the  hours  of  two  and  three,  again  went 
to  tbe  Tower,  and  made  application  to  Major  Ranf- 
fcrd  for  admittance  to  the  faid  John  Wilkes,  efq- 
ut  were  refufed  fuch  admittance.  Major  Ransford’ 
declaring  that  he  received  no  orders  from  either  of 
the  fecretaries  of  Hate  to  that  purpofe.  There  ap¬ 
peared  upon  the  table  of  the  faid  Major  Ransford 
a  written  order  for  him  to  take  down  the  names 

of  all  perfons  applying  for  admittance  to  Colonel- 
Wilkes. 

MAGNA  EST  VERITAS. 


Orders  ijjued  hy  the  lieutenant  go-vernor  of  the  To-iver 
re/pealng  the  detention  of  John  IVilkes,  Efq-, 

‘  1  hat  the  warders  appointed  to  keep  a  clofc 
‘  prifoner,  fhall  not  prefume  to  leave  him  for  a 
‘  moment  alone,  either  night  or  day,  or  to  change 
their  duty,  with  other  warders,  but  by  psarticu- 

‘  lar  leave  or  order  from  the  conftable,  lieutenant, 

deputy  lieutenant,  or  in  their  abfence  the  major 
^  of  the  Tower, 
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•  They  are  to  permit  no  perfon  to  have  aclmit- 
‘  tance  into  the  room  he  is  confined  in,  or  to  fpeak 
‘  to  him,  but  by  particular  order  brought  them  by 
‘  the  Major,  or  gentleman  gaoler.’ 

The  Major  had  likewife  a  written  order,  to  take 
dow'n  the  names  of  all  perfons  who  applied  for  ad¬ 
mittance  to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

On  the  morning  of  Tuefday  May  3,  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas,  Weftminfler,  where  he  made  the  following 
fpcech. 

‘  I  FEEL  myfelf  happy  to  be  at  lafl  brought 

*  before  a  court,  and  before  judges,  whofe  cha- 
‘  radleriflic  is  the  love  of  liberty.  I  have  many 
‘  humble  thanks  to  return  for  the  immediate  order 
‘  you  were  pleafed  to  iffue,  to  give  me  an-oppor- 
‘  tunity  of  laying  my  grievances  before  you. 

‘  They  are  of  a  kind  hitherto  unparalleled  in  this 
*■  free  country,  and  I  truft  the  confequcnccs  will 

*  teach  miniflers  of  fcottifh  and  arbitrary  principles 
‘  that  the  liberty  of  an  Englifh  fubjedl  is  not  to  be 
"  fported  away  with  impunity,  in  this  cruel  and 
‘  defpotic  manner. 

‘  I  am  accufed  of  being  the  author  of  tbe  North 
‘  Briton,  No.  45.  I  fhall  only  remark  upon  that 
‘  paper  that  it  takes  all  load  of  accufation  from 

*  the  facred  name  of  a  prince,  whofe  family  I  love 
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•  and  honour  as  the  glorious  defenders  of  the  caufc- 
‘  ami'abr  -  fo 

‘  Zed  /''f :  that  he  is  de- 

^  0  hold  high  minifterial  offices  in  government;, 

‘  upon  m!-  themfelves. 

‘  ever  h^  Z  of  this  paper,  who- 

.  r"  I  ttonllitutional  prin- 

.  Ae  reverfe,  and  is  tL’e- 

‘  the  fuppofed  author,  meant  to  be  per- 

.  f  tt^otdingly.  The  particular  cruelties  of ' 

^  ^  y  treatment,  worfe  than  if  [  had  been  a  fcot- 
^  J  1  rebel,  this  court  will  hear,  and  I  dare  fay 
fiom  your  juilicein  due  time  redrefs.  ^ 

.  ‘  ^  ttiay  perhaps  fill  have  the  means  left  me  to 

<  7lZT'“-  They  may  indeed  have  Lt. 

‘  tin  tuat  when  they  found  corrup- 

tion  could  not  prevail,  perfecution  might  inti 

^  -cate.  I  will  ffiew  myfelf  fuperior  to  both. 

^  y  papers  have  been  feized,  perhaps  with  a  hope 
‘  to  deprive  me  of  that  proof  of  their 

•  poffibiv  in  '^Wch  it  may 

^  pombiy,  in  a  proper  place,  be  yet  in  my  povi 

He  then  pleaded  by  his  council,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Giynn,  for  his  difeharge,  alledging  that  his  com- 
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mitment  was  not  valid.  The  debate  lafled  from 
eleven  o’clock  till  a  quarter  paft  two  ;  when  af¬ 
ter  feveral  learned  arguments  on  both  fides,  he  was 
remanded  back  to  the  Tower  ;  and  his  friends  had, 
for  the  firft  time,  the  opportunity  of  accefs  to  him. 

At  his  departure  from  the  hall,  the  acclamations 
of  the  people  were,  Liberty  !  Liberty  !  V/ilkes  for 
ever,  and  no  excife  I  The  court  then  adjourned  to 
Friday  the  6th  of  May,  at  which  time  he  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  brought  up  again,  that  the  affair  might, 
be  finally  determined. 

Mis  friends  now  had  the  liberty  of  vifiting  him  ; 
and  perhaps  no  prifoner  in  the  Tower  of  London 
ever  before,  was  attended  by  fuch  an  illuflrious  train 
of  vifitors. 

During  this  refpite  his  majefly  was  pleafed  to 
iffue  orders  to  lord  Egremont,  to  remove  him  from 
his  poft  of  colonel  in  the  militia  of  the  county  of 
Buckingham,  which  was  fignified  to  him  in  the  ^ 
following  letter. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Egremont  to  the' 

Earl  Temple. 

My  Lord, 

THE  king  having  judged  it  improper,  that  John 
Wilkes,  efq;  fhould  any  longer  continue  to  be  co¬ 
lonel  of  the  militia  for  the  county  of  Buckingham, 
I  am  commanded  to  fignify  his  majefly ’s  pleafure  t© 


ceflary  ’fo/'dTT^  forthwith  give  the  ne- 
hcerin  the  ^r.  Wilkes,  as  an  of- 

hanu  "  county  of  Bucking- 

I  am  with  refpedt, 

Lord, 

Vour  lordfhip’s  moft  obedient 
Whitehall  hutnblefervant, 

May,  4,  ,763.  EcReMONT. 

^0  the  earl  Temple. 


Letter the  eerrl  Tentplc  ..  John  Wilkes,  e/y; 
AT  my  return  laH  night  from  the  Tower  I  re- 

«tved  the  inclofed  letter  from  the  earl  o/rgre- 

the, em  lign, lied,  you  will  pkafe  to  obferve  that 

ment  m  command,  endeared  to.  the  whole  corps 
i  am,  Sir,  ^  * 

Tour  mod  obedient, 

And  moll  humble  fervant, 

Tempcj., 


Pall  Mall, 
May  5,  ,763 


Toljohn  Wilkes,  efej; 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Wilkes,  efq\  to  the  earl 


I'emple. 


My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  this  moment  the  honour  of  your  lord- 
fhip’s.  letter,  fignifying  his  majefly’s  commands  that 
I  fhould  no  lonecr  continue  colonel  of  the  militia 

O 

for  the  county  of  Buckingham.  1  have  only  to 
return  your  lordfhip  my  warmeft  thanks  for  the 
fpirit  and  zeal  you  have  fliewn  in  the  fupport  of 
that  conditutional  meafure  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning.  Your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  remember,  that 
I  was  amongft  the  foremoft  who  offered  their  fer- 
vices  to  their  country  at  that  crifis.  Buckingham  is 
fenfible,  and  has  always  acknowledged,  that  no 
man  but  your  lordfhip  could  have  given  fuccefs  to 
that  meafure  in  our  inland  county.  I  am  proud 
of  the  teftimony  your  lordfliip  is  pleafed  to  give 
me,  and  am  happy,  in  thefe  days  of  peace,  to  leav^e 
fo  excellent  a  corps  in  that  perfedl  harmony,  which 
has  from  the  beginning  fubfided. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  unfeigned  refpeft, 
My  Lord, 


T  ower, 
May  5,  1763. 


Your  lordfhip’s  mofl  obedient, 
and  mofl  humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes, 

To  the  earl  Temple, 
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Favorem. 


'plus  et  Crudclis  ]\id.{c2irA\is  efl 
non  favet. 


On  Friday  the  6th  of 


brought  up  from  die  Tower  to  the 
mon  picas,  where  (as  foon  as  the  co: 
he  mane  the  following  fpeeoh  i 


‘  My  Lords, 

‘  R  be  it  from  mO  to  regret  that  I  have  paffed 
‘  fo  many  more  days  in  captivity,  as  it  wiil  have 
‘  aiiorded  you  an  opportunity  of  doing  upon  ma- 
tuie  reflection,  and  repeated  examination,  the 
more  iigna]  juflice  to  my  country.  The  li- 
‘  berty  of  all  peers  and  gentlemen,  and  what 
‘  touches  me  more  fenfibly,  that  of  all  the  middling' 
‘  and  inferior  fet  of  people,  who  Hand  moft  in 
‘  need  of  protedion,  is  in  my  cafe  this  day  to  be 
finally  decided  upon  :  a  quedion  of  fuch  impor¬ 
tance  as  to  determine  at  once,  whether  Engliih 
‘  liberty  be  a  reality  or  a  lhadow.'  Your  owji 
‘  freeborn  hearts  will  feel  with  indignation  and 
‘  compaifion  all  tliat  load  of  oppreflion  under  which 
I  have  fo  long  laboured.  Clofe  imprifonment, 

‘  the  eftea  of  premeditated  malice  ;  all  accefs  for 
‘  more  than  two  days  denied  to  me ;  my  houfe 
ranfacked  and  plundered  j  my  moll  private  and 
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<  fecret  concerns  divulged  ;  every  vile  and  malig- 
‘  nant  infinuation  even  of  high  treafon  itfelf,  no 
‘  Icfs  induftrioufly  than  falfcly  circulated,  by  my 
‘  cruel  and  implacable  enemifs,  too-ethcr  with  all 
‘  the  various  infolencc  of  olficc,  form  but  a  part  of 
^  my  unexampled  ill  U'eatment.  Such  inhuman 
‘  principles  of  har-chaniber  tyranny,  will,  I  trufl, 

<  by  this  court,  upon  this  folemn  occafion,  be 
*  finally  extirpated,  and  henceforth  every  innocent 
‘  man,  however  poor  and  unfupported,  may  hope 

<  to  deep  in  peace  and  fecurity  in  his  own  houfe., 

‘  unviolatcd  by  king’s  meffengers,  and  the  arbi- 
‘  trary  mandates  of  an  overbearing  fccrctary  of 

date. 

‘  I  will  no  longer  delay  your  judicc.  The  na- 
‘  tion  is  impatient  to  hear,  nor  can  be  fafe  or  liap- 
^  py  till  that  is  obtained.  If  the  fame  pcrfecution  is 
‘  after  all  to  carry  me  before  another  court,  I  hope  I 
‘  dtall  find  that  the  genuine  fpirit  of  Mao-na  Char- 
‘  ta,  that  glorious  inheritance,  that  didinguifh- 
‘  ing  charaaeridic  of  Englifhmen,  is  as  reli^ioufly 
‘  revered  there^  as  I  know  it  is  here,  by  the  great 
^  perfonages,  before  whom  I  have  now  the  hap- 
‘  pinefs  to  dand  j  and  (as  in  tlie  ever-memorable 
cafe  of  the  iynprijoned  biJJ^ops )  an  independent  jury 
‘  of  free-born  Englifhmen  that  will  pcrfid  to  de¬ 
termine  my  fate,  as  in  confcience  bound,  upon 

<  conditutional  principles,  by  a  verdia  of  or 
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•  net  guilty.  I  alk  no  more  at  the  hands  of 

*  countrymen.^ 


After  which  the  court  proceeded  to  give  their 
opinion :  and  Mr.  Wilkes  was  ordered  to  be  dif- 
charged.  He  then  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  court 
in  the  words  following  : 

‘  My  Lords, 

‘  GREAT  as  my  joy  muft  naturally  be  at  the 
*  decifion  S'tXdizXi  this  court,  with  a  true  fpirit  of  li~ 

‘  berty,  has  been  pdeafed  to  make  concerning  the 
^  unnsjarr  ant  able  feizure  of  my  perfon]  and  all  the 
other  confequential  grievances,  allow  me  to  af- 
^  fure  you  that  I  feel  it  far  lefs  fenfibly 
‘  account,  than  Tdo  for  the  public.  The  fufferinas 
‘  of  an  individual  are  a  infiing  ohjea,  when  com- 
‘  pared  with  the  avhole,  and  I  fhould  bliilh  to  feel 
‘  for  myfclfm  comparifon  with  confiderations  of  a 
nature  fo  tranfcendently  fuperior , 

I  will  not  trouble  you  wuth  my  poor  thanks. 
Thanks  are  due  to  you  from  the  whole  Englijh 
*  nation,  and  from  all  the  fubjeds  of  the  Englifi 
crown.  They  will  be  paid  you,  together  with 
‘  every  tedimony  of  zeal  and  affection  to  thelearn- 
‘  edferjeant,  *  who  has  fo  ably  and  fo  confitution- 
‘  ally  pleaded  my  caufe,  and  in  mine  (with  plea- 
‘  fure  I  fay  it)  the  caufe  of  liberty.  Every  tedimony 


*  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn, 
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‘  of  my  gratitude  is  juftly  due  and  I  take 

‘  leave  of  /h's  court  with  a  veneration  and  refpecl, 
‘  which  no  time  can  obliterate,  nor  can  the  moil 
‘  grateful  heart  fufficiently  exprefs.’ 

V/hen  Mr.  Wilkes  had  ended,  the  audience 
burll  into  an  uni^erjal  j7ocuty  which  was  often  re¬ 
peated.  IVIr.  V/ilkes  ilaid  feme  time  in  a  room  ad¬ 
joining  to  the  court,  in  expedation  that  the  crowd 
would  difperfe:  at  lafl,  finding  that  it  continually 
encreafed,  he  went  out  of  the  back  door  of  tha 
common  pleas,  and  was  received  bv  a  prodigious 
multitude  of  people  who  attended  him,  amidll 
continual  acclamations,  to  his  own  houfe  in  Great 
George-flreet,  Wellminfler.  d'he  eveninp-  con- 

O 

eluded  with  bonfires,  illuminations,  and  other  re¬ 
joicings. 

VIVANT  REX  ET  JUDICES  REGIS. 


On  Mr.  W  ilkes’s  return  home  from  the  court  of 
common  picas,  he  feiit  the  following  letter  to  the 
fecretaries  of  ftate. 

Great  George-flreet,  May  6,  1763. 

My  Lords, 

O  N  my  return  here  from  Wcflminfler  IJall,  where 
1  have  been  difeharred  from  my  commitment  to 
the  I’ower  under  your  lordfhips  warrant,  I  find 
that  my  houfe  has  been  robbed,  and  am  informed. 

1) 
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that  the  ftolen  goods  arc  in  the  pofTeffion  of  one’ 
or  both  of  your  lordfliips.  I  therefore  infiih  that 
you  do  forthwith  return  them  to 


Your  humble  fervant. 


DireBed  to 


John  Wilkes.. 


the  earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax,  his 
majeily’s  principal  fecretaries  of  Hate. 


[Next  morning  Mr.  Wilkes  in  perfon,  attended 
only  by  Mr.  Grignion  of  Rulfel-dreet,  Covent-Gar¬ 
den,  went  to  fir  John  Fielding’s,  in  Bow-ftreet, 
and  demanded  a  warrant  to  fearch  the  houfes  of 
the  earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax,  his  majedy’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  date,  for  the  goods  dolen 
out  of  his  houfe,  which  he  had  received  informa¬ 
tion  were  lodged  at  the  faid  houfes  of  the  fecreta¬ 
ries  of  date,  or  one  of  them.  John  Spinnage, 
efq;  the  fitting  juuicc,  refufed  to  iifue  the  faid 
warrant.] 


The  next  day  Mr.  Wilkes  received  the  follow¬ 
ing  anfwer  to  his  letter. 

Great  George-dreet,  May  7,  1763,. 

S  I  R, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  yederday,  in  which 
)  cu  take  upon  you  to  make  ufe  of  the  indecent  and 
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fcurrilous  of  your  having  found  your  houfe 

had  bee7i  robbed,  and  that  the  ftolen  goods  are  in  our 
pojjejfton:  we  acquaint  you  that  your  papers  were 
feizedin  confequence  of  the  heavy  charge  brought 
againft  you,  for  being  the  author  of  an  infamous 
and  feditious  libel,  tending  to  indame  the  minds, 
and  alienate  the  affections  ol  the  people  from  his 
mcijedy,  and  excite  them  to  traiterous  infurrctfions 
againh  the  government ;  for  which  libel,  notwith- 
Ifanding  your  difeharge  from  your  commitment  to 
the  Tower,  his  majefty  has  ordered  you  to  be  pro- 
fecuted,  by  his  attorney  general. 

We  are  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  you  mean  by 
Jiolen  goods  :  but  fuch  of  your  papers  as  do  not  lead 
to  a  proof  of  your  guilt,  diall  be  reilored  to  you  ; 
fuch  as  are  neceffary  for  that  purpofe,  it  was  our 
duty  to  deliver  over  to  thofe,  whofe  odice  it  is  t ) 

colleft  the  evidence,  and  manage  tlie  profecution 
againfl  you. 

We  arc 

Your  humble  fervants. 

Eg  hemont. 

Dire^cd  to 

Mr.  Wilkes. 
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^0  this  anjhver  Mr.  Wilkes  fent  ilje  Jollouji/tg 

ply,  viz. 

Great  George-ftreet,  May  9,  1763. 
‘  My  Lords, 

“  LITTLE  did  I  expert,  v/hen  I  was  requiring 
‘  Irom  your  lordfhips  what  an  Engliihman  has 
‘  a  right  to,  his  property  taken  from  him,  and 
‘  faid  to  be  in  your  lordfhips  pofTeflion,  that  I 
‘  fhould  have  received  in  anfwer,  from  perfons  in 
‘  your  high  ftaticvi,  the  expreffions  of  indecent  and 

*  fcurrilous  applied  to  my  legal  demands.  The 
‘  refpefl  I  bear  to  his  majefly,  whofe  fervants 
‘  it  feems  you  kill  are,  though  you  Hand  le- 
‘  p-ally  convicted  of  havino;  in  me  violated,  in  the 
‘  mok  oiFenfive  manner,  the  liberties  of  ail  the 
‘  commons  in  England,  prevents  my  returning  you 

*  an  anfwer  in  the  fame  Billingfgate  language.  If 
‘  I  confidered  you  only  in  your  private  capacities, 
‘  I  fhould  treat  vou  both  according;  to  your  de- 

*  ferts :  but  where  is  the  wonder  that  men,  who 
‘  have  attacked  the  facred  liberty  of  the  fubjeft, 
‘  and  have  iffued  an  illegal  warrant  to  feize  his 
‘  property,  fliould  proceed  to  fuch  libellous  expref- 
‘  fions  ?  You  fay,  “  that  fuch  of  my  papers  lhall 
“  be  rckored  to  me,  as  do  not  lead  to  a  proof  of 

my  guilt.”  I  owe  this  to  your  apprehenfion  of 
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*  an  aclion,  not  to  your  love  of  jiiflicc;  and  in 
‘  that  light,  if  I  can  believe  your  lordlhips  a/Tur- 
‘  ances,  the  whole  will  be  returned  to  me.  I  fear 
‘  neither  your  profecution  nor  your  perfccution  ; 
«  and  I  will  affert  the  fecurity  of  my  own  houfe, 
‘  the  liberty  of  my  perfon,  and  every  right  of 
‘  the  people,  not  fo  much  for  my  own  fake,  as 
^  for  the  fake  of  every  one  of  my  EiigUni  fellow 
‘  fubje^ls. 

I  am, 

my  Lords, 

Your  humble  fervant. 


DlreHed  to 


John  Wilkes.* 


the  earls  of  Egremont  and  Ilalifax,  his 
majeky’s  principal  fccrctaries  of  ilate. 


[0/7  the  firj}  day  cf  the  fejjlcns  rf  parlia?}icni,  (hs^ov. 
15,  1763.)  Mr.  Wilkes  tnade  the  fcilci.>.l}:g 
Speech,'] 

‘  Mr.  Speaker, 

‘  I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  houfe  a 
*  few  fa61s,  which  have  occurred  fince  our  Ia!l 
‘  meeting,  becaiife,  in  my  humble  opinion,  (which 
‘  I  (hall  always  fubmit  to  this  houfe)  tlie  rights  of 
‘  all  the  Commons  of  England,  and  the  privileges 
‘  of  parliament  have,  in  my  perfon,  been  highly 
‘  violated.  I  fliall  at  prefent  content  myfclf  with 
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‘  IwreJy  Hating  the  Haas,  and  leave  the  mode  of 
procccaing  to  the  wirdom  of  tJie  houfe. 


On  the  30th  of  April,  in  the  morning,  I  was 
made  a  prifoner  in  my  own  houfe,  by  fome  of 
‘  the  king’s  meffengers.  I  demanded  by  what  au- 
thoiity  they  had  forced  their  way  into  my  room, 
and  was  fiewn  a  warrant  in  which  no  perfon  was 
‘  named  in  particular,  but  generally  the  authors, 
piinteis  and  publifiiers  of  a  feditious  and  trea- 
‘  fonable  paper,  entitled,  The  North  Briton,  No. 
45*  ^  me/Tengers  infilled  on  my  going  before 
lord  Halifax,  which  I  abfolutely  refufed,  becaufe 
tne  wairant  was,  I  thought,  illegal,  and  did  not 
refpeft  me.  I  applied  by  my  friends,  to  the  court 
cf  common  pleas,  for  a  Habeas-Corpus,  which  was 
gianted,  but  as  the  proper  oitice  was  not  then 
open,  it  could  not  immediately  ilTue.  I  was  af- 
‘  terwards  carried,  by  violence,  before  the  earls  of 


‘  Egrempnt  and  Halifax,  whom  I  informed  of  the 
orders  given  by  the  court  of  commiOn  pleas  for 
tne  Httbeas-Coi pus ;  and  I  enlarged  upon  this 
‘  fubjccl;-  to  Mr.  Webb,  the  folicitor  of  the  trea- 
fury.  T  was,  however,  hurried  away  to  the 
Tower  by  another  warrant,  which  declared  me 
the  author  and  publifher  of  a  rnioll  infamous  and 


‘  feditious  libel,  inti  tied,  The  North  Briton,  No. 
‘  45.  The  word  treafonahle  was  dropped,  yet  I 
‘  was  detained  a  elefe  pnioncr,  and  no  perfon  was 
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fufFered  to  come  near  me  for  almod;  three  days, 

‘  although  my  council,  and  feveral  of  my  friends, 

<  demanded  admittance,  in  order  to  concert  the 
*  means  of  recovering  my  liberty,  My  houfe  was 
‘  plundered,  my  bureaus  broke  open,  by  order  of 
‘  two  of  your  members,  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb, 

^  and  all  my  papers  carried  away.  After  fix  days 
‘  imprifonment  1  was  difeharged,  by  the  unani- 
‘  mous  judgment  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 

“  That  the  privilege  of  this  houfe  extended  to  my 
“  cafe.”  Notwithftanding  this  folcmn  decifion  of 
‘  one  of  the  king’s  fuperior  courts  of  julUce,  a 
‘  few  days  after,  I  was  ferved  with  a  fubporn-a 
‘  upon  an  information  exhibited  againft  me  in  tlie 
‘  king’s  bench.  I  loft  no  time  in  ccnfulting  the 
‘  beft  books,  as  well  as  the  p-reateft  living  autho- 
‘  rities ;  and  from  the  trueft  judgment  I  could 
‘  form,  I  thought  that  the  ferving  me  with  a  fub- 
‘  pcena  was  another  violation  of  the  privilege  cf 
‘  parliament,  which  I  will  neither  defert  nor  bc- 
‘  trav,  and  therefore  1  have  not  yet  entered  an  ap- 
‘  pearance. 

‘  I  now  ftand  in  the  judgment  of  the  houfe,  fub- 
‘  mitting,  with  the  utmoft  deference,  the  whole 
‘  cafe  to  their  juftice  and  wifdom,  and  beg  leave 
‘  to  add,  that  if  after  this  important  bufincfs  has 
‘  in  its  full  extent  been  maturely  weighed,  you 
‘  fnall  be  of  opinion,  that  1  am  intitlcd  to  privi- 
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lege,  I/lialltlien  he  not  only  ready,  but  eagerly 
‘  defirous,  to  vvavc  that  privilege,  and  to  put  my- 
felf  upon  a  jury  of  iny  countrymen^ 


Ivh ,  14' likes  s  letter  to  Mr,  Martin. 

Great  George-Jlreet,  IVeJlminfur,  Nooj.  i6, 
‘SIR, 

complained  yeHerday  oefore  five  hundred 
‘  gentlemen,  that  you  had  been  ftahhed  in  the  dark 
by  the  ISorth  Briton,  but  Ihave  reafon  to  believe 
you  was  not  fo  much  in  the  dark  as  you  afiefled 
and  chofc  to  be.  \\  as  the  complaint,  made  be- 
lOre  fo  many  gentlemen,  on  purpofe  that  they 
might  intcrpofe  ?  To  cut  off  every  pretence  of 
ignorance  as  to  the  author,  I  whilperin  your  ear, 

‘  that  every  paTage  in  the  North  Briton,  in  which 

‘  you  have  been  named,  or  even  alluded  to,  was 
‘  written  by 

y 0 ur  h  u m ble  fervan t, 

John  Wilkes.* 


Mr.  Martin ’r  Anfi  ver. 

Ahingdon-Jlrcet,  Noa;.  i6,  I76t. 
‘SIR,  ^  ^ 

A  S  I  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  yefierday, 

that  the  writer  of  the  North  Briton,  who  had 

Habbed  me  in  the  dark,  was  a  cbv/ardly,  as  well 
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■«  as  a  malignant  and  infamous  fcoundrel ;  and 

*  your  letter  of  this  morning’s  date,  acknowledges 
‘  that  eveiypaffage  of  the  North  Briton,  in  whicli 
‘  I  have  been  named,  or  even  alluded  to,  was 
‘  written  by  yourfelf,  I  muft  take  the  liberty  to 
‘  repeat,  that  you  are  a  malignant  and  infamous 
‘  fcoundrel,  and  that  I  defire  to  give  you  an  op- 
‘  portunity  of  fhewing  me  whether  the  epithet  of 
‘  cowardly  was  rightly  applied  or  not. 

‘  I  defire  that  you  may  meet  me  in  Hyde  Park 
‘  immediately,  with  a  brace  of  piftols  each,  to  dc- 
‘  termine  our  dihcrence. 

‘  I  fhall  go  to  the  ring  in  Hyde-Park,  with  my 
‘  pidols  fo  concealed  that  nobody  may  fee  them.  ; 

*  and  I  will  wait  in  expedation  of  you  one  hour. 

‘  As  I  lhall  call  in  my  way  at  your  houfe  to  deli- 

‘  ver  this  letter,  I  propofe  to  go  from  thence  di- 
‘  redly  to  the  ring  in  PJyde-Park,  from  whence 
‘  we  may  proceed,  if  it  be  neceflary,  to  any  more 
‘  private  place  ;  and  I  mention  that  I  fliall  wait 
^  an  hour  in  order  to  give  you  full  time  to  meet 
‘  me. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Sam.  Marti n.^ 

The  clrcumftances  of  the  duel  related  by  Mr. 
Wilkes  are  as  follow  ;  when  the  gentlemen  met  in 
Hyde-Park,  they  walked  together  for  a  little 
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while  to  avoid  fome  company,  which  Teemed  com- 
I'np  lip  to  tliem.  They  brouglit  each  a  pair  of  pif- 
tols.  ^When  they  were  alone,  the  flrftfire  was  from 
Mr.  rjartin’s  pinol.  Mr.  Martin’s  piftol  iniffed 
Mr.  Wilkes;  and  the  pidol  in  Mr.  Wilkes’s  hand 
flalh^d  in  trr  pan.  The  gentlemen  then  each  took 
one  of  Mr.  W:;kes's  pair  of  piftols.  Mr.  Wilkes 
miffed,  and  tne  ball  of  Mr.  Martin’s  piliol  lodp-ed 
in  Wilkes’s  Ivlly.  Mr.  Wilkes  bled  immediatdy 
very  much.  Mr.  Martin  then  came  up  and  de- 
fircd  to  ^  ive  him  all  the  affifance  in  his  power. 
Mr.  Wilkes  replied,  that  Mr.  Martin  had  behaved 
like  a  man  of  honour,  that  he  was  killed,  and  in- 
fided  on  Mr.  Martin’s  making  his  immediate  efcape, 
and  no  creature  Ihould  know  from  Mr.  V/ilkes  how 
the  adair  happened.  Upon  this  they  parted,  but 
iVIi .  Martin  came  up  again  in  t^vo  or  three  minutes 
to  Mr.  Vv  ilkes,  offering  him  a  fecond  time  his  af- 
fidance,  but  Mr.  Wilkes  again  infided  on  his  go¬ 
ing  oft.  Mr.  Martin  expreffed  his  concern  for 
Mr.  Wilkes,  faid  the  thing  v/as  too  well  known  by 
feveral  people,  who  came  up  almoft  direftly,  and 
then  went  away.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  carried  home, 
but  would  not  tell  any  circumdance  of  the  cafe, 
’till  he  found  it  fo  much  known.  He  only  faid  to 
the  furgeon,  &c.  that  it  was  an  affair  of  honour. 

The  day  following  Mr.  Wilkes  imagining  him- 
felf  in  the  greated  danger,  returned  Mr.  Martin 
his  letter,  that  no  evidence  might  appear  againd 
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lum  T  *ind  infiftcd  upon  it  wltli  his  relations,  thtit 
in  cafe  of  his  death  no  trouble  Ihould  be  given  Mr. 
Martin,  for  he  had  behaved  as  a  man  of  honour. 

Mr.  Martin  not  at  the  fame  time  returning  Mr, 
.Wilkes’s  letter,  occafioned  fomebody  to  remark, 

‘  That  in  all  probability  it  was  kept  in  order  to  be 
*  made  ufc  of  as  a  proof  of  Mr.  Wilkes  being  con- 
‘  cerned  in  the  North  Briton.’  I  own,  faid  the 
remarker,  that  I  can  account  for  this  behaviour 
of  Mr.  Martin  no  more  than  1  can  for  his  tamely 
bearing  above  eight  months  the  abufe  upon  him. 
Has  he  been  all  this  time  (Sundays  not  excepted) 
prai^ifingat  a  target?  that  report  is  confirmed  by 
all  his  neighbours  in  the  country.  Yet,  after  all, 
he  did  not  venture  to  fend  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  but  be¬ 
fore  five  hundred  gentlemen,  ready  to  interpefe, 
feemed  to  intend  to  begin  a  quarrel,  I  fuppofe, 
■that  it  mi2:ht  end  there.  Mr.  Wilkes  chofc  coolly, 
to  take  it  up  tlie  next  morning,  by  a  private  letter 
to  Mr.  Martin,  who  infilled  on  piflols,  without 
naming  the  fword,  though  the  choice  of  weapons 
was,  by  the  laws  of  honour,  in  Mr.  Wilkes. 


A  letter  from  Dr,  Brocklelhy  to  Mr,  Wilkes. 
Dear  Sir, 

LATE  lafl  night  I  received  the  inclofed  letter 
from  my  moll  ingenious  and  worthy  friend  Dr. 
Hebberden,  and  alfo  the  inclofed  copy  of  an  or- 


(  44  ) 

der  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  report  upon  your 
afc  on  the  tpth  of  January ;  I  am  therefore  to  en¬ 
treat  you  to  fix  the  hour  for  our  attendance  at 
y  ur  houfe  on  Monday,  and  I  will  take  care  to  ap- 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient 

humble  fervant. 


Norfolk-flreet, 
Sunday  morn i no-, 
Cec.  1 8,  1763. 


Richard  Brocklesey, 


Letter  from  Dr.  Hebbcrden  to  Dr.  Brocklelbv 
^kch  tvas  the  .nclofed  letter  abo^oementioned. 

’  Cecil-Jlreet,  Dee 

an  order  of  the  houfe  of  commons  is  come  to'h/r.' 

awktns  and  me,  to  attend  Mr.  Wilkes  from  time 
to  tune  tn  order  to  obferve  the  progrefs  of  the  cu" 
and  to  make  a  report  to  the  houfe,  togetlier  with 
you  and  Mr  Graves.  You  will  obljge  us  by  ac- 
quamttng  Mr.  Wilkes  with  this ;  ani  if  you  will 
let  us  know  at  what  time  you  intend  to  fee  Mr. 

V  likes  on  Monday,  we  will  be  ready  to  meet  you 
there.  Mr.  Hawkins  defires  that  the  appointment 
be  for  fome  hours  after  twelve. 

I  am.  Sir, 

•  ^  cur  moll  humble  lervant, 

W.  Hebeerden* 


A  card  from  Mr.  Wilkes  to  Dr.  Hebberden. 

MR.  Wilkes  prefents  his  compliments  to  Dr. 
Hebberden,  and  is  duly  fenlible  of  the  kind 
care  and  concern  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  not 
only  for  his  health  but  for  his  fpecdy  recovery. 
He  is  attended  by  Dr.  Brocklefby,  of  whofe  inte¬ 
grity  and  ability  he  has  had  the  experience  of  many 
years,  and  on  whofe  ficill  he  has  the  moft  perfed 
reliance.  Mr.  Wilkes  cannot  but  Hill  be  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  there  is  a  peculiar  propriety  in  the  choice 
he  at  firft  made  of  Dr.  Brocklefby,  for  the  cure  of 
what  is  called  a  gun-fot  njoound^  from  the  circum- 
llances  of  the  dodbor’s  having  been  feveral  years 
phyfician  to  the  army;  but  at  the  fame  time  enter¬ 
tains  a  real  efteem  for  Dr.  Hebberden’s  great  me¬ 
rit,  and  though  he  cannot  fay  that  lie  wi flics  to 
•fee  the  dodor  at  prefent,  he  hopes  that  he  fliall  be 
well  enough  to  beg  that  honour  to  eat  a  bit  of  mut¬ 
ton  in 

Monday,  Dec.  19.  Great  George-Jireet, 


A  eard from  Mr.  Wilkes  to  Mr.  Hawkins. 

MR.  Wilkes  prefents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Haw¬ 
kins.  He  fome  time  ago,  from  motives  of  huma¬ 
nity,  readily  confented,  at  the  rcquefl  of  Mr. 
Martin,  to  receive  the  vifits  of  Dr.  Hebberden  and 


3s  not  at  the  defire  of  Mr  Martin  ^  u  r 

•  -iviartin ;  and  therefore 

egs  that  It  may  be  defe’*red  ’till  m 
capable  of  enjoying  company.  He  L  j^Z: 

Mr.  Graves,  a  military  furgeon  of  eminence 

who  extraded  the  ball ;  he  hone.  '  r 

4-n  1  r  11  3n  a  few  weeh*: 

0  be  lb  well  recovered,  as  to  be  able  to  receive  M  ’ 

regard  he  will  ever  pay  to  fo  dillinSd'a'  ckf. 
Monday,  Dec.  ig. 


Letter  fr.„,  Mr.  Wilkes  re  Dr.  Brocklelhy 

Great  Geerge-Jireet,  Monday  Dec.  lo,  1-6, 
Dear  Sir,  ' 

I  HAVE  the  favour  of  your  letter  ,  .1  c  , 
papers  inclofed  I  thin b  I  ” 

an  politenefs,  that  you  do  not  congratulate  you'; 
the  ?  T  T  honour  done  him  bv 

f rf  p”L“  ss-s: - 

examined  concerning  his  Hate  of  health.  I  had 
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before  received  other  unmerited  obligations  from 
their  lorcljhips,  and  the  old  friendfhips  of  Lord 
Sand-vjich,  though  I  own  I  was  rather  put  to  the 
blulh  by  their  publijinng  to  the  world  what  they 
pretended  was  found  [perhaps  put]  among  the 
things  fiolen  from  me.  If  a  man  makes  a  private 
ejj'ci.y  on  ^vc?ncin,  Ihould  all  the  world  fee  it  ?  is  a 
treatife  again  ft  the  fpleen  or  the  tcedium  ^itcc,  fo 
dangerous  as  now  to  become  a  ftate-crime  for  the 
cognizance  of  our  prefent  —1  rulers,  or  rather 

- s?  Has  the  nafty  gummy,  blubbering, 

ov'cr-grown  boy  of  a  lord,  as  barbarous  and  blul- 
tering  as  the  north,  has  he  likewife  received  his 
orders  to  denounce  to  the  commons  a  laughable  poem, 
as  a  horrid  crime  to  make  all  good  chriftians  ftuid- 
der  ?  are  the  moft  wretched  and  impious  lines,  to  be 
forged,  that  a  work  which  idolizes  the  fex,  may  be 
brought  into  judgment  before  the  crafty  Scot,  who 
never  loved  any  w'oman,  and  who  — 

This  laft  acl  of  the  com?nons  feems  almoft  to  per¬ 
fect  the  fcenc,  and  quite  overwhelms  me  with  gra¬ 
titude.  Yet  though  I  am  a  young  member,  I  can¬ 
not  but  obferve  and  lament,  that  the  antient,  efta- 
blilhed  forms  of  parliament  have  in  the  prefent 
cafe  been  laid  afide,  as  if  order  had  taken  leave  of 
the  houfe  v/ith  good  old  Onflow.  The  courfe  of 
bufmefs  has  always  been,  that  affairs  of  importance 
fhould  previoufty  go  to  a  committee.  Theaftairyou 
have  mentioned  is  of  fo  much  real  confequence, 
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-that  ,t  thould  (in  my  opinion)  liave  been  referred 
to  /oe.  jr.vy?,  it  ftouid  have  .one  to 

cf  n.ays  and  n,eans,  to  contrive  hotv 
the  and>r^.,;,  can  get  into  tny  houfe. 

Secondly  to  committee  offupfly,  to  vote  the  fees 
due  to  the  gentlemen  for  their  attendance ;  but  I 
have  public  economy  fo  much  at  heart,  (though  f 
,makenoparadeofit)  that  I  will  fave  the  nation 

that  expence;  fori  will  not  fuffer  either  of  them 
to  enter  my  doors. 

The  commotu,  like  true  country  people,  feem  to 
have  an  overflowing  of  kindnefs  for  me,  which  is 
very  apt  to  forfeit :  and  yet  like  the  others,  fome- 
times  in  the  fame  moment,  they  fail  in  a  point  of 

good  breeding,  even  to  oneof  their  own  m’embers. 

rhe  Imt/e  deflres  Dr.  Hebberden  and  Mi-.  Han,dms 
o  come  to  me,  but  forgot  to  def.re  me  to 
tiicm,  and  I  mofl  certainly  will  not. 

Surely,  my  dear  Sir,  this  matter  has  been  too 
hghtly  determined  upon  by  the  honourable  hoube. 

It  is  pretty  well  known  that  I  have  already  a  phU- 
ctan  nnA  jurseon,  whofe  charaaers  the  foul  breath 
of  Hander  never  reached,  and  whom  I  confide  in  and 
love.  Why  Ihould  I  admit  any  others  i  am  I  to  con- 
fent  to  an  unjuft  flur  upon  gentlemen,  with  whom  I 
lave  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  be  fatished  ^  fhall 
I  concur  in  fuffering  party  madnefs  to  fix  a  vile  fuf- 
picion,  w  ere  1  know  that  it  ought  not  to  reft  ?  I 
will  never  countenance  fo  lhameful  a  proceeding.  ’ 
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Honour,  juftice,  gratitude,  private  friendHiip^ 
equally  forbid  it. 

My  brother  members  feem  quite  wild  in  their 
rage.  They  would  force  a  phyfidan  and  furgeon 
upon  me,  when  I  have  one  of  each  already,  and 
they  forget  that  my  dear  friend  and  chaplain 
Churchill  has  left  me  for  fome  time.  Would  it 
not  therefore  have  looked  better,  if  thefe  obliging 
friends  had  fhewn  fome  regard  to  my  Jpiritual  con¬ 
cerns,  and  had  ordered  their  own  chaplain,  the  very 
learned  brother  of  the  very  confcientious  merchant, 
and  of  the  very  acute  fecretary  to  attend  me  ;  or 
they  might  perhaps  have  prevailed  on  the  good 
Mr.  Kidgell  He  is  fo  ready  to  every  laudable 
(and  lucrative)  work,  he  would  not,  I  believe,  have 
hefitated.  You  might,  in  time,  hd.veh:id  ch/er-v  a - 
tions  on  my  camverfion  and  apoftle/hip,  though  I  hope 
not  in  a  way  to  make  you  doubt  of  the  wdiolc  ;  at 
leaft  you  would  have  been  fure  of  a  series  or 
LETTERS  in  the  Ledger,  the  profits  to  be  divided 
between  the  faid  Kidgell  and  his  partner  Mac-Fa- 
den,  according  to  the  faid  KidgcWs  former  plan.  I 
think  the  lords  too  ought  to  have  confidered  this 
important  point  chaplainjhip,  and  lord  ^and-ujich,  or 
lord  he  Dejpencer,  or  fome  other  pious  lord,  flioulJ 
have  moved  to  fend  me  a  divine  legation  of  the  bijhop 
of  Gloucejler.  I  have  been  faid  to  have  doubts.  I 
really  have  none.  HI  had,  that  orthodox  bifhop 
would  furely  be  able  to  remove  them  ;  only  I  (hould 
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fear,  that  for  every  one  of  mine  he  carried  away, 
he  would  leave  ten  of  his  own  behind  with  me.  I 
might  likewife  be  treated  with  quaint  perfualives 
to  continence.  It  could  never  come  more  a  propos, 
nor  with  a  greater  probability  of  fuccefs,  for  that 
cold,  frozen  virtue  of  chajiity^  the  virtue  of  age, 
not  of  youth,  feems  likely  to  be  as  much  my  por¬ 
tion  this  year,  as  it  has  been  the  pedant’s  through 
every  year  of  his  life  His  virtue  is  Jixed  as  in  a 
ft'oji,  beyond  all  the  powers  of  genial  fpring,  or  a 
moft  lufeious  wife,  mine  I  trull  will  tha^y  melty  and 
refolve  itjelf  to  fprighily  de^i  long  before  the  hrft 
breath  of  zephyr. 

After  all,  my  dear  do(^or,  I  might,  I  believe, 
admit  the  llate-pliyfician  and  furgeon  without  any 
danger  of  a  RuJJian  hccinirrhoidal  cholicy  but  I  will 
not  do  any  thing  on  compnJfwn  Hal.  I  do  not  fuf- 
ped  either  of  them  in  the  leaft  to  refemhic  a  Talbot ^ 
a  Martbiy  a  Forbesy  or  a  Dun.  On  the  contrarv, 
they  are  both  amiable  men,  and  therefore  I  wifh 
you  would  bring  them  here  to  dinner  as  foon  as  I 
fiall  get  a  little  better,  for,  at  prefent,  if  they 

*  ‘  Afk  of  the  learn’d  the  way  }  the  learn’d  are 

blind  r’ 

That  way  a  Warburton  could  never  find. 

FJJ'ay  on  Romany  ep.  4.  I.  40. 

The  firfi:  line,  is  1.  19.  of  ep.  4.  in  Pope’s 
tJJ'ay  on  man* 
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come,  I  fiiould  fear  tliey  woukl  place  themfelves, 
bs  authority,  one  on  the  right,  and  the  other  on  the 
left  hand,  of  their  poor  patient,  and,  like  Sancho’s 
doaor  with  his  wand,  forbid  my  tailing  any  thing 
I  ogled,  or  rather  /quint  ed  at. 

1  am  alone  ;  if  you  arc  difengaged,  I  vvifh  you 
to  come  here  at  four,  and  I  will  give  you  halt  of 
my  boiled  chicken.  We  never  can  want  food  for 
laughter,  while  in  the  phrafe  of  the  Jly  Fox,  George 
Gren  ville  has  the  conduci  of  the  houje.  of  cG?7imons. 

I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  afl'cdionate  humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes. 


[While  Mr.  Wilkes  lay  dangeroufly  ill  of  his 
wound,  it  was  given  out  by  the  advocates  for  the 
minillry,  that  as  foon  as  he  came  to  the  houfe  he 
would  be  expelled:  of  courfe  therefore  a  vacancy 
would  happen  for  the  borough  of  Aylelbury  wliich 
he  reprefented  ;  and  fomebody  put  the  following 
paragraph  in  the  London  Evening  Poll : 

Extras  of  a  letter  from  Aylefbury,  Dec,  i . 

‘  WE  have  had  great  canvalTing  here  fince  there 
‘  has  been  a  talk  of  expelling  Mr.  Wilkes.  Sir 
‘  William  Lee  has  been  very  bufy  in  behalf  of  his 
‘  friend  the  Captain  ;  but  it  is  not  believed  he 
‘  will  fucceed,  becaufc  it  is  very  ungenerous  and 
‘  ungentleman-like,  in  fuch  a  particular  cafe 


as 


ii  /■ 
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Si 
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‘  this,  to  folicit  intcreft  to  fucceed  a  man  before  it 
‘  is  certainly  known  whether  he  will  be  expelled.’ 


W^hich  occahoned  the  following  letter. 


To  the  prhiter  of  the  London  Evening  Poll. 

S  I  R, 

feen  in  your  paper  of  lall  Saturday,  a 
refieaion  upon  me,  for  having  intereded  myfelf  in 
behalf  of  a  friend,  upon  the  fuppolition  of  a  va¬ 
cancy  likely  to  happen  for  that  borough,  I  defire 
you  to  inform  your  anonymous  correlpondent,  that 
I  have  done  nothing  therein,  or  upon  any  occafion 
whatever,  that  I  am  not  ready  to  vindicate  as  a 
gentleman  to  any  one  that  lhall  require  it. 

Hart^cvcll, 

Dec.  6,  1763. 


W.  Lee. 


Although  Mr.  Wilkes  was  very  innocent  ofthepa- 
ragraph  alluded  to,  yet  he  could  not  help  taking 
notice  of  fo  extraordinary  a  letter ;  and  imme"^ 
diately  wrote  the  following  aiiLver. 


To  Sir  \\  illiam  Lee  of  Hart^welly  tn  the  county  of 

Bucks,  Bart. 

S  I  R, 

GIVE  me  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  your  hav- 
ing  commenced  author,  and  the  London  E'uenin^ 
Poft,  on  the  great  acquifition  made  of  fuch  talents 
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as  your’s  for  that  paper.  I  doubt  not  of  your  foon 
dillancing  all  the  other  minijlerial  writers  ;  and 
though  you  may  not  regularly  on  Saturday  nights 
have  your  pay  counted  out  to  you,  yet  fome  little 
fnug  fine-cure,  or  a  minillerial  mandate  to  a  coun¬ 
ty,  for  what  you  were  very  lately  fo  aukwardly 
ing  after,  (though  thank  heaven  you  were  difap- 
pointed)  may,  in  the  end,  recompenfe  your  labours. 

I  mull:,  however,  recommend  to  you,  rather  more 
temper,  you  ftart  too  furioufly  ;  you  fhould  firft 
play  with  bended  reins,  then  urge  by  degrees  more 
rapidly,  and  at  laft  try  the  whole  fury  of  the  courfe. 
As  a  young  manj  you  are  intitled  to  portion,  but. 
you  fhould  have  laughed  at  an  idle  paragraph  in  a 
news-paper,  in  which  your  great  name  is  not  at 
length.  Did  the  confeientioufnefs  of  having  me¬ 
rited  that  little  fatire,  fling  you  ?  1  have  a  right  to  afk 
you  ;  for  in  your  curious  letter,  you  fay  I  ha^ve  done 
nothing  thereiny  or  upon  any  occafion  nvhatever  (bravo  1 
W.  Lee  de  feipfo)  that  I  am  not  ready  to  njindicate  as 
a  gentleinan  to  any  one  that  (not  who)  /hall  require  it. 
Now  I  will  only  remark,  That,  that  that  worthy  ba¬ 
ronet  urges  it  the  very  pink  of  chivalry,  and  is  that- 
that  IS  very  brave.  But  do  you  mean  to  ^vindicate  it 
by  your  pen  or  your  fnx)ord?  if  by  your  pen,  as  you 
offer  to  <vindicate  it  to  any  onOy  I  A.  B.  beg  to  afk 
you  a  few  queflions.  V/as  it  confident  with  honour 
and  humanity  to  begin  a  canvafs  in  the  borough  of 
Aylefhury,  when  there  was  no  certainty  of  any  va- 
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cancy,  and  the  prefent  member  lay  dangeroufly 
ill  from  an  aflair  of  honour?  Was  this  chriftian 
bke,  pouring  oil  into  his  bleeding  wounds;  or, 
was  it  not,  as  far  as  you  could,  planting  thorns 
under  a  fick  man’s  pillow?  Was  it  fair,  candid, 
or  jud,  ordering  application  to  be  made  to  one  of 
the  returning  officers,  who  is  Mr.  Wilkes’s  tenant  ? 
Have  you  ever  had  any  provocation  from  Mr, 
Wilkes  ?  Have  you  not  always  been  upon  terms  of 
ci\ility  with  him?  Juftify  then  to  the  world,  the 
propriety,  the  decency,  or  even  the  humanity  of 
your  conduct. 

But,  perhaps,  I  miflake  you,  and  you  meant  to 
judify  it  by  yowx  fnxiord.  You  have  juft  begun  by 
inktjig  your  maiden  pevy  and  you  might  poffibly 
Tnean  at  the  fame  time  to  contrive  to  fiejh  your  mai¬ 
den  fn.v  or  d,  Pray  be  explicit,  and  let  me  know  if 
you  meant  to  fend  a  challenge  to  all  the  world  by 
the  London  Evening  Pojl,  Was  ever  any  thing  (o 
truly  noble  and  great  ? 

But  I  tire  you  and  myfelf ;  I  Ihall  therefore  con¬ 
clude,  with  only  begging  of  you,  that,  inftead  of 
beginning  any  difturbances  at  Aylefbury,  you 
would  keep  your  own  little  pariffi  of  Hartwell 
quiet,  and  be  reconciled  to  a  worthy  clergyman, 
who  never  oftended  you,  and  whom  your  good  fa¬ 
ther  cheriffied,  and  honoured. 

M-^hite  Harty  Aylcjlmryy 
Dec.  1 6,  1763. 
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The  follonving  papers  relate  to  the  attempt  ^vhich  one 
Mr.  Dun,  77iade  07i  Mr.  W'ilkes’s  life. 

In  the  King’s  7  T  OHN  WILKE S,  of  Aylefbury 
Bench.  W  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  efq; 
Matthew  Brown,  fervant  to  the  faid  Mr.  Wilkes, 
and  Mathias  Darly^  of  the  parifli  of  St.  Anne,  Soho, 
in  the  liberty  of  Weftminller,  engraver,  feverally 
make  oath  ;  and  firll,  the  faid  John  Wilkes  for 
himfelf  faith,  That  he  this  deponent  verily  believes 
that  he  is  in  danger  of  his  life,  from  the  wicked, 
malicious,  revengeful,  and  unprovoked  menaces 
of  one  Alexander  Dun,  who  (this  deponent  is  in¬ 
formed)  is  a  Scotch  officer;  and  between  eleven 
and  twelve  of  the  clock  lall  Tuefday  evening  de¬ 
manded  entrance  into  this  deponent’s  houfe  in 
Great  Gcorge-ftreet,  Weflminller,  and  threatened 
violence  to  his  perfon  ;  and  this  deponent  further 
fai^h.  That  about  nine  of  the  clock  this  morning 
he  received  the  letter  hereunto  annexed,  marked 
(A)  which  this  deponent  is  informed,  and  verily  be¬ 
lieves,  is  of  the  hand-writing  of  the  faid  Alexan¬ 
der  Dun  :  and  this  deponent,  Matthew  Brown,  for 
himfelf  faith,  that  he  faw  a  perfon  at  the  time  firlt 
above-mentioned  make  feveral  very  rude  and  vio¬ 
lent  endeavours  to  come  into  the  houfe  of  the  faid 
Mr.  Wilkes  ;  and  upon  his  being  refufed  by. this 
deponent,  threatened  revenge  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  and 
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alfo  to  this  deponent ;  and  by  the  bell  defcrlption 
and  information  which  this  deponent  has  been  able 
to  colled,  he  believes  the  faid  perfon’s  name  is 
Alexander  Dun  :  and  this  deponent  Mathias  Darly 
for  himfelf  faith,  That  he  this  deponent  did  yeller- 
day  write  to  Mr.  Wilkes  the  letter  hereunto  an¬ 
nexed  (B)  the  contents  of  which  are  true,  and  that 
the  Scotch  officer  therein  alluded  to  is  the  faid 
Alexander  Dun  :  and  this  deponent  further  faith. 
That  he  is  not  moved  by  any  malice  or  relentment 
againft  the  faid  Alexander  Dun,  but  thought  it  his 
duty  as  a  member  of  fociety,  to  make  the  above 
intimations  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  order  that  he  might 
concert  the  neceffiary  meafures  for  his  perfonal 
fafety.  And  therefore  the  faid  John  Wilkes  craves 
fuieties  of  the  peace  againft  the  faid  Alexander 
Dun,  not  out  of  Jiatred  or  malice,  but  merely  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  life  and  perfon  from  danger.  ' 

John  Wilkes, 
Matthew  Brown, 
Mathias  Darly. 

The  deponent  John  Wilkes  fworn  at  his  houfe  in 
Great  George-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  he  being  in- 
difpofed,  the  8th  day  of  December,  1763,  be¬ 
fore  me, 

W.  Mapelfden,  by  Commiffion. 
Matthew  Brown  and  Mathias  Darly,  fworn  in  ' 
Great  Ormond-ftreet,  the  8th  day  of  December, 
1763,  before 


E.  WiLMOT, 
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SIR,  London,  Dec.  8,  1763. 

AS  I  have  fomething  of  confequence  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  you,  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  know  what  time 
would  be  moft  convenient  for  me  to  call  upon  you 
this  day,  I  called  once  before  and  was  refufed  ad¬ 
mittance.  Be  fo  good  as  fend  me  an  anfwer  by  my 
fervant  who  will  wait  for  it.  Lieutenant  C-rockat 
of  dragoons,  who  is  now  in  Scotland,  delires  his 
compliments  to  you  for  the  many  civilities  fhewn 
him  when  he  was  quartered  near  your  country  feat ; 
you  may  be  aflured  that  many  of  the  Scotch  have 
hill  a  regard  for  you,  and  none  of  them  more  fo 
than  your  moft  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

Alex.  Dun. 

Direct  to  me  at  Mr.  Whyte’s,  peruke-maker, 
lieutenant  of  marines. 

To  John  Wilkes,  efq; 

(A) _ 

SIR,  London,  Dec.  7,  1763. 

I  SHOULD  not  do  my  duty  if  I  did  not  acquaint 
you  that  the  young  Scotch  officer,  that  wanted  en¬ 
trance  at  your  houfe,  is  a  villain,  and  his  inten¬ 
tions  are  of  blackifti  dye.  I  had  been  in  his  com- 
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pany  for  near  four  hours.  That  part  of  our  con- 
verfation  that  relates  to  you,  confiHed  chiefly  of 
his  intentions  of  niaflacreing  you  the  firft  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  that  there  was  thirteen  more  gentlemen 
of  Scotland  of  the  fame  refolution,  and  confede¬ 
rates  of  his,  who  was  refolded  to  do  it,  or  die  in 
the  attempt.  Laft  night,  when  your  trial  was 
over,  the  gentleman  at  the  coffee-houfe  quitted  the 
room  that  I  was  in  (on  account  of  the  fliouts  in 
the  Hall)  and  left  the  Scotch  hero  and  I  together 
but  I  abruptly  left  the  room,  and  went  after  the’ 
people  to  Great  George-ftreet,  and  on  hearing  a 
noife  at  your  door,  I  went  up,  and,  to  my  great 
furprife,  faw  the  Scotchman  a-trying  for  entrance 
I  knocked  and  had  admittance,  which  enraged  the’ 
hero  fo  much,  that  he  fwore  revenge  againfl  the 
fervant,  and  was  very  troublefome ;  when  I  went 
out,  I  heard  a  gentleman  taking  him  to  talk  upon 
his  vowing  revenge  on  you  or  your  fervant,  upon 
which  1  told  the  gentleman  a  fmall  part  of  what  I 
knew,  and  he  put  him  in  the  hands  of  two  watch¬ 
men,  and  ordered  him  to  the  roundhoufe,  but  at 
the  corner  of  Great  George-ftreet,  I  am  told,  he 
was  refcued,  and  ran  away.  There  was  converfa- 
tion  palled  between  him  and  the  company  that  is 
not  fafe  to  communicate  by  letter:  his  principles 
and  zeal  make  it  unfafe  for  fuch  an  abandoned 
wretch  to  be  at  large.  Your  own  difcretion,  I 
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hope,  will  guide  you  to  prevent  any  thing  that  may 
be  intended. 

I  am,  with  all  refpeft, 

Sir  your’s 

M.  Darly. 

To  Mr.  Wilkes,  Cranborn-alley, 

Great  George-ftreet.  Leicefter-fields. 


L.  S. 


E.  WiLMOT. 
England,  7 


HERE  AS  I  have  received 
information  on  the  oath  of 


iW 


to  wit,  J 
John  Wilkes, 


efq;  Matthew  Brown,  and  Mathias 


Darly,That  one  AlexanderDun,  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o’clock  on  Tuefday  evening  lall,  demanded 
entrance  into  the  houie  of  John  Wilkes,  and  threat¬ 
ened  violence  to  his  perfon  ;  and  hath  fince,  in  the 
hearing  of  Mathias  Darly,  declared  his  intention  to 
maflacre  the  faid  John  Wilkes  the  firft  opportuni¬ 
ty  ;  and  therefore  the  faid  John  Wilkes  craves  fure- 
ties  of  the  peace  againll  the  faid  Alexander  Dun, 
not  out  of  hatred  or  malice,  but  merely  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  life  and  perfon  from  danger. 

Thefe  are  therefore  to  will  and  require,  and  in 
his  majedy’s  name,  llriaiy  to  charge  and  command 
you,  and  every  of  you,  upon  fight  hereof,  to  ap¬ 
prehend  and  take  the  faid  Alexander  Dun,  and^ 
bring  him  before  me,  or  one  other  of  the  juftices  of 


il.s  majerty  s  court  of  King’s  Bench,  if  taken  in  or 
near  the  cities  of  London  or  Weftminfter,  other- 
wife  before  fome  juftice  of  the  peace  Jiving  near 
the  place  where  he  JhaJI  be  herewith  taken  :  to  the 
end  he  may  become  bound  with  fufficient  fureties 
or  his  perfonal  appearance,  in  his  majefty’s  court 
f  King  s  Bench,  on  tlie  iirft  day  of  Hillary  term, 
o  anfwer  the  premifes,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
keep  the  peace,  and  be  of  good  behaviour  to- 
wards  all  his  majefty’s  fubjeas,  efpecially  towards, 
the  faid  John  Wilkes  ;  and  hereof  fail  not  at  your 

Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  this  eighth: 
day  of  December,  1763. 

To  Richard  Elfton  my  tipftaff,  and  Wall  chief  and 

tythingmen,. 

and  all  others  whom  thefe  rnay  concern. 

^  Mr.  Wilkes  having  appointed  feven  in  the  even- 

Jng,  on  Thurfday  laft,  for  an  interview  with  the 

aidAlexanderDun.he  camepunflually  at  the  time,. 

w  en  he  was  apprehended  in  confequence  of  the 
above  warrant. 


[The  following  is  taken  from  a 
circulated  by  Mr.  Dun.  with 
thereon.] 


paper  that  was 
fome  remarks 


A  S  there  is  to.  be  publilhed  by  fubfcription,  by 
lieutenant  Alexander  Dun  of  marines,  a  book  en- 
tituled.  The  hiftory  of  a  reduced  officer,  with  ad- 


(  6i  ) 

•Vice  to  half-pay  officers,  and  to  officers  entering  the 
army  ;  a  point  explained  concerning  the  fea  and 
^marine  officers :  interfperfed  with  various  obferva- 

tions  on  the  fair  fex. 

^0  feme!  eft  imhuta  recens  fur^jabity 
Odorem  l^efta  dhu 

*To  which  is  added,  fome  advices  to,  and  obferva- 
tions  on,  Mr.  Wilkes’s  behaviour  to  the  Scotch 

nation. 

fit  The  author  may  be  heard  of  at  the  Parlia¬ 
ment-tavern,  near  Weftminfter-hall,  or  at  St.  Cle¬ 
ment’s  coffee-houfe  in  the  Strand,  if  any  gentle¬ 
men  chufe  to  fubferibe. — 

Mr.  Dun  has  had  fo  much  encouragement  al¬ 
ready  from  the  nobility  and  quality,  both  in  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  in  foreign  countries,  in  this  publication, 
that  he  would  not  have  made  it  public  had  it  not 
been  for  an  accident  which  happened  lately,  now 
to  be  explained. 

As  Mr.  Wilkes  is  mentioned  in  his  treatife,  he 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  wait  upon  Mr. 
Wilkes  to  fee  whether  or  not  the  diffentions  betwixt 
the  Englilh  and  Scotch  nations  \}Vhat  are  thefc  dif¬ 
fentions  ?  nobody  e'vcr  heard  of  them']  reported  to  be 
occafioned  by  him  were  from  real  or  imaginary 
caufes.  He  had  an  offer  of  being  introduced  to 
Mr.  Wilkes  by  feveral  different  gentlemen  [WHO?] 
and  on  Tuefday  night  [near  twelve  o* clock']  .went 
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for  tot  purpofe,  but  was  refufed  admittance- 

of  appoint- 

_  and  onThurfdaymorn- 

siiri  k"  7’“"  ■''' which 

was  lent  by  his  fervant. 


JOHN  WILKES,  E/q-, 

®  ^  Londcn,  Dec.  8,  1765. 

‘  A  S  I  have  fomething  of  confequence  tocommu- 
<  mcate  to  you,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  know  what 
time  would  be  moll  convenient  for  me  to  call 
‘  upon  you  this  day ;  I  called  once  before,  and 
‘  was  refufed  admittance.  Be  fo  good  as  fend  me 
‘  an  anfwer  by  my  fervant,  who  will  wait  for  it. 

‘  Lieutenant  Crockat  of  dragoons,  who  is  now 
in  Scotland,  defires  his  compliments  to  you  for 
the  many  civilities  Ihewn  him  when  he  was 
‘  quartered  near  your  country  feat.  You  may  be 
‘  alTured  that  many  of  the  Scotch  have  Hill  a  re- 
<  gard  for  you  ;  and  none  of  them  more  fo  than 
‘  your  moll  humble  and  obedient  fervant, 

Alex.  Dun.’ 

This  letter  he  fent  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  ;  a  little  after  one  o’clock,  he  received,  by  his 
fervant,  the  following  card. 
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Mr.  Dun,  Thurfday. 

‘  Mr.  Wilkes’s  compliments  to  Mr.  Dun,  and 
‘  defires  to  fee  him  at  feven  o’clock  this  even- 
<  ing :  is  obliged  to  him  for  the  account  of  Mr. 
Crockat.’ 

In  confequence  of  this  defire,  Mr.  Dun  went  to 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  lodgings  \}Vho  does  Mr.  Wilkes  lodge 
cwith  F  This  is  the  true  Edinburgh  Jiile :  has  Mr. 
Wilkes  a  houfe  or  only  a  flat :  i^zvo  or  three  rooms  they 
call  a  flat  at  Edinburgh]  in  George-ilreet,  at  the 
time  appointed — When  he  came  there  he  knocked 
gently  at  the  door,  and  was  admitted  by  a  fervant 
who  called  himfelf  Mr.  Wilkes’s  Butler;  he  afked 
Mr.  Dun  to  walk  into  a  parlour  until  Mr.  Wilkes 
fhould  come  down  ;  wanted  to  know  if  he  had  any 
covers  \^as  he  had  deflred  by  his  boy]  to  be  ligned  ; 
and  that  he  would  carry  them  up  to  Mr.  Wilkes : 
Mr.  Dun  then  gave  him  a  dozen,  which  he  took 
away  in  order  to  carry  up  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  who,  he 
{aid,  was  in  the  room  above — 

In  a  few  minutes  after,  the  Butler  came  back,  in 
a  mild  manner  defired  Mr.  Dun  to  walk  above  to 
his  maker,  who  was  waiting  for  him  :  he  immedi¬ 
ately  followed,  and  was  I'carcely  out  of  the  parlour 
door,  when  five  or  fix  men  catched  fail  hold  of 
him,  and  brought  him  down  ;  fome  of  them  were 
gentlemen,  whofc  names  Mr.  Dun  does  not  chufe 
to  mention,  who  ufed  him  very  well  afterwards ; 


'that  violence  was  offered  is  evident,  becaufe  oneo^ 
tlie  gentlemen  had  the  joints  of  two  of  his  fingers 
difiocated:  they  then  fearched  Mr.  Dun,  but  found 
no  deadly  weapon  about  him  ;  indeed  he  had  a  pen¬ 
knife  in  his  waiikoat  pocket,  {loofe  in  his  left  hand 
coat  pocket^  which  they  kept,  and  faid  he  had 


that  in  a  little  time  they  returned  his  pocket-book, 
papers,  &c.  and  upon  his  obferving  that  he  was 
almoft  ftrangled,  they  brought  feveral  different 
kinds  of  wine  to  chufe  of ;  drank  his  health,  and 
faid  they  believed  they  were  all  in  the  wrong ; 
{iiQt  true]  but  that  he  muft  go  to  fome  genteel  houfe 
^and  be  confined  a  little,  until  he  Ihould  clear  up 
this  matter,  as  Mr.  Wilkes  had  a  warrant  ao-aind 
him  on  fufpicion  of  his  intending  to  maffacre  him 
[^according  to  his  o~u:n  declaration.]  They  then  alk- 
ed,  if  he  did  not  think  it  proper  for  them  to  have 
aded  this  part  ?  He  faid  not,  as  he  thought  it  was 


^  'f  ‘  taking  hold  of  him  under  Ihew  of  friendfiiip  as  the 

^  card  expreffed.  He  alked  if  his  letter  did  not  de- 


ferve  civil  treatment  ?  To  which  Mr.  Coates,  juf- 


tice  of  peace  \in  Surry]  was  pleafed  to  reply,  I'hat 


Mr.  Wilkes  had  a6led  by  his  advice ;  that  they 
found  out  he  was  a  man  of  education  from  his  let¬ 
ter,  and  therefore  judged  him  the  more  dangerous. 


Mr.  Coates  told  him,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  defined  he 


would  write  to  him  and  clear  up  the  matter  more 
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fully,  and  he  would  fend  him  an  anfwer  \not  true.“\ 
They  then  brought  Mr.  Dun,  pen,  ink,  paper,  and 
wax,  and  lie  wrote,  directed  to  Mr.  Wilkes  in  his 
lodgings :  as  Mr.  Wilkes  fent  him  a  verbal  anfwer, 
he  will  not  infert  a  copy  of  this  letter;  he  will 
only  obferve,  that  h'e  procured  him  a  dozen  of 
franks  from  Mr.  Fitzherbert  ;  thanked  him  lot 
what  he  wrote  ;  and  faid  that  he  would  have  done 
them  himfelf,  but  was  not  well.  This  melTage  was 
fent  him  by  a  gentleman  who  carried  up  Mr.  Dun's 
letter.  Mr.  Fitzherbert  he  mult  thank  for  likewife 
fubferibing  to  his  performance  in  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
houfe,  by  only  hearing  a  few  pages  read. 

Fie  docs  here  declare  he  has  no  animofity  againd 
Mr.  Wdlkes,  nor  any  man  in  Britain  ;  lome  have 
fhewn  it  in  London,  and  that  very  lately,  againll 
him,  for  no  other  caufe  but  his  mentioning  Mr. 
Wilkes  in  this  performance  :  he  has  been  often  in- 
fulted  and  beat,  [BEAT!]  and  bruifed,  but  as 
jufdce  always  will  get  the  better,  and  innocence 
will  be  protccled,  has  always  come  od*  to  his  cv. n 
fatisfa^lion  ;  and  is  not  this  moment  afraid,  al¬ 
though  under  lock  and  key  in  Stanhope-dreet. 

FIc  now,  as  an  oliicer  who  lias  fufTered  in  his 
majefty’s  fervice,  claims  proteflion  :  is  but  young, 
cannot  therefore  command  temper  every  moment 
to  put  up  with  hearing  his  countrymen  in  Scotland 
abufed ;  but  he  widies  finccrely  the  whole  would 
be  unanimous,  and  then  the  Englilh,  Irifh,  and 

F 
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Scotch,  v/ould  1)C  a  terror  to  all  their  enemies :  iif 
they  aifagree  among  themreives,  the  confcquences 
will  he  dreadful.  \^l)o  they  As  the  aforefaid 
pui/Iication  will  foon  appear,  he  fliall  fay  no  more 
at  piefent  on  this  fubjcCf,  but  acquaint  the  public 
that  It  IS  Ins  fiia!;  periormance,  wrote  at  the  defire 
of  many  gentlemen  of  known  merit,  and  offered  to 
the  King’s  peru  ln.1. 

Upon  tlie  loth  of  December  inftant,  Mr.  Dun 
was  tried  [net  ever,  examinea^]  at  Mr.  Wilkes’s  in- 
flance,  for  a  breach  of  privilege.  Sec.  and  acquit¬ 
ted  ;  he  mud  here  own  his  obligations  to  feveral 
members  who  fpoke  in  his  belialf :  although  none 
of  them  will  fay  he  afked  them  to  appear  in  his  de¬ 
fence.  lie  is  forry  tliat  he  had  reafon  to  fay  feme 
rentlcm.en  were  over  inquifitive;  who  infified  that 
liis  fervant  Ihould  iniorm,  and  even  threatened 
him,  to  tell  them,  what  meffages  he  font  him  from 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

The  night  this  trial  was  ended,  feme  of  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  fj’ien.ls  [-zvho  r.vere  they  came  tO-  fee 
Mr.  Dun  (as  tney  ther.iielv'^es  owned)  fiom  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  ci'.riofiyv  ;  they  wanted,  they  faid,  to  know 
what  was  the  reafon  for  his  anirnoiity  aaaind  Mr. 
Wilkes,  and  to  fee  and  take  a  copy  of  his  card  to 
Mr.  Dun.  In  the  frll;  place,  l.c  informed  tliem 
that  he  had  no  ill  will  at  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  let  them 
copy  the  card,  as  they  dcfired:  he  further  faid, 
that  he  intended  to  be  his  friend,  and  they  faw  his 


✓ 


i 
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recompenfe.  T.  hey  then  told  T^/lr.  Dun  thut  the 

world  confidcred  tliis  as  a  ralli  and  frantic  aflion, 

at  leaft,  that  Mr.  Wilkes’s  friends  did  ;  but  that 

now  they  were  fatlsHed  it  was  not.  I’liey  fhewed 

Mr.  Dun  feveral  penknives,  and  wanted  to  know 

“the  fize  of  the  one  he  had  in  his  wailicoat  pocket 

on  the  8th  inftant.  He  told  them  it  was  the  fze  cf 

the  lead  of  thofe  they  produced  ;  but  that  he 

fliould  not  fufpedl  fl'cm  of  aliadination  for  bringing 

them  into  his  apartments :  at  this  they  fmiled.  As 
1  • 

the  news-papers  fay  \_kis  on,v7i  accoiint'\  that  Mr.  Dun 
faid  he  purchafed  the  penknife  full  nine  months  \ 

ago,  then  a  fhorter  fpace,  and  at  lail  cenfeded  he 
bought  it  at  Chatham  a  fortnight  before  that  time, 

'lie  mud  explain  this  matter  ?  As  he  had  three  pen¬ 
knives  purchafed  much  about  the  times  mentioned, 
but  tlie  one  for  common  ufe,  wliich  was  then  in 
his  pocket,  he  bought  on  the  fird  of  December 
lad,  from  the  Tnop  of  Nicholas  Fouer,  near  tije 
corner  of  Grocer’i-alley.  lie  obferved  that  rlierc 
were  feveral  brave  and  fcriwblc  men  (cfheers)  in  a 
worfe  condition  than  ever  he  (Mr.  Dun)  vras,  pro- 
ceedi])g  from  tliC  fame  malady  ;  that  feme  cut  tlu  ir 
throats;  that  others  diot  themfelves  through  the 
body  ;  and  that  many  were  prevented  from  j'uttirg 
.an  end  to  their  own  lives,  proceeding,  as  one  vveuKi 
imagine,  from  the  nature  of  the  climate  ;  but  lie 
mud  obferve,  that  fomt times  people  receive  fa¬ 
vours  from  thofe  they  ieafiexped  them,  and  .Trcth- 
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ceivcd  by  others  they  confide  moil  in  ;  diis  has 
been  Mr.  Dun’s  cafe  in  this  afair  :  a  man  profefTed 
the  greatefl  friendfiip  for  him,  fubfcribed  to  his 
booic,  faid  he  was  half  a  Scotchman,  and  was  in 
company  with  him  on  Tuefday  night  the  8th  in- 
ftant,  at  the  Parliament-tavern,  was,  as  he  is  in¬ 
formed,  the  principal  occafon  of  this  profecution, 
God  keep  Mr.  Dun  from  the  company  of  half 
friends  for  the  future  ;  but  let  him  add, 

Integer  ‘vtt fcelerifque  purus  non  cgit  Mauri 

Jaculis  nec  Arcu^  nec  njenenatis  grU'vida  Sa- 
gittis. 

Tufee  Pharetra. 

We  lhall  take  the  liberty  of  adding  to  Mr. 
Dun  s  cafe,  that  it  is  tne  obfervation  of  Machiavel, 
that  in  all  cafes,  not  only  of  alTafination,  but  of 
deep  danger,  no  man  fiould  be  employed,  who  is 
always,  and  entirely  in  his  fenfes. 


Tf  hen  Mr.  "V/Hkics  nvas  fomenwhat  recO'uered  of'  his 
n.vound  he  retired  to  Paris,  njjhere  he  ^lvus  compii- 
mented  by  Mr.  Martin  (nxjho  had  fed  thither  in 
con/cquence  of  their  late  duel)  nvith  the  foUonving 
card  : 


Hotel  de  Luynes,  Dec.  30,  1763. 


*  T\/f  prefcnts  his  compliments  to  Mr. 

i.  T  X  Wilkes,  and  defires  to  know  how  he  does, 

*  flattering  himfclf,  from  Mr.  Wilkes’s  performance 
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*■  of  fo  long  a  journey,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year> 
‘  that  his  health  is  perfedly  re-ellablifhed. 

‘  Mr.  Martin  cannot  help  taking  this  opportu- 
‘  nity  to  all  are  Mr.  Wilkes,  that  he  had  defired 
‘  Mr.  Bradfhaw  to  deliver  up  Mr.  W^ilkes’s  note, 
‘  written  to  Mr.  Martin  on  the  i6th  Nov.  as  it 
‘  occurred  to  the  latter  that  any  imaginable  ufe 
‘  might  be  made,  of  it  to  Mr.  Wilkes’s  prejudice, 
‘  and  before  Mr.  Martin  had  heard  from  Mr. 

*  Bradfhaw  that  it  was  ai!:fuall.y  given  up. 

‘  Mr.  Martin  returns  his  thanks  to  Mr.  \  Vi  Ikes 
‘  for  his  attention  to  Mr.  Martin’s  fafety,  by  giv- 
‘  ing  the  early  notice  he  did  to  Mr.  BradHiaw,  of 

*  his  apprehending  himfdf  to  be  in  danger. 

‘  It  is  impohible  for  Mr.  Martin  to  think  of 
‘  taking  part  in  any  affair  of  Mr.  Wilkes  that  he 
‘  may  hnd  depending  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  at 
‘  his  arrival  in  England.  He  propofes  to  fet  off 
‘  from  hence  on  his  return  heme  on  Monday  next, 

‘  but  believes  he  fliall  not  fet  foot  in  London  till 
‘  thofe  affairs  are  determined,  to  avoid  even  'a  co- 

*  lour  of  fufpicion  that  he  is  capable  of  appearing 

*  againfl  Mr.  Wilkes  after  v/liat  hath  fo  recently 

*  happened.’ 

.To which  Mr.Wilkes  return crl the  following  anfwcr. 

Hotel  de  Saxe,  Dec.  30.  Friday. 
‘  Mr.  Wilkes’s  compliments  to  Mr.  Martin,  and 

*  is  much  obligcd.by  the  favour  of  his  note.  Mr. 
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‘  Vv'ilkes  is  going  to  pay  his  refpects  to  LofdHert- 
‘  ford,  and  if  Mr.  Martin  is  difengaged,  v/ill  af- 
‘  terwards  wait  upon  him  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
‘  at  the  Hotel  dcLuynes.’ 


Mr.  Wilkes  fent  the  follo^mng  letter  to  the  Speaker, 
Paris,  Hotel  de  Saxe,  Jan.  ii,  1764. 

‘SIR, 

‘  I  CANNOT  exorefs  the  concern  I  am  under, 

X 

‘  from  the  impoifibility  I  now  find  of  attending  my  ^ 
‘  duty  in  parliament  on  the  19th  of  this  month  : 

‘  I  have  fufiered  very  much  from  the  tour  I  made 
‘  here  in  the  holidays  to  fee  my  daughter :  my 
‘  wound  is  again  become  extremely  painful,  the 
‘  parts  are  very  much  infiamed,  and  a  fever  at- 
‘  tends  it.  I  inclofe  a  certificate  of  one  of  the 
‘  king’s  phyficians,  and  a  furgeon  of  the  army, 

‘  gentlemen  of  eminence  in  their  profefiion,  who 
‘  think  it  abfolutely  necefiary  for  me  to  flay  fome 
‘  time  longer  at  Paris.  I  refer  to  the  certificate  it- 
‘  fclf  for  the  particulars. 

‘  The  impatience  I  feel  to  jufiify  myfelf  to  the 
‘  Houfe,  from  the  groundlcfs  and  cruel  attacks  upon 
‘  me,  and  the  zeal  I  hope  ever  to  retain  for  the  vindi- 
‘  cation  of  the  facred  rights  of  the  commons  of  Great 
‘  Lritain,  and  the  privileges  of  parliament,  both  Oi 
‘  which  have  been  grefsiy  violated  in  my  perfon, 

‘  had  determined  me  to  fet  out  for  England  on  Fri- 
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day  next,  but  I  now  find  myfelf  incapable  of  per¬ 
forming  the  journey.  I  am  therefore,  Sir,  un-  ' 
der  the  necefiity  of  intreating  you  to  fubmit  my 
cafe  to  the  Hoiife,  and  1  doubt  not,  from  their 
juilice,  a  more  diftant  day  v.ill  be  appointed, 
when  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  attend  the  dii-  ‘ 
cufiion  of  points  very  important  in  thcmlclvcs, 
and  in  which  I  am  very  materially  concerned. 

‘  I  would  not.  Sir,  impbre  this  of  the  Houfe, 
if  I  thought  the  delay  could  Le  attended  witli 
any  poiTible  inconvenience  to  the  puldic  ;  and  I 
beg  to  obferve,  that  I  leizcJ  the  iirli:  moment, 

‘  which  the  reiclutions  of  Parliament  gave  me,  to 
‘  enter  my  appearance  to  the  infcrmations  filed 
‘  afrainil  me  in  the  King’s  Bench.  1  am,  with  due 

£j 

‘  rclpeci:  and  regard. 

Sir,  your  moll  obedient  hurnl’lc  fcrvant, 

John  Wilkes. 

Right  Kcncurable 
Sir  John  Cud. 


‘  Nous  foufiigncs  niedccin  confultant  du  Roi,  ci 
‘•devant  medecin  en  chct  des  fes  armees  cn  Allc- 
‘  magne  et  en  Efpagne,  et  nous  chirurgien  con- 
‘  fultant  des  armees,  ct  chirurgien  major  du  legi- 
‘  ment  des  Gardes  Francoifs,  certifiens  que  Mon- 


‘  fieur  Jean  Wilkes  ed  dans  un  ctat  que  nc  lui  per- 
*  ■  met  point,  tant  par  raport  a  fa  blediire  qui  n  CiC 


‘  pas  encore  cntleremcnt  cicatrilee,  que  par  ra- 
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pore  a  la  fievre  qui  lui  ell  furvenue  d’entreprendre 
la  rout  de  Paris  a  Londres ;  qu’il  feroit  a  crain- 
die  un  1  inflammation  et  le  bourfoufllement  con- 
flderable  arrives  depuis  peu  de  jours,  qu’il  ne  fe 
format  une  hernie  a  la  quelle,  il  ne  feroit  point 
poflible  de  remedier,  que  pour  prevenir  cet  ac¬ 
cident,  dont  il  efl;  menace  et  que  movement  vio¬ 
lent,  tel  que  celui  d’une  chaife  de  pofle,  et  I’agi- 
tation  de  la  mer  ne  manqueroient  pas  de  deter¬ 
miner,  il  efl;  abfolument  indifpenfable  qu’il  refl:e 
encore  quelque  terns  a  Pans.  En  foi  de  quoi 
nous  lui  avons  delivre  le*  prefent  certificate.  A 
‘  Paris,  II  yanuier  1764.’ 

N I  N  N I  N . 

Dufouare. 


Extras  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wilkes  to  Mr.  Coates, 
dated  Paris,  fune  5,  1764. 

*  THE  two  noble  S'lvedijh  ^higs,  of  whom  you 
‘  were  fo  fond,  did  me  the  favour  of  dining  here 
‘  }  eflerday.  I  pafled  the  day  very  happily,  though 
‘  nor  fo  joyoufly  as  that  day  twelvemonth,  in  the 
‘  midfl:  of  my  worthy  conlHtuents  at  Aylelhury, 
‘  all  of  us  in  full  chorus,  to  the  liberties  of  our 
‘  country  and  the  virtues  of  our  fovereign ;  yet 
‘  after  the  late  flagrant  afts  of  defpotic  power  in 
‘  tlie  mini  Hers,  not  forgetting  either  their  wick- 

*  ednefs  or  their  infolence.  *  Jolfs  champaigne 

*  Wine  Merchant  at  Paris. 
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<  was  not  necelTary  to  infpire  the  higheft  good- 
‘  humour  and  gaiety  on  fo  white,  fo.  aufpicious  a 
‘  day  as  the  fourth  offline ;  the  toaft  confecrated  the 
‘  wine,  and  gave  it  the  true  flavour,  tho’  I  could 
‘  not  help  lamenting  my  hard  and  unmerited  lot 

*  of  being  forced  to  give  fuch  a  toaft  out  of  my 
‘  own  dear  country,  and  in  a  land  where  the  flan- 
‘  dard  of  liberty  is  not  yet  erefted.  V7ith  IVIifs 
‘  Wilkes’s  help  we  made  out  tolerably  well  GOD 
‘  SAVE  GREAT  GEORGE  OUR  KING  ;  and 
‘  as  the  Duke  of  Nivernois  fays  in  one  of  his  let- 
‘  ters — War  avons  toafte  et  chant  fort  gaiement,  et 

*  enfin  nous  aojons  he  quatrc  bonnes  heurcs  a  tahle> 

‘  As  I  am  a  univerfal  ^ashig^  I  could  not  avoid 
<  giving  an  additional  flanza,  the  poetry  of  which 

*  I  endeavoured  to  bring  do~Mn  as  low  as  the  rcfl  cf 
‘  the  fong,  and  T  believe  I  fuccccded  ;  the  thought 
‘  was  o-ood  that  the  name  of  BRUNSWICK  may 
‘  ever  be  as  propitious  to  the  liberties  of  mankind 
‘  as  that  of  NASSAU  ;  and  our  gracious  fovcrcign, 

‘  through  a  long  and  glorious  reign,  equally  feared 
‘  abroad  and  belo-ued  at  home,  may  approve  himfclf 
‘  as  fteady  a  patron  of  the  rights  of  Engliflimen  as 
‘  his  grandfather  was.  On  the  whole,  it  proved 
‘  the  mod  agreeable  day  I  have  palTcd  fincc  a  few 
‘  of  us  in  April  kept  the  anniverfary  of  CULLO- 

DEN,  which  a  good  many  others  feem  to  have  a 
‘  memorandu.n  to  forget^  or  at  lead  to  negle^I  very 
‘  fnamefullv. 
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Lord  Hertford  gave  yeflerday  a  grand  dinner 
‘  to  all  the  ETigUJh  here,  except  one,  and  to  the 
true  Irifh  whigs  ;  nor  like  a  good  courtier  did 
‘  he  omit  the  new  converts,  the  Scots ;  he  did  not, 
‘  however,  obferve  the  diHindion  which  is  fo  much 
in  fafliion  on  your  fide  the  water,  for  the  friends 
‘  of  the  Hasic-oer  family,  were  received  at  leafl  as 
well  as  their  known  enemies.  My  lot  is  parti¬ 
cular  and  droll  enough  :  I  am  the  fngle  Englijh- 
7nan  not  invited,  on  the  only  day  1  can  at  ^Paris 
Ihew  m.y  attachment  to  my  fovereign,  as  if  I  was 
‘  difafTefted  to  the  prefent  e'hablilhment,  and  yet 
‘  I  am  frequently  and  grofsly  abufed  by  a  ridku-- 
lous  fellow  at  Ecuillcn,  becaufe  I  am  known  to 
hate  the  other  family;  and  his  maiier,  the  dukcy . 
‘  married  the  filler  of  the  pretender’s  wife,  a  prin- 
cels  of  Poland,  of  the  houfe  of  Schiejli.  This 
fcribbiCi  IS  one  Rcujp:au ,  who  by  a  wretched 
‘  jcumal  does  all  he  can  twice  a  month  to  degrade 
a  naiiie  miaue  illullrious  oy  one  of  the  befc  E'rench 
‘  poets,  and  by  the  great  philofopher,  though  in. 

‘  thefi  times  no  longer  the  citizen  of  Gcfie^ua.  He 
‘  lays  at  my  door  the  North  Britons  againd  the 
Stuarts,  and  their  dear  frie7tds  in  the  north  of  our 
*■  illand.  h  ou  may  believe  me,  when  I  aiTureyou 
‘  it  was  not  the  flighted  mortifleation  to  me,  that 
I  did  not  receive  an  invitation.  When  I  was 
‘  alked,  how  it  could  happen  that  fo  daunch  a 


(/'S  ) 

<ry^;Y'  as  Mr.  Wilkes,  was  not  invited,  on  the  4th 
of  June^  I  laughed  like  the  old  Rcrnan^  1  had 
rather  you  Jkould  ajk  nx)hy  I  ^as  NO!  ,  tha?!  -jjhy 
I  WAS  invited ;  perhaps  it  fhould  have  been  afjc- 
‘  ed,  why  forrie  others  n^ere  invited.  The  lill  of 
‘  the  company  of  Macs  and  ^an.\:neys^  NOT  in  ice 
‘  French  fervice  would  divert  you  :  I  wiih  fomc  ol 
‘  our  neighbours  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Tweed 
‘  may  not  keep  the  faventy-^rji  with  more  real  de- 
‘  votion  than  they  did  the  fourth.  Witli  refpedl  to 
‘  external  rites  they  were  exemplary,  as  all  new 
‘  converts  are;  and  I  believe  you  find  them  in 

*  England  good  occajional  conformijls^  though  I  fhail 
‘  ever  imagine  that  it  depends  on  contingencies  how 

*  long  they  will  continue  fuch.  To  fay  the  truth, 

‘  I  paired  the  day  much  more  to  my  fatisfadlion 
‘  than  I  fhould  have  done  in  a  fet  of  mixed  or  a 
‘  fufpicious  company,  a  fulfome  dull  dinner,  two 
‘  hours  of  mighty  grave  converfation,  to  be  pur- 
‘  chafed  in  all  civility  by  fix  more  of  Phaf.a, 

‘  which  I  detefl;  as  well  as  every  otlicr  kind  of 
‘  n-amins:.  As  to  the  embaTidor,  1  have  never 

t>  o 

‘  had  the  leaft  connection  with  him,  nor  indeed 
‘  wifh  it  ;  nor  at  this  time  with  his  Scottijh  fecre- 
‘  tary,  norat  any  time  with  his  Scottijh  chaplain, 

<  becaufe  an  embaffador  generally  owes  his  very 
‘  nomination  to  minihcrial  influence,  and  isalmofl 
‘  of  courfe  ( though  tljis  docs  net  extend  through  his 
‘  family)  under  the  direction  of  the  minifters,  or 
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‘  perhaps  as  to  the  prefent  cafe,  in  all  propriety  we 
‘  ought  to  fay,  of  the  minifler,  who,  behind  and  be- 
‘  tnxjeen  the  curtains,  ftill  governs  our  illand.  I  have 
‘  never  been  prefented  at  court,  becaufe  an  En- 
ghlhman  Ihould  be  prefented  by  the  Englilh  em- 
‘  baifador;  ar.d  I  will  not  alk  any  favour  of  Lord 
‘  Hertford  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  public  affairs ;  , 
‘  though  as  a  private  nobleman,  I  ftould  be  am- 
‘  bitious  to  merit,  and  moft  fortunate  to  obtain, 
his  friendlhip,  as  well  as  lord  Beauchamps from 
‘  their  real  fterling  fenfe,  great  intrinfic  worth, 

‘  and  what  fets  off  the  whole,  their  amiable  man¬ 
ners,  I  have  the  protection  of  the  laws,  which  I 
‘  never  offend  ;  I  am  at  Paris  like  any  other  fo- 
‘  reigner,  who  has  no  favour  to  a&.,  nor  need  feek 
‘  any  other  fecurity.  The  eloge,  which  the  no- 
‘  bleff  of  poets  *  gives  me,  that 

I  neither  court  the  fmilc,  nor  dread  the  frown 
of  kings, 

/  is  as  exaft  a  truth  here  as  you  know  it  to  have 
‘  been  while  I  w^as  at  home.  The  fmall  circle  in 
‘  which  I  now  walk,  will,  however,  hear  teflirno- 
‘  ny  to  the  juil;  tribute  of  gratitude  I  pay  to  the 
‘  humane  virtues  of  a  prince,  under  whofe  mild 
‘  and  gentle  government  I  have  met  with  that  pro- 
‘  te61ion  which  an  innocent  man  has  a  right  to  ex- 
‘  pcCl,  but  could  not  aiid  in  his  own  country,  uii- 


Churchill. 
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derhisovvn  prince.  Yet  let  me  do  judice,  and 
carry  my  complaints  to  the  fource  from  whence 
they  fpring,  to  the  bafe  contrivances  of  mini- 
fters  exceedingly  wicked  and  corrupt,  and  befides 
ftung  to  the  quick,  who  had  obtained  a  moil 
unhappy  afcendency  over  the  mind  of  their  fo- 
vereign,  and  to  fecure  themfelves,  have  made  their 
moil  odious  meafures  pafs  for  his,  that  the  enor¬ 
mous  load  of  their  guilt,  may  be  thrown  from 
themfelves  upon  him  ;  a  pradice  not  new,  but  of 
which  every  reign  of  the5’//^<2r/j,  furnifhes  examples. 

I  hope  foon  to  fend  you  fomething,  quod  et  hunc 
in  an7iu7n  ^jivat  et  plures.  My  large  work  opens 
with  the  general  idea  of  political  liberty  ;  then 
proceeds  to  examine  the  fentiments  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  nations  on  this  head,  as  dillinguifhed  from 
the  almoil  univerfal  grofs  defpotifm  of  the  reft  of 
the  world.  The  third  part  is  a  critique  on  the 
various  governments  of  Europe.  Tlie  fourth  and 
laft  is  entirely  on  the  Englifti  conftitution,  the 
various  changes  it  has  undergone,  the  improve¬ 
ments  made  in  it  by  the  glorious  revolution,  and 
the  no  lefs  happy  than  timely  acceftion  of  the 
houfe  of  Brunfvoick.  There  arc  a  few  hints  of 
fome  remedies  to  the  defe6ls  ftill  fubfiftingin  this 
noble,  and  if  my  prayers  arc  heard,  this  eternal 
fabric.  A  large  appendix  contains,’  I  hope  a  full 
juftification  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  upon  conftitutional 
grounds :  a  variety  of  characters  are  drawn  from 
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the  life,  which  if  I  niiflakc  not,  will  entertain 
you  ;  and  I  believe  they  are  wot  fieltfons,  tliough 
I  hope  the  originals  will  be  fo  before  the  bock  is 
‘  publiihed." 

I  am  year’s,  &c. 


J  letter  fo  the  ^jjcrfhy  RIeclors  of  the  borough  of 
AylefhiirVj  hi  the  county  of  Bucks. 

Ge  NT  LF  ME  K, 

“  THE  very  honourable,  unanimous,  and  re¬ 
peated  marks  of  efteem  you  conferred  on  me,  by 
committing  to  mv  trud:,  your  liberty,  fafety,  pro¬ 
perty,  a’ld  thoie  glorious  yrkdleges,  which  are 
your  bii'tli-ri ght  as  Lngiiflimen,  entitle  you  to  my 
warnipfc  thanks,  and  to  the  hi?heu  tribute  of  c-ra- 
titude  my  heart  can  pay.  Yet  in  die  peculiar  cir- 
cLimllances  ot  my  caie  I  think  tliat  I  ouoht  not  at 
pirefent  to  reft  contented  with  thanking  you.  I 
have  always  found  a  true  pkafure  in  fobmittino- to 
you  my  parliamentary  cenduEt.  It  is  now  more 
particularly  my  duty,  and  when  I  reliedl  on  tlie 
real  importance  and  interefting  nature  of  tliofe 
great  events,  in  which,  as  your  reprefentadve,  I 
Iiave  been  more  immediately  concerned,  1  am  ex¬ 
ceedingly  anxious  not  barely  to  jufiify  inyfelf,  but 
to  obtain  the  fanflion  of  your  approbation.  It  has 
ever  been  my  ambition  to  approve  myfelf  worthy 
cf  the  choice  you  have  more  than  once  made  of 
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jTie  as  your  deputy  to  the  great  council  of  the  na- 
rt'on,  with  an  unanimity  equally  honourable  and 
endear  in  2[.  The  confcioiifnefs  of  iiavine  faith- 
fully  difcharged  my  trud,  of  having  afled  an  up¬ 
right  and  heady  part  in  Rariiamei:t,  as  well  as  in 
.the  mod  arduous  cvrcunifances,  makes  me  dare  to 
hope,  that  you  will  continue  to  me  what  I  mod  va¬ 
lue,  the  good  opinion  and  friendOiip  of  my  wor¬ 
thy  conhituents.  Ha/ing  the  happinefs  of  being 
born  in  a  country,  where  the  name  of  is  un- 

•known,  vvheie  AdAOXA  Chart  a  is  the  irdieritai'ce 
■of  the  fubjeft,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fupport  and 
merit  thofe  privileges,  to  which  my  bhth  gave  me 
the  cleared:  right.  Secure  as  lam  of  fully  juhify- 
ing  my  conducl,  cou’d  T  perfuade  myfelf,  that  'I 
•  have  acted  up  to  the  facred  ideas  of  liberty,  which 
warm  the  hearts,  and  infpire  tlie  aftions  of  my 
.countrymen,  I  hiou’d  nor,  under  all  the  variety  of 
the  moil  unjull  and  cruel  perfecutions,  be  quite  un¬ 
happy. 

“  The  various  charges  brought  againd  me  may 
be  reduced  to  tw’o  heads.  Tlie  one  is  of  a  public, 
the  other  of  a  private  nature.  IT.c  fird  is  ground¬ 
ed  on  the  political  paper  of  tl>e  North  Brito?j,  No. 
45  :  the  other  refpeds  a  fmall  part  of  a  ludicrous 
poem,  which  was  dolen  out  of  my  houfe.  'I  he  two 
accufations  are  only  fo  far  connected,  that  I  am 
convinc’d  there  is  not  a  man  in  England,  who 
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believes  that  if  the  jirjl  had  not  appeared,  the 
Jecond  wou’d  ever  liave  been  call’d  in  qiiedion. 

1  he  Majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Com?nons  on  the 
J  5th  of  November  1763,  Refohed,  That  the  Paper 
intituled.  The  North  Briton,  No  45,  is  a 
bALSE,  Scandalous,  and  Seditious  Libel, 
containing  ExpreJJicns  of  the  mof  unexampled  Injolence 
and  contumely  towards  his  Majefty,  the  groffeft  Ajper- 
fwns  upon  both  Hoifes  of  Parliament,  and  the  moft  au¬ 
dacious  Defiance  of  the  Authority  of  the  avhcle  Legif- 
iature,  and  moft  manifeftly  tending  to  alienate  the  Af- 
feaions  of  the  People  from  his  Majeftty,  to  nxdthdra-oj 
them  from  their  Obedience  to  the  Laavs  of  the  Realm, 
and  to  excite  them  to  traitorous  InfurreAzons  againft 
his  Majeftty'' s  Gonjernment.  Thefe  are  the  words  of 
tlie  Refolution,  I  mean  to  examine  them  with  fome 
accuracy. 

The  fird;  charge  is,  that  The  North  Briton, 
TtO.  45’  ^  False  Bibel,  The  Refolution  was 

mov’d  by  Lord  North ;  yet  in  a  tedious  fpcech  he 
did  not  attempt  to  difpute  the  veracity  of  any  one 
paragraph  in  the  whole  paper.  I  was  in  my  place 
during  that  debate,  and  took  notice  to  the  Houfe 
that  his  Lordihip  had  not  faid  a  word  to  prove  the 
Palsity  of  any  onefentence,  but  I  could  obtain 
no  fatisfaftion,  not  even  a  reply,  on  that  head.  On 
my  trial  before  Lord  Mansfield,  the  word  False 
was  omitted  in  the  indictment,  becaufe  I  fuppofe 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  knew  that  I  wou’d  prove 
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publickly  on  oath  in  that  court,  by  the  higben:  au¬ 
thorities,  that  every  word  in  it  was  true.  The 
word  FALSE  is  not  to  be  found  arnono-  the  various 

O 

epithets  applied  to  this  Paper  in  either  of  the  War¬ 
rants  iffued  by  Lord  Halifax.  I  am  bold  to  declare, 
upon  the  mod  careful  perufal  of  this  paper,  that 
there  is  not  any  one  particular  advanc’d,  which  is 
not  founded  on  faPt,  and  that  every  line  in  it  is 
ftriftly  and  fcrupuloufly  conformable  to  truth.  I 
will  not  compliment  the  prefent  profligate  Majority 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  lo  far  as  to  fay,  they  were 
fovvell  informed,  that  they  knew  the  cxa'51  truth  of 
every  affertion  in  that  paper.  One  particular  how¬ 
ever  came  within  their  knowledge,  the  means  by 
which  it  is  hinted  that  the  Rr:TiRE  APPRonAxioiy 
OF  Parliament,  c'v'en  of  the  Preliminary  Hr  tides 
of  the  late  inglorious  Peace,  was  obtained,  and  the 
previous  Pep  to  the  obtaining  that  Entire  appro- 
n  AT  ION,  the  large  debt  contracled  on  the  Civil 
Lifi.  They  knew  this  ahcition  was  extremely 
TRUE,  and  I  am  as  ready  to  own  that  it  was  ex¬ 
tremely  scandalous. 

“  'Phe  fecond  charge  of  Scandalous  mud 
then  be  admitted  in  its  full  extent,  llill  keeping  in 
our  view  that  it  is  true.  But  to  whom  is  it  Scan¬ 
dalous  't  To  the  Majority  who  have  facrificed  the 
intcreds  of  tlie  nation  bv  pivino-  the  entire  ap- 

.•  o  o 

PROBATION  OF  PARLIAMENT,  cf  whicll  fj  mUch 
parade  is  made  in  the  Sj'cech,  to  an  adt,  which  ought 
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to  have  been  followed  by  an  impeachment — To  the 
Minider,  who  made  the  late  ignominious  Peace, 
and  in  the  very  fird  year  of  it  impos’d  on  us  a  i 
intolerable  Excife — To  the  word  of  vipers  in  our 
bofom,  to  the  Porks,  who  have  never  failed  to  fup- 
port  his  imconditutional  meafures,  who  have  made 
us  almod  forget  the  infamy  of  their  ancedors  at 
Utrecht,  by  tlie  greater  facrifices  of  the  Peace  of 
Paris.  Thefe  are  the  objects  of  fatire  of  a  Paper, 
which  deferved  indeed  the  highed  refentment  of  the 
Majority,  becaufe  it  had  proclaimed  their  difgrace, 
their  fcandal,  through  ail  Europe.  It  was  very  na¬ 
tural  for  thefe  men  no  longer  to  fuffer  the  J'uppojed 
author  to  fit  among  them,  and  I  diould  have  glo¬ 
ried  in  my  expulfmi,  if  it  had  not  dijdblved  a  poli¬ 
tical  connexion  with  my  friends  at  Jykfiury,  which 
did  me  real  honour. 

“  Another  charge  is,  tliat  the  paper  is  a  sedi¬ 
tious  libel,  tending  to  nxithdrauj  the  people  from 
their  Obedie7icc  to  the  Lanvs  of  the  Realm,  and  to  ex¬ 
cite  them  to  TRAIT E ROUS  iftjurreciicns  agai?7f  His 
Majefys  Go'-veryiment .  By  the  fird  V/arrant,  under 
whieh  I  was  apprehended.  The  North  Briton,  No. 

was  denominated  a  Treason  able  Paper.  In 
the  fecond,  by  which  I  was  committed  to  the 
Tower,  that  Word  too  was  omitted,  fo  that  the 
greated  enemies  of  this  paper  feem  to  give  up  its 
being  either  False  or  Treasonable.  Now  the 
charge  is  varied  by  the  Majority  in  the  IJoife  of 
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Commons,  with  all  the  little  quibbling  Oi^  attorniex. 
The  paper  is  not  treasonable,  but  it  tends  to  ex¬ 
cite  TRAiTEROus  injiirrcdlic7is .  It  is  remarkable 
that  the  epithet  traiterous  is  here  given  to  in- 
furreaion,  as  the  fuppofed  confcquence  of  d.  fuppojcd 
libel ;  whereas  tlie  Scots,  who  appeared  in  open  re¬ 
bellion  fo  lately  as  17+5,  were  in  the  weekly  writ¬ 
ings  againfl;  the  North  Briton,  publiihed  under  the 
patronage  of  the  ScottijJo  Miniller,  and  paid  for  by 
him  out  of  the  public  treafure,  only  termed  hifurgents, 
nvho  defeated  regular  forces.  Yet  in  facl  no  infur- 
retiion  of  any  kind  did,  or  could,  follow  from 
this  publication,  even  in  thofe  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom  fo  lately  fubjecded  to  all  the  infolence  and 
cruelty  of  the  mod  defpicable  ol  our  fpecies,  the 
mean,  petty  Excifeman.  This  is  the  dronged  cafe 
which  can  polTibly  be  put.  The  Excise  is  the  mod 
abhorred  monder,  which  ever  fprung  from  arbitrary 
power,  and  the  new  mode  of  it  is  fpoken  of  through 
this  paper  as  the  greated  grievance  on  the  lubje(!:'t  ; 
yet  euen  in  this  cafe,  obedience  to  the  lanvs  awA  all 
laojuf III  authority  drictly  enjoined,  and  no  oppo- 

fition,  but  what  is  confident  with  the  laavs  and  the 
conftituiion  is  allowed.  The  words  are  very  tempe¬ 
rate,  cautious  and  well  guarded.  Eojery  legal 
attempt  of  a  contrary  tendency  to  the  fpirit  of  concord 
njjill  be  deemed  a  jujiifiable  ref  fame,  -warranted  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  Englijh  co?ifitution.  Is  this  avithdraajj- 
iv^  the  people  from  their  obedience  to  the  laws  e>f  tht 

Cl  2 


(  '84  ) 

Tcnhn?^  Is  ref  fiance  rejoin  mended,  but  e'/prefsiy 

only  lb  fai  as  it  is  Icricldy  legal  ?  Let  the  impa.r- 

tid  public  decermino,  whethxer  this  is  the  language 

of  s EDIT! OK,  or  can  hav’c  the  leaH /cn^/ency  to  ex- 

Cxte  traiterous  infiirre^io7ic,  or  whether  the 

Houfe  of  Co77v?ions  have  not  made  sl  fed/e  Zind  o-round- 
lefs  charp^e.  ^ 

O 

that  fhe  h'orfb  Britoiiy  Mo, 
45’  a  LIBEL,  fcareely  cleferves  an  anhver,  be- 
caufb  the  tex-m  is  vague,  and  hill  remains  unde- 
nned  by  our  law.  Every  man  applies  it  to  what 
He  oidiices.  A  fpiiited  fatirs  will  be  deemed  a  libel 
by  a  wicked  Minifter,  and  by  a-  corrupt  jud-Te, 
who  feel,  or  who  di-ead  the  laOi.  In  my  opinion  the 
rankeil  libel  of  modern  times  is  the  falfe  and  ful- 
home  Addrejs  of  tlie  Majority  in  this  Hcu/c  of  Cditt- 
mens  Oil  the  Frclbainary  Articles.  Tliey  faid  that 
they  iiad  confidered  them  witli  their  beft  atte-nticn, 
tney  exprCxTed  the  firongefi  fenti}7ie7its  of  gratitude., 
they  gxive  their  hearty  applaufe,  they  declared  the 
Peace  would  be  710  Icjs  honourable  than  prof  table,  fo- 
lid,  a7id,  1)1  all  hu77ia7i  py'ob ability ,  permanent .  W^ere 
xfiO  Houfe  of  Commons  ferious  in  Addrefi,  which 
was  diawn  up  and  prelented,  even  before  anv  one- 
Oi.  die  grois  biunaers  in  tne  Preli7ninaries  had  been 
amended :  Ir  they  v/ere,  the  body  of  the  people 
judged  better,  and  did  not  liehtate  to  give  their 
clear  opinion,  tliat  the  glories  of  the  war  Were  fa- 
Ci.xiced  by  axi  inacernate  and  mjecure  pExtcE,'  v.iiicli 
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could  not  full  of  foon  retrieving  the  a-Biirs  of 
France,  -Time  has  already  proved  that  the  nation 
judged  right,  and  tliat  the  Peace  is  in  almoft 
every  part  infamous  and  rotteuy  contrary  to  tnc  v?dn 
boail  in  the  MhiifeFs  Speech  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fame  feffion,  t]:e  utinofl  care  has  been  taken  tc  remo-je 
all  occafions  of  future  dif pules  bet-ioeen  my  fubjcdls  and 
thofe  of  France  and  Spaiuy  and  thereby  to  add  fecurity 
and  permanency  to  the  blejfngs  c/'  Pe  AC  E  ;  a  declara¬ 
tion  not  believed  by  the  nation  at  the  time  it  was 
made,  and  fince,  from  a  variety  of  fafts,  known 
not  to  be  founded  on  truth.  The  Forth  Briton  did 
not  fuffer  the  public  to  be  milled.  Ide  acknow¬ 
ledged  no  pri-uileged  ‘vehicle  of  fallacy,  pie  con- 
lidered  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  as  the  bulwark  cf  all 
our  liberties,  as  inftituted  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  and  he  feems  to  have  thought  it  the  duty 
of  a  politieal  writer  to  follow  truth  where  ever  it 
leads.  In  his  behalf  I  would  afk  even  Lord  Manf- 
fieldy  can  t  R  u  T  h  L  i  B  E  L  ?  Is  it  fo  in  the  King’s 
Bench?  Though  it  has  always  found  a  cold  and 
unwelcome  reception  from  his  Lordlhip,  though 
it  has  through  life  proved  much  more  his  enemy 
than  his  friend,  yet  furely  he  has  not  been  ihed  to 
treat  it  as  a  libel.  I  do  not  know  what  the  dofirinc 
of  the  King’s  Bench  now  is,  but  1  am  fure  that  it  will 
be  a  fatisfaflory  anfwer  to  the  honed  part  cf  man¬ 
kind,  who  follow  the  diftates  of  found  fenfe,  not 
the  jargon  of  Lav/,  nor  the  court  flattery  of  venal 
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Parliaments,  that  The  Nmh  Briton,  No.  45,  can- 

iiOt  be  a  LIBEL,  becaufe  it  uoes  not  in  any  one  line 
deviate  from  truth. 

'i  his  unlucky  paper  is  likewife  faid  to  contain 
cxprejJjons  of  the  moft  unexampled  hfolence  a7id  cou- 
tumely  tonxards  his  Majcfy.,  moft  inanifeftly  tending  la 
alienate  the  ftfedtions  of  the  People  from  His  Majefty, 
and  by  the  hirelingsof  theMiniliry  it  is  always  in 
private  charged  with  personal  difrefpeft  to  the 
King.  It  is  however  mod  certain  that  not  a  fingle 
word  perfonally  difrefpeaful  to  his  Majedy  is  to  be 
found  in  any  part  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  fo- 
vereign  is  mentioned  not  only  in  terms  of  decency, 
but  with  that  regard  and  reverence,  which  is  due 
from  a  good  fubjed;  to  a  good  King— Prince  of  fs 
many  great  and  amiable  qualities,  nvhem  England 
truly  renjeres — the  perfonal  charadlcr  of  cur  prefeizt 
amiable  So-uereign  makes  us  eafy  and  happy  that  fo 
great  a  penver  is  lodged  in  fuch  hands.  Are  thefe 
the  expreftdons  of  the  ?noft  unexampled  infolence  and 
cenfumely  tonvards  his  Majefty,  which  the  Majority 
in  this  Houfe  of  Coin  mens  have  declared  that  it  con¬ 
tains  ?  Are  thefe  expreftions  moft  manif eft ly  tending  to 
alienate  the  Hft'edions  of  the  People  from  his  Majejiy  ? 
The  Majority,  who  could  vote  this,  feem  equally 
fuperior  to  any  regard  for  truth,  or  moded  fear  of 
detedion.  The  author  of  that  paper,  fo  far  from 
making  any  attack  on  his  Sovereign,  has 
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even  vindicated  him  per/., ally  from  feme  of  the  Ime 
meafures,  which  were  fo  feverely  cenfured  by  the 

in  honeft  indignation,  ..ha,  a  fiamc 

thefecurity  of  this  country,  m  point  of  vu  .  .  / 

,  1  onMTR-\RY  TO  THE  OPIMON 

complimented  anx; ay,  con  - 

OF  royalty  itself,  and  jacftficcd  -PJ 

Sres  andiotheigncrancecfafetof  people,  toe  mojl 

nrrelati-ue  to  thefecurity  of  the 
When  the  Speech  is  mentionc  ’  J  ‘ 

abfnrditie.  in’ the  language 

iV^men’t,  and  of  tl  conhUnthm,  the 
nerU  Speech,  and  the  author  declares  that  he  doubts, 

^Mer  the  impofition  is 

1  .  fo  tender  has  he  been  oi  tnc  nc.*oui 

on  the  nation:  io  tenaci  i  ^  ^ 

1  •  in  the  v/orld  has  m  its  turn  found 

Every  kingdom  m 

occafion  to  lament  that  Princes  ot 

tions  have  been  deceived  and  miflcd  by  w  ck 

and  defigning  Uinifers^  and 

likewife  in  moft  countries  been  th 

r  7  „  natriots  who  have  honeftly  endeavour- 

few  daring  patriot 

ed  to  undeceioje  tneir  b  think 

„„k,  of  hi.  Jiffl-fa..  1.  ..  ho-™-  > 
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rather  .wonderful  among  uo,  e-ven  in  ihefe  times,  that 
a  paper,  winch  contains  the  nod  dutiful  expref- 
Jons  ol  regard  to  his  Majefty,  ftouM  be  treated 
^  itii  fuel  unulual  feverity,  and  yet  that  fo  many 
ocnerpublications  of  the  fame  date,  full  of  the  meft 
ocaii  y  venom,  ftould  pafs  totally  unregarded. 
..omc  0,  tnefe  papers  contaiped  the  mod  oppro¬ 
brious  reucaions  on  that  true  patron  of  liberty, 
t.ic  late  King,  whofe  memory  is  embalmed  with  the 
tears  of  EnglijUten,  while  his  alhes  are  rudely 
trampled  upon  by  others,  whom  his  godlike  attri¬ 
bute  of  mercy  had  pardoned  the  crime  of  unpro¬ 
voked  rebellion.  Others  were  full  of  the  moll  in¬ 
decent  abiife  on  our  great  Proteliant  Ally,  the  JCing 
cfPruJpa,  on  the  near  relation  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
.tefiy,  lyho  has  merited  fo  liigldy  of  the  nation  by 
tixing  t.ie  crown  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  on  the 
ilauncnefi  friends  of  Ireedom,  the  Cay  of  Londas, 
and  on  tne  firft  charafiers  among  us.  Yet  all  thefe 
papers  Iiave  palfed  uncenfured  by  Minifters,  Se- 
cremries,  and  by  the  two  /Imfos  of  Parliament. 

^  There  only  remains  one  other  charge,  that  the 
^or^h  Bntcn,  No.  45,  contains  the  grofeft  afper- 
Juns  ufon  both  Hotfes  of  Parliament,  and  (h.e  moft  au¬ 
dacious  defiance  of  the  authority  r^hole  Le- 

gifature.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  Majority  of 
either  Houfe  of  Pai-liament  Ihould  ever  lay  the  juft 
..ground  of  any  afperfon,  or  fall  into  general  con¬ 
tempt  I'/iJi  the  people.  VVe  have  feen  their  ac- 
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tlons,  and  w.e  know  the  mercenary  motives  of 
them.  When  the  grojjefi  afperfiens  are  complained 
of,  the  c^ueftion  is,  ha-ve  they  been  merited  f  Are 
they  ell  founded?  It  is  in  vain  they  talk  of  their 
(luthorky.  It  is  departed  from  them.  Authority, 
which  is  founded  on  eilcem  and  reverence,  ajid  is 
the  confeant  attendant  only  of  thofe,  who  arc  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  good  and  virtuous,  has  long  ago  left 
them  ;  but  I  mud  own  their  ponver  dill  remains. 
We  have  feen  to  what  unjudifiable  lengths  it  has 
been  carried,  and  a  man,  who  is  rafh  enough  to 
make  an  impotent  and  unavailing  attack  upon  it, 
will  fooD  find  himfelf  the  unpitied  victim.  All 
thinking  men  are  full  of  apprehenfions  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  their  meeting,  and  the  nation  impatient¬ 
ly  expefts  the  allotted  term  of  refuming  a  power 
they  have  fo  fhamefully  abufed,  by  fetting  afdc 
thofe,  who  have  ignominioufly  betrayed  their  trad, 
and  have  made  the  noblcd  blood  of  our  heroes  be 
fpilt  almod  in  vain.  Under  ilic  arbitrary  Stuarts, 
when  our  more  than  Roman  Senates  dared  to  bring 
truth  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  made  the  trem¬ 
bling  tyrant  obey  her  facred  voice,  tiic  nation  was 
in  love  with  Parliaments,  becaufe  they  were  tlie 
deady  friends  of  liberty,  and  never  met  but  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  fubjetd  to  redrefs  real  gricvaijccs. 
wc  are  alarmed  at  every  approaching  fj/lon,  be¬ 
caufe  we  know  that  a  corrupt  Majority  only  af- 
femblc  to  make  their  own  terms  with  the  Minider, 
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to  lond  their  Fellow  Fubjefts  with  the  moll  ps-rtinl 
taxes,  in  order  to  pay  the  amazing  number  oF  uFe- 
lels  places  and  penlions,  created  only  to  prevent 
tlieir  mutiny  or  defertion,  or  to  Furrender  to  the 
crown  thofe  privileges  oF  Parliament,  which  were 
extoi  ted  From  Former  prerogative  princes  For  the 
FaFety  oF  the  people,  and  I  Fear  they  meet  to  Foro-e 
Fetters  For  themFelves  and  their  poherity. 

I  have  thus.  Gentlemen,  gone  through  all  the 
objedlions  made  againfl:  this  paper,  which  is  cer¬ 
tainly  innocent,  perhaps  meritorious,  only  to  Fnew 
the  extreme  injulHce  of  the  treatment  I  experi¬ 
enced,  as  the /uppo/ed  author.  I'lie  mod  cruel  or¬ 
ders  were  given  by  the  deceaFed  Fecretary  oF  Pate, 
to  drag  me  out  of  tny  hed  at  rnidnight.  A  good  deal 
of  humanity,  and  Icme  lhare  oF  timidity,  prevent¬ 
ed  the  execution  oF  Fuch  ruffian-like  com^mands.  I 
was  made  a  priFoner  in  my  own  houFe  by  Feveral  oF 
the  King’s  meFFengers,  who  only  produced  a  Ge- 
neral  Warrant,  iPued  without  oath,  neither  nam¬ 
ing  nor  deFcribing  me.  I  thereFore  reFuFed  to  obey 
a  Vv^arrant,  which  I  knew  to  be  illegal.  I  was  how¬ 
ever  by  violence  carried  bcFore  the  earls  oF  Erre- 
incnt  and  Halifax,  who  thought  it  worth  their 
while  toalk  me  a  tolerable  number  oF  plain  qiieiH- 
ons,  to  not  one  of  which  I  thought  it  worth  my 
while  to  give  a  plain  aiiFvver.  It  is  no  Fmall  FatiF- 
fadlion  to  me  now  to  know,  that  Iffiave  not  a 
friend  in  the  world,  who  wilhes  a  Fingle  word  «;;*• 
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aid  by  me  in  the  critical  moment  of  that  examina¬ 
tion.  I  informed  their  Lordfhips  of  the  orders  ac¬ 
tually  given  by  the  Court  of  Co?nmcn  Picas  for  my 
Habeas  Corpus^  notwithilanding  which  I  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Tower,  the  cufiody  of  me  fhifted  into 
other  hands,  and  that  for  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jed  eluded.  Although  the  offence  of  which  1 
flood  accufed,  was  undoubtedly  bailable,  yet  for 
three  days  every  perfon  was  rcfufed  admittance  to 
me,  and  the  Governor  was  obliged  to  treat  me  in 
a  manner  very  different  from  the  great  humanity  of 
his  nature,  for  he  had  received  orders  to  confider 
me  as  a  clofe  prifoner.  I  rejoice  that  I  can  fay,  I 
am  the  only  inftance  of  fuch  rigorous  treatment 
fince  the  acceffion  of  the  mild  Houfe  of  Brunfavick, 
although  the  Tower  has  twice  been  crouded  even 
with  rebels  from  the  Northern  parts  of  the  Idand  ; 
and  therefore  I  fhall  continue  to  regret  the  wretch¬ 
ed  and  cov.'ardly  policy,  the  indecent  partiality, 
and  even  injuftice,  of  conferring  on  Scotfmen  all 
the  governments  of  the  few  conquefts  not  tamely 
fivtn.  up  by  the  Scottish  Minifter,  conquers 
won  by  the  valour  of  the  united  forces  of  pyiglnnd, 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  Wliile  I  fuffered  this  liarfh 
confinement,  my  houfe  in  Great  George  Street  was 
plundered,  all  my  papers  were  feized,  and  fome 
of  a  veiy  nice  and  delicate  nature,  not  bearing  the 
mbit  diirant  relation  to  the  affairs  of  government, 
were  divulged,  as  if  Adminidratioii  were  deter- 
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™incd  to  mew,  that  „K.n,  wJio  ],ad  violateu  puhUc 
Mice,  u-cre  incapable  oi private  honour. 

“  Tivo  days  previous  to  my  being  heard  before 
a  couu  or  julUcc,  I  had  the  grief  to  hnd  that  my 
eaenne«  had  prevailed  on  his  Majelly  to  fnew  me  a 
pn  ire  maiK  cf  his  difoleafure,  by  fitperfeding  me 
,  as  u/one/  of  the  Regiment  of  my  own  county, 
without  any  compiaiiu  again!!  me,  which  could 
not  but  give  fuch  a  ftep  tlie  very  unconftitutional 
^pearance  or  tnjuencln^  or«W«r/,  n  judges. 
W  hen  was  brought  before  die  court  of  L.;., 
y  leas,  I  pleaded  the  caufe  of  univerfal  liberty.  It 
was  the  caufe  of  Peers  and  Gentlemen  onlyv 
but  or  all  the  middling^  and  inferior  claf  of  peo-ole, 
vohofand  moft  in  need  of  proteaion,  which  I  obferted’ 
was  on  that  day  the  great  quedion  before  the 
court.  I  was  difeharged  from  imprifonment  by 
the_  unanimous  fentence  of  my  judges,  without 
giving  any  bar!  or  fecurity.  On  the  firll  day  of 
Mie  meeting  of  ParJiament,  I  humbly  fubmitted 
my  grievances  to  the  Houfe  of  ConnnL,  as  they 
were  chofen  to  be  tl.e  guardians  of  the  libcrties'of 
the  people  againft  the  defpotifm  of  miniders  I 
likewife  voluntarily  entered  my  appearance  to  the 
acbons  brought  at  law  again!!  me,  as  foon  as  I 
knew  the  derermination  of  the  Majority,  that  ail 
the  irregulanties  again!!  me  fiiould  bejuiiiiied,  and 
that  no  privilege  foouid  be  allowed  in  wy  'cafe,  even 
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as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding,  which  was  the  mofl 
harlh  the  rancour  of  party  could  devife. 

“  The  firft  charge  exhibited  again  ft  me  was  for 
being  the  autJ.'cy  oi  the  North  Britojif  ISo.  4^,  and 
I  was  expelled  the  Iloufe  cf  Commons  on  that  charge, 
after  a  loofe  examination  at  their  bar  of  ^.vitnejj'es 
civith'ouf  oath.  The  judicial  proceedings  againft  me, 
as  the  fuppofed  author y  were  however  dropped,  and 
I  was  afterwards  tried  in  the  Kind’s  Bench  only  for 
tlie  republkafion  of  it.  If  the  charge  againft  me  a^ 
author  was  juft,  and  could  be  fuoported  on  onthy 
why  was  I  not  tried  at  law  on  tha-  charge  ?  If  the 
char-ge  was  unjuft,  and  could  not  be  fupported  on 
oat  by  why  was  I  expelled?  If  the  republication  is  a 
crime,  it  was  publickly  committed  by  the  printers 
of  feveral  news-papers,  who  ftill  remain  unnoticed, 
although  their  names  appear  lo  their  feveiai  pa¬ 
pers.  This  is  furely  a  glaring  proof  of  the  greateft 
partiality.  My  pciTonal  enemy,  Lord  Mnnsfeldy 
CHOSE  to  try  both  the  caufes  againft  me,  that  he 
might  in  the  moft  daftardly  manner,  under  the  co¬ 
lour  of  law,  avenge  the  attack  made  on  thofc 
known  political  principles  of  his,  fo  inconfiftent 
with  the  glorious  Reojolutiony  on  the  rooted  attach¬ 
ment  of  himielf  and  his  ncareft  relations  to  th^ 
Stuart  family,  on  his  partiality  in  the  feat  of  juf- 
tice,  &c.  &c.  which  feem  to  have  been  favourite 
topics  in  fhe  North  Britcny  and  other  political  pa¬ 
pers,  of  which  his  Lordlhip  did  me  the  libnoiir  to 
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n.nme  m-  as  the  author.  This  had  long  rankled 
in  his  iieart,  and  now  the  faireii  opportunity  of 
revenue  prcfented  itfeif.  Having  carefully  kudied 
the  rrrW;,  and  hading  that  they  did  not  infure 
the  certainty  he  wiflied  of  my  conviaion,  on  the 
evening  preceding  the  trials,  he  feat  for  my  >//. 

TO  HIS  OWN  house,  and  defired  him  to  con- 
fent  to  the  alterations  his  Lordlhip  propofed  in 
both  the  caufes,  that  of  the  Briton,  No.  45, 

,and  of  the  Ejjay  on  lVc?;icin.  The  Chief  JuJiice 
funk  into  the  crafty  attorney,  and  made  himfelf  a 
party  againh  the  perfon  accufed  before  him  as 
judge,  vvhen  he  ought  to  have  prefumed  me  inno¬ 


cent.  My  JoUcitor  refufed,  and  againd  his  confent 
the  records  ^verc  there  materially  altered  bv  his  Lord- 
Ihip’s  exprefs  orders,  fo  that  I  was  tried  on  two 
new  charges,  very  different  from  thofe  I  had  an- 
fwered.  Tins  is,  I  believe,  the  mod  daring  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  rights  of  Ejtglifinsen,  v/hich  has  been 
committed  oy  any  judge  fmee  tlie  time  of  Jeffries', 
yet  this  arbitrary  Scottijh  Chi f  JuJlice  dill  remains 
unimpeached  except  in  the  hearts  of  the  whole 
nation.  Several  of  the  Jury  were  by  counter-no¬ 
tices,  figned  Sunnnomng  Officer,  prevented  from  at¬ 


tending  on  the  day  appointed  for  ihe  trial,  while 
ethers  had  not  only  private  notice  given  them  off 
the  real  day,  but  likcwil'e  indrudions  for  their  be¬ 
haviour.  To  crown  the  whole.  Lord  Mansfield  in  his 
charge  tc'i  turedbeththe  la^iv  and  iheffahlffogroffsly,  that 
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tlie  audience  were  (liockcd  no  lefs  at  the  indecency 
than  at  the  partiality  of  his  conduft.  I  was  durinp; 
all  this  time  very  dan;'5eroufly  ill  with  my  daugh¬ 
ter  at  Paris,  ablblutely  incapable  ot  making  any 
perfonal  defence,  and  indeed  totally  ignorant  of 

X  ^  1  *  J 

the  two  new  qiiellions,  on  v/hich  I  was  to  oe  tricn. 

“  The  Majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  in 
this  interval  grown  fo  impatient  tor  rev'cnge,  that 
they  w'ould  not  wait  to  fee  if  I  fhould  be  intangled 
in  the  nice  mefhes  of  the  curious  Mansfield  net, 
which  was  to  be  fpread  for  me.  They  voted  my 
cxpulfcny  while  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  at  Paris, 
although  I  had  font  to  their  Speaker  the  mod  au¬ 
thentic  proof  of  my  abfolute  inability  to  attend 
their  fummons,  and  had  only  defircd  a  fnort  delay. 
Humanity  pleaded  my  caufe  in  vain.  The  corrupt 
and  cankered  hearts  of  thofe  men,  which  had  been 
fhut  againft  juftice,  were  not  open  to  pity,  d  hey 
were  heeled  againd  compaffion,  but  I  am  hire  they 
will  feel  remorfe. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  other  charge  brought 
againd  me,  which  rchpeds  an  idle  poem,  called  an 
Essay  on  Woman,  and  a  few  other  detached 
verfes.  If  fo  much  had  not  been  faid  on  this  fub- 
jecl,  I  fhould  be  fuperior  to  entering  upon  anyjuf- 
tiheation  of  myfelf,  becaiife  I  will  always  main¬ 
tain  the  right  of  private  opinion  in  its  fulled  ex¬ 
tent,  when  it  is  not  followed  by  giving  any  open, 
public  offence  to  any  edablilhment,  or  indeed  to 


..... 


... 

'  .i''.*-,-^  .'•  .  .  >f  '  -! 


(95) 

any  indivitkial.  the  crime  commences  from  thence, 
ail  tie  .naidfia^e  has  a  right  to  interpofe,  and 
even  to  pumih  outrageous  .and  imlecctit  att,acfcs  on 
wiiat  any  coninumity  has  decreed  to  he  facred 
rkit  only  the  ruies  of  good  breeding,  but  the  laws 
o  fccict),  are  then  infringed,  in  .my  oven  ciofct 
I  had  .a  right  to  examine,  and  even  to  try  by  the 
teen  cage  of  ridicule,  any  opinions  I  pleafed.  If 

I  have  laughed  pretty  freely  at  the  glaring  abfur- 
ditics  of  the  mod:  monfrroiis  which  was  ever 

attempted  to  be  impc.fed  on  tlie  credulity  of  chri- 
f.i.an,i,^a  creed  which  our  greet  Tillot/on  wisheo 
the  Chvrch  of  Encl..ikd  was  fairly  rid 
«F,  It  was  in  private  I  hang  lied.  I  a.m  not  the  frft 
good  protellant,  who  has  .amnfed  himfeif  with  the 
egregious  nonfenfe,  and  fil  y  conceits,  of  that 
ffrange,  perplexed  and  perple.xing  mortal,  th."t 
Jaint  of  more  admirable  fivaiiow  and  more  happy 
dige-dion  than  any  of  the  tribe,  Jthanafius.  I 
gave  however  no  offence  to  any  one  ir.dii-idual  of 
the  community.  1  he  fae'i  is,  tliat  after  the  affair 
of  the  NoRa  ir  Brito.y,  the  government  brib’d 
one  of  my  fervants  to  Jienl  a  part  of  the  Ess.Av  on 
WO.MAN,  and  the  other  pieces,  out  of  my  houfe. 
Not  quite  a  fiurih  p-art  of  the  volume  had  been 
printed  at  my  own  private  prefs.  The  work  had 
been  difeontinued  for  feveial  months,  before  I  had 
the  lead  knowledge  of  the  theft.  Of  that  fourth 
part  only  twelve  copies  were  worked  off,  and  I 
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never  gave  one  of  thofe  copies  to  any  friend.  In  this 
infamous  manner  did  government  get  poffelf  on  of  this 
new  fubjecl  of  acciifation,  and,  except  in  the  cafe  of 
Algernon  Syditey^  of  this  new  fpecies  of  crime  ;  for  a 
Stuart  only  could  make  the  refinement  in  tyranny  of 
ranfacking  and  robbing  the  receffes  of  clofets  and 
lludies  in  order  to  convert  priojate  arnufements  into 
Jiate  crimes.  After  the  fervant  had  been  brib’d  to 
commit  the  theft  in  his  mailer’s  houfe,  the  moll  a- 
bandoned  mian  of  the  age,  who  in  this  oj irt non s  raigw 
had  rifen  to  be  fecrctary  of  Hate,  was  bribed  to  make 
a  complaint  to  the  Heufe  of  Lords  that  I  had  publish¬ 
ed  an  infamious  Poe?n^  which  no  man  there  had  ever 
feen.  It  was  read  before  that  great  alTembly  grave 
lords  and  pious  prelates,  excellent  judges  of  rxit  and  poe¬ 
try,  and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  Clerks 
of  the  Houfe  to  copy,  and  to  publish  through  the 
nation*  The  whole  of  this  proceeding  was  1  own  a 
public  infult  on  order  and  decency,  but  it  was  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  not  by  the  accufed  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  d'hc  neat,  prim  fmirk- 
ing  Chaplain  of  that  babe  of  grace,  that  gude  chccld  of 
the  prudifh  kirk  of  Scotland,  the  Earl  of  March,  was 
highly  offended  at  my  having  made  an  cjfay  on  Jl'oman. 
His  nature  could  not  forgive  me  that  ineffable 
crime,  and  his  onvn  condudl  did  not  afford  me  the  Iha- 
dow  of  an  apology.  In  great  wrath  he  drew  his  grey 
goofe  quill  again  11  me.  ITe  pious  peer  caught  the  a- 
larm,  and  they  both  poured  forth  mod  woeful  lamen¬ 
tations,  their  tender  hearts  ovenvhelnicd  with  grief 
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or  as  the  Chaplain,  who  held  the  pen,  faid,  with 
CRIEFS  OF  GRIEFS.  He  proceeded  to  make  very 
unfail  extiacls,  and  arterwards  to  he-?iQte  them  in  the 
fouled  manner.  The  mod  vile  blafphemics  were  for¬ 
ged,  and  publi/lied  as  part  of  a  work,  which  in  reality 
contained  nothing  but  fair  ridicule  on  foine  dodrines 
I  could  not  believe,  mock  panegyric  flowing  from  mere 
envy,  winch  fickened  at  xhefiperior  parts  and  abilities, 
as  well  as  nvendrous  deeds  of  a  man  I  could  not  love, 
a  few  portraits  drawn  from  warm  life,  with  the  too 
high  comunng  of  a  youthful  fancy,  and  two  or  three 
deferiptions,  perhaps  too  lufcious,' which  though  na¬ 
ture  and  WOMAN  might  pardon,  a  Kidgell  and  a 
Mansfield  could  not  fail  to  condemn. 


‘‘I  have  now,  gentlemen,  gone  through  all  the  ob- 
jedions,  which  have  been  made  to  my  condud  in  a 
public  capacity.  My  ^enemies  finding  that  I  was  in<' 
vulnerable,  where  they  pointed  their  molt  envenom’d 
darts,  afterwards  attempted  to  affiliate  my  privme 
character,  and  propagated  an  infinite  variety  of 
groundlefs  calumnies  againit  me.  1  have  generally 
treated  thefe  with  the  contempt  they  deferved,  from 
tne  certainty  that  all  who  knew  me,  would  know 
that  I  was  incapable  of  the  things  laid  to  my  charge. 
A  few  falfehocds  advanced  with  more  boldnefs  than 
tne  reft,  I  was  at  the  pains  to  refute.  The  Winchefier 
Hoiy  in  particular,  becaufe  it  refpeded  Lord  Bute's 
own  fon,  and  had  been  ulhered  to  the  public  with 
the  greatell  parade,  as  well  as  with  all  the  impudence 
of  malice,  and  rage  of  party,  1  difproved  fo  fully, 
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that  I  am  fure  not  the  leaft  fliadow  cf  a  doubt  re¬ 
mained  in  any  man’s  mind  as  to  my  entire  innocence 
of  that  mod  illiberal  charge.  I  have  liv’d  fo  along  a- 
m.ong  you,  gentlemen,  that  I  will  red  every  thing  re- 
fpeding  me  as  a  private  man  to  the  tedimony,  which 
the  experience  of  fo  many  years  authorizes  you  to 
give,  well  knowing  that  true  candour  always  weighs 
in  the  fame  balance  faults  and  virtues.  The  Jkadcs 
in  private  life  are  darkened  by  an  enemy,  but  fcarce- 
ly  feen  bv  a  friend.  Bcfidcs  it  is  not  given  to  every 
man  to  be  as  pious  as  Lord  Sajidxvich,  or  as  chajlc^ 
in  and  out  of  the  marriage  bed,  in  all  thouglit,  word, 
and  deed,  as  the  Bijhop  of  Gloucefcr. 

“  A  few  other  particulars,  gentlemen,  deferve  to 
be  mentioned,  that  you  may  have  before  you  the  whole 
of  my  conduct  in  thefe  interefeing  afrairs.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  late  flagrant  breach  of  the  laws,  1 
thouc^ht  it  my  duty  to  the  community  to  commence 
aaions  againfl  all  the  perfons  guilty.  I  defpifed  the 
meannefs  of  a  ttacking  only  agents  and  deputies,  i 
endeavoured  to  bring  to  the  jurifdidion  of  the  law, 
the  principals^  the  frit  and  great  oflenders,  the 
fecretaries  of  fate.  1  blulli  for  my  country,  when  I 
add  that  though  I  have  employed  the  ablell  gentlemen 
of  the  profefiion,  they  have  hitherto  found  it  impof- 
fible  even  to  force  an  appearance.  I-ord  Egremoni 
died,  braving  the  juilicc  of  his  country,  l-ord  Ha¬ 
lifax  lives,  perhaps  to  triumph  over  it,  and  to  give 
the  example  to  future  fecretaries  of  committing  the 
violation  of  the  rights  of  the  Commons  with 
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in<punlty.  T]:e  judicial  proceeding  at  my  Aiit  com¬ 
menced  in  tlic  beginning  of  May  twelvemonth,  and 
now  at  tile  end  of  Odlober  in  the  preient  yeai*,  Jus 
liOrdlliip  has  not  entered  any  appearance,  feeking 
ilielter  all  the  winter  under  Privilege^  all  the  fummer 
under  the  chicane  of  la-iv.  The  liitk  ojenders  indeed 
have  not  efcaped.  Several  honef  juries  have  marked 
tliem  with  ignominy,  and  their  guilt  has  been  fol¬ 
lowed  with  legal  punifliment.  But  what  is  of  infi- 
nicely  greater  importance  to  the  nation,  we  have 
Heard  from  the  Bench,  that  general  warrants 
ARE  ABSOLUTELY  ILLEGAL.  Such  a  declaration  is 
now  become  in  tne  higheft  degree  intereking  to  the 
fubjecl,  becaufe  the  Majority  in  this  courtly  Houfe  of 
Commons  refufed,  the  very  lad  winter,  to  come  to  any 
refolution  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  their  fellow  fub- 
jefls.  We  owe  it  likewife  to  the  mok  upright,  inde¬ 
pendent,  and  intrepid  Chief  Jufiice  of  the  Court  of 
Cc;nmc7i  Pleas,  that  in  the  aclion  againk  the  under  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State,  Mr.  TVood,  the  seizure  of  pa¬ 
pers,  except  in  cafes  of  High  Treafon,  has  been  de¬ 
clared  ILLEGAL. 


Av  hen  /rekefl  on  thefe  two  mok  important  de¬ 
terminations  in  favour  of  liberty,  the  bek  caufe,  and 
the  noblek  kakc,  for  which  men  can  contend,  I  con¬ 
gratulate  my  free-born  countrymen,  and  am  full  of 
gratitude  that  heaven  infpired  me  with  a  lirmnefs  and 
fortitude  equal  to  the  condink  of  fo  arduous  a  bufmefs. 
Under  all  the  wanton  cruelties  of  ufurped  and  abufed 
power,  thegooanefs  of  the  caufe  fupported  me,  and  I 
never  lok  fight  of  the  great  objed,  which  I  had  from 
the  hrk  in  my  view,  the  prefervation  of  the  rights 
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nnd  privileges  of  every  Englijh?nan.  I  glory  in  the 
name,  and  will  never  forget  the  duties  refulting  from 
it.  Tho’  I  am  driven  into  exile  from  my  dear  country, 
Ifliall  never  ceafe  to  love  and  reverence  its  conhitution, 
while  it  remains  free.  It  will  continue  my  firft  ambition 
to  approve  myfelf  a  faithful  fon  of  England^  and  I  fhall 
always  be  ready  to  give  my  life  a  willing  facrifice  tc  my 
native  country,  and  to  what  it  holds  mofl  dear,  the  fc- 
curity  of  our  inva.uable  liberties.  While  I  live,  I 
(hall  enjoy  the  fatisfadlion  of  thinking  that  1  have  not 
lived  in  vain,  that  the  prefent  age  has  borne  the  no- 
bleil  tefeimony  to  me,  and  that  my  name  will  pafs 
with  honour  to  pollerity,  for  the  upright  and  difinte- 
refted  part  I  have  acted,  and  for  my  unwearied  cmica- 
vours  to  proteB  and  Jecure  the  ferjon:^  houjes^  and  papers 
of  jny  fellc~<x'-Jtihjedt5  froin  arbitrary  ojifts  and  fci’X.urcs, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 
with  much  regard  and  aneclion, 
your  molt  obliged  and  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Earis,  Oil.  22,  1764.  John  Wilkes. 


Dedication  prefxed  to  the  Fall  of  Mortimer.  A  T raged  y. 

E’o  the  Rt .  Hon.]owit  “Stuart,”  Earl  of  VjV  til, 
Chaficellor  of  the  Uniajerfity  of  Aberdeen  in  Scotland^  frj7 
ConnniJjicfier  cf  the  Treafury  in  E?:g!and,  one  cf  the  fx- 
Icen  Reprefentati-ves  cf  the  Peers  of  Scotland,  one  of  his 
Majejlys  mofi  honourable  Priuy  Ccuncil,  raid  Knight  cf 
the  rnoft  noble  EngliJJo  Order  rf  the  Garter. 

My  Lord, 


7  ANY  and  various  motives  Iiavc  concurred  to 
give  a  peculiar  propriety  to  tlie  fond  wifli  I 
had  formed  of  making  this  humble  cftering  “at  the 
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flirine  of  Bute.  I  have  felt  an  honefl  Indignation 
at  all  the  invidious,  “  unjuil,’’  and  odious  applications 
of  die  ftory  of  Roger  Mortimer.  I  abfolutely  dif- 
claim  the  moil  diflant  allufion,  and  I  purpofely  dedi- 
^:ite  f/jJs  Play  to  your  Lordihip,  becaufe  hiilory  does 
not  iurniih  a  more  flriking  contrail  than  there  is  be¬ 
tween  the  two  miniilers,  in  the  reigns  of  the 

Third ,  and  of  George '^e  Third.  I  ihall  trace  this 
thiougli  a  'Variety  of  the  moil  intereiling  particulars, 
ieciire  of  the  fatisfadion  your  Lordihip  will  find  by 
tnc  accompanying  me  in  fo  pleafant  a  purfuit.’’ 

“  Edward  the  Third”  was  held  in  the  moil  abfo- 
lute  ilavery  by  his  mother  and  her  miniiler ;  the  iiril 
nobles  England  were  excluded  from  the  king’s 
councils,  and  the  minion  difpofed  of  all  places  of 
prof  t  and  trull.  The  king’s  uncles  did  not  retain  the 
lhadew  of  power  and  authority.  “  They”  were 
tj Gated  with  infult,  and  the  whole  royal  family  be¬ 
came  ”  net  onl}^  depreifed,  but  forced  to  depend  upon 
the  caprice  of  an  infolent/^*x;<,//r/V^.  'The  young  king 
had  been  vidorious  over  the  Sects,  then  a  fierce,  fa- 
vage,  and  perhdious  people,”  who  were  in  thatrEigp. 
our  cruel  enemies,  though  happily  in  this  our  deareil 
fi  lends.  On  ev^ery  favourable  opportunity,  either  by 
tlie  diilradions  in  the  public  councils  “of  this  king¬ 
dom,”  during  a  minority,  or  by  the  abfence  of  the  na¬ 
tional  troops,  they  had  ravaged  England  v/ith  fre  and 
Iwoid.  Ednjjard  might  have  compelled  them  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  any  terms,  “  fo  glorious  and  decifive  v/as  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms but  Roger  Mortimer,  from 
pciaonal  motives  of  his  own  powtrand  ambition,  haf- 
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tily  concluded  an  ignominious  peace,  by  which  he 
facriftced  “  the  lacrcd  triumphs  of  a  profperous  war, 

and  the  jufteft  claims  of  conqueft.” 

It  is  with  the  higheft  rapture,  “  my  Lord,”  I  now 
look  back  to  that  difgraceful  xra,  “  bccaufe  I  feel 
the'  ftriking  contraft  it  makes,”  with  the  halcyon 
days  of  George  the  ^hird.  This  excellent  prince  is 
held  in  no  kind  of  captivity,  i^ll  his  nobles  liave 
free  accefs  to  him.  The  throne  is  not  now  befiegcd. 
Court-favour  not  confined  to  one  partial  flream, 
Hows  in  a  variety  of  dmerent  channeis,  enriching 
this  whole  country.  There  is  now  the  moil  pci  feel 
union  among  all  the  branches  of  the  royal  tamily. 
No  court  minion  now  finds  it  ncccfiary  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  own  omnipotence,  by  the  vilefi  infi- 
nuations,  to  divide  either  the  royal,  or  any  noble 
families.  The  king’s  uncle  is  now  t;cated  with  that 


marked  diftindion  which  his  fingular  merit  is  en¬ 
titled  to,  both  from  the  nation,  and  the  tin  one,  Oica- 
blilhed  by  his  valour  in  extinguifhing  a  foul  rebel¬ 
lion,  which  burft  upon  us  from  its  naii-ve  Northy  and 
almoft  overfpread  the  land.  Our  fovereign  is  con- 
feious  that  he  owes  more  to  cur  great  deliverer  than 
any  prince  in  Europe  owes  to  any  fubjea  ;  and  he 
fcts  a  noble  example  of  gratitude  to  princes,  que  Ics 
Yoisy  ces  illuftres  ingrats,  font  a^^  rialheureux  pour  ne 
connoiire  pas* .  No  favouriu  now  lias  trampled  upon 
,the  moil;  refpcdable  of  the  Englijh  nobility,  and  dri¬ 
ven  them  from  their  fovereign’s  councils.  No  dd- 

•*  P'oltaire.  4 
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cord  now  rages  in  the  kingdom,  but  every  tongue 
bleiles  the  minider  who  has  fo  many  ways  endeared 
himfelf  no  lefs  to  the  nobility  than  to  the  whole  body 
of  the  people.  Primores  populi  arripuit,  populumque 
tributim.  To  compleat  the  contrail,  we  have  now 
an  ad‘umitageous,  a  glorious  peace,  fully  adequate  to 
all  JzicceJJesy  to  all  the  glories  of  the  war. 

The  internal  policy  of  this  kingdom,  ‘‘  my  Lord,” 
IS  equally  to  be  admired.  Our  gracious  fovereign 
maturely  examines  all  matters  of  national  impor¬ 
tance,  and  no  unfair  or  partial  reprefentation  of  any 
bufinefs,  or  of  any  of  his  fubjedls,  is  buffered  to  be 
made  to  him,  nor  can  any  charader  be  affaffinated  in 
the  dark,  by  an  unconllitutional  Priu^e  Mimjler,  He 
regularly,  by  your  advice,  attends  every  private 
council  of  real  moment,  and  nothing  is  there  fub- 
m.itted  to  the  arbitrary  decifion  of  one  man.  This 
happy  Hate  of  things  we  owe  to  your  lorddiip’s  u?2ex- 
ampled  care  of  his  Majelly^s  youth.  The  ‘‘  impor¬ 
tant  piomife  you  made  us,  that  we  fhould  frequent¬ 
ly  fee  our  fovereign,  like  his  great  predeceffor,  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Third,  prefiding  in  perfon  at  the  Britijh 
Tiealury,  has  been  fulfilled,  to  the  advantage  and 
glory  of  thefe  times,  and  to  the  perfedingof  that  fcheme 
of  ceco?iomy  fo  earnellly  recommended  from  the  throne, 
fo  ably  carried  into  execution  by  yourfelfy  and  YOUR 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer'^y  as  well  as  fo  sjihnitely  by 

.->11  Fr.incis  D^fhwood,  now  Lord  Le  Defpenfer,  who  from 
puzzling  all  his  life  at  tavern  bills,  was  called  by  lord  Bute  to  ad- 
ininifler  the  finances  of  a  kingdom  above  an  hundred  millions  in 
debt,  and  Idled  by  him,  in  the  royal  manner,  my  Chancellor.’' 
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the  lord  fteward  of  the  houfhold*.  Tour  whole  coun¬ 
cil  of  date  too,  is  compofed  of  men  of  the  fird  abili¬ 
ties  ;  the  Duke  of  Bedford^  the  Earls  of  Halifaxj 
Egre?no7it  and  Gonjuer  ;  the  Lords  Henley,  Mansfield  and 
Ligonier  ;  Mr.  George  Grennjille,  and  Mr.  Fox.  I  he 
bufmefs  of  this  great  empire  is  not  however  entirely 
truded  to  them  :  the  mod  arduous  and  complicate 
parts  are  not  only  digeded  and  prepared,  but  finally 
revifed  and  fettled,  by  Gilbert  Elliot,  Alexander  Wed- 
derburn,  Efqrs.  Sir  Henry  Erjkine,  Bart,  and  the  Home-\. 

Another  reafon  why  I  chufe  your  Lordlhip  for  the 
fubjeftof  this  dedication  is,  that  you  arc  faid,  by  for¬ 
mer  dedicators,  to  cultivate  with  fuccefs  the  polite 
arts.  “  How  fparing  and  penurious  is  this  praife  ? 
Such  literary  ceconomy  is  really  odious.”  They  ought 
to  have  gone  further,  and  to  have  Ihewn  how  liberally 
you  are  pleafed  to  reward  all  men  of  genius.  Mal- 
loch  §  and  the  Home  have  been  nobly  provided  for. 

*  “  Earl  Talbot,  vho  thought  a  civil  Ii.1:  of  800,000  1.  a  year, 
infuiEcient  to  keep  up  the  hofpitality  of  a  private  nobieinun’s  kit¬ 
chen,  in  the  king  of  England’s  palace.” 

-f  “  The  Rev.  John  Home,  Efq;  firft  a  preacher  among  the  Scot- 
tifh  I’re/byterians,  then  a  play-right,  'fins  preacher,  hkc  the 
famous  Threfher,  the  blind  Cobler,  and  ethers,  was  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  looked  upon  as  a  prodigy  of  genius  and  learning,  from  having 
produced  one  tolerable  piece.  He  went  on,  and  it  v'as  foon  I'cen 
how  mean  and  contemptible  his-talents  wjre.  He  funk  into  ob- 
feurity,  and  his  fame,  like  the  torrent  h'*  fpeaks  of  in  Dougluji, 
Infufed  sii. FNCK  with  a  stilly  *  sound.” 

*  Var.  Ledl.  silly. 

^  David  Malloch,  author  of  many  forgotten  poems  and  plays, 
was  lormcrly  an  uflier  to  a  fchool  in  Scotland,  On  his  arrival  from 
the  North,  he  became  a  great  dcclaim.er  at  the  London  coffee- 
houfes  againfl:  the  Chriftian  religion.  Old  furly  Deviih  was  highly 
offended  at  his  conuufl-,  and  always  called  liim  Molcch.  He  then 
changed  his  name  to  Mallet,  and  foon  after  publiflicd.  An  Eptjlle 
to  Mr.  Dope  on  Verbal  Crithijm.  Theobald  was  attacked  in  it, 
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Churchill  or  Armftrcng  write  like  them,  your’ 
ordihip’s  Clascal  tafte  will  relilh  their  works,  and 
patronize  the  authors.  You,  my  lord,  are  faid  to  be 
not  only  a  Patrcn,  but  a  Judge,  and  Malloch  adds, 
t  lat  he  wi/hcs,  “  for  the  honour  of  our  country,  that 
this  praifc  were  not,  almoji  exclufi^eJy,  your  own  ’’  I 
wiihtoo,  for  the  honour  of  ./coun;;,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  your  lordjhip  from  the  contagion  of  a  malio-- 
nant  that  yen  would  not  again  give  permifton 
to  a  Scottijh^  fcribbler  to  facrifice  almoft  the  whole  body 
o.  cur  nobdity  and  gentry  to  his  itch  of  panegyric  on 
>ou,  ofpay  from  you  ;  and  I  fubmit,  whether  a  fu¬ 
ture  inconvenience  may  not  refult  from  fo  remarkable 
an  inftance  how  certain  and  fpeedy  the  way  to  obtain 
the  laft  is,  by  m.eans  of  the  Jrfl. 

?.iid  focn  m^nged  himfelf  in  the  new  edition  of  Shakefoeare  r 
^  anonymous  writer  has,  like  a  Scotch  pedlar,  in  wit,  unbraced 

^  FlhSlf  d""”  ^  fairly  %  of  this  author,  as 

^  ^  Poms— Kang  him,  baboon  !  his  wit  is  as  thick 

as  I  ewkc/bur>-  muftard,  there  is  no  more  conceit  in  him  than 
a  trader.  Preface,  ^.52.  Editior  ./  1 7  5  ^ . 

“  This  Madoch  had  the  happinefsof  a  wife  who  had  faith  enoueh. 
She  believed  inat  her  hufband  was  the  greateft  poet  and  wit  of  tlie 
age.  Sometimes  Hie  vrould  feize  and  kifs  his  hand  with  rapture, 
and  if  the  looks  of  a  tnend  exprefied  any  furprife,  would  apolo¬ 
gize,  that  it  ‘zl-as  the  dear  hand  that  <ivrote  theje  dPoine  poems.  She 
once  lamented  to  a  lady,  how  much  the  reputation  of  her  hufband  ' 
uttered  by  his  name  being  jo  frequently  confounded  with  that  of 
1.  SmolJet.  The  lady  anlvvcred,  Madam,  there  is  a  fmrt  rcmed\\ 

Jet  your  hufatid  keep  to  his  c’lvn  name.’'' 

^  publiHied  Lord  Bolingbroke’s  PoHhumous 

oiks,  lor  which  a  prefentment  was  made  againft  him  by  the 
Grand  Jury  of  Middlesex.  Penfioner  Jobnfon  faid,  that  Lord  Bo- 
lingbrokc  had  charged  a  blunderbufs  with  all  manner  of  combuf- 
tiblcs  againft  the  human  race,  that  he  dared  not  let  it  offhimfelf, 
but  h^d  hired  a  rafcfil  to  pull  the  trigger/’ 

In  the  edfavo  abridgment  of  Johnlon’s  Diclionarv,  is  an  article 
ef  «  alias  for  otherwife,  as  Ma/let  otherwi fc  Ma/lochP 
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“  Almoft  all  the  fciences,  my  Lord,  have  made 
fo  great  a  progrefs  in  England,  that  we  are  become 
the  fubjeas  of  jealoufy  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  but  un¬ 
der”  your  aufpices.  Botany  and  B^ragedy  have  reached 
the  utmoft  height  of  perfedion.  Not  only  the 
of  Ponver,  but  the  Vegetable  Syjiem  has  been  complcated 
by  the  joint  labours  of  your  lordfhip,  and  the  great 
Dr.  Hill.  Tragedy  under  Malloch  and  the  Ho?ne  has 
here  rivalled  the  Greek  model,  and  united  the  different 
merits  of  the  great  m.oderns.  The  fire  Shakefpearej 
and  the  corredlnefs  Racine,  have  met  in  your  two 
countr)^men.  One  other  exotic  too  1  muft  not  forget : 
Arthur  Murphy,  Gent.  He  has  the  additional  merit 
cf  a^ing  no  lefs  than  -.vrithig,  fo  as  to  touch  in  the 
moft  exquifite  manner  all  the  fine  feelings  of  the  hu¬ 
man  frame.  I  hive  fcarcely  ever  felt  myfelf  more 
forcibly  affeflcd,  than  by  this  poor  neglccled  player, 
except  a  few  years  ago  at  the  Duchefs  of  ^eensherrf  %, 
where  your  lordfhip  fo  frequently  exhibited.  In  one 
part  which  was  remarkably and  amiable"*  ,  you 
were  fo  great,  that  the  general  exclamation  was,  here 
you  did  7iot  a8.  In  another  part  you  were  no  lefs  per- 
fe(ft.  I  mean  in  the  famous  fcenc  of  Hamlet,  where 
you  pour  fatal  poi Jon  mto  the  ear  of  a  good  unfufpedl- 
ing  king.  If  the  great  names  of  Murphy  and  Butp, 
as  players,  penfantur  eddem  trutind,  it  is  no  flattery  to 
fay  that  you,  my  lord,  were  not  only  fuperior,  but 
even  unrivalled  by  him,  as  well  as  by  all  who  have 
ever  appeared  on  the  great  ftage  of  the  world.  As 

*  Lord  Bute  a(^led  Lothario  remarkably  well.  It  was  the  ex- 
prcfTian  ot  Frederic,  prince  of  Wales,  ccchccd  by  the  public,  Here 
But!  docs  not  a&. 
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a  ^m-iter,  I  take  Mr.  Murphy  rather  to  excel  you,  ex¬ 
cept  in  points  of  Orthography :  as  an  aaor,  he  can 
iorrn  no  pretcnfion  to  an  equality.  Nature  indeed  in 
herutnK)il/^.;;.Vr/;^  vve  admire  in  Uy.  Murphys,  but 
^rt,  art,  characterizes  your  lordihip. 

This  too  gives  your  lordihip  a  claim  to  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  this  Play.  You  are  perfeft  in  every  thing 
refpeaing  the  powers  of  afting.  Your  whole  mind 
has  been  formed  to  it.  All  your  faculties  have  been 
direded  to  this  important  object.  While  Mr.  Pittl 
I.ord  Peinplc,  and  others,  your  cotemporaries,  were 
preparing  themiel  ves  for  the  national  bufinefs  of  par¬ 
liament,  arjd  already  taking  a  dikinguiflied  part  there, 
you,  after  a  feven  years  service  in  Hoi  Je  of  Peers, 
coiidefcended  to  tread  many  a  private  flage  in  the  high 
bulkins  of  pompous,  fonorous  tragedy.  With  what 
fupeiior  lucctfs  I  record  with  plcafure.  Mr.  Pitt  and 


his  noble  brother  are  now  both  in  a  private  llation. 
You  have,  almoft  exclufvely,  the  fmiles  of  your  fove- 
reign  ;  they  only  the  empty  applaufe  of  their  country. 
This  too  they  lhare  with  others  ^  a  Duke  Ne^wcafle 
and  De-vonfiire  ;  a  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  an  Earl  of 
Hardavick,  and  the  two  fpirited  young  nobles,  who 
hand  lb  high  in  fame  and  virtue,  whom  England  glo¬ 
ries  that  Ihe  can  call  her  own,  the  Dukes  of  Grafron 
and  Portland,  i  hefe  diftinguilhed  charadlers  mull 
evei  be  refpecded  by  your  lorddiip,  for  their  ardent 
lo\e  of  our  hcojereign  and  of  Liberty,  and  honoured  by 
this  nation  as  the  declared,  determined,  and  combined 


enemies  of defpotic,  inlblent,  contemptible fa<vouritifm. 

As  Tragedy  and  Botany  have  thus  reared  their  heads, 
gi^'C  me  leave  to  recommend  to  your  lordhupone  im- 
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portant  point  refpe^^l’npr  the  Scie7tccs,  and  the  Bclhs 
Letires^  which  diill  rcniains  iiiifettled  :  I  mean  Ortho¬ 
graphs.  The  French  academy  has  fixed  it  for  tlieir 
nation  ;  yet  a  bold  modern,  Voltaire ,  has  dared  to  de¬ 
viate  fi'om  their  rules,  and  has  endeavoured  to  efla- 
blifh  a  new  Orthography,  ftill  nearer  approaching  to 
the  modern  pronunciation.  I  have  fecn,  and  ad¬ 
mired,  fome  curious  fpecimens  of  your  lordfltip’s  la¬ 
bours  of  this  kind,  moll:  happily  adapted  even  to  the 
female  mode  of  pronunciation,  which,  furely”\viLh 
me,  as  well  as  with  a  polite  nobleman,  mini:  ever 
bear  the  palm,  if  not  of  corrednefs,  yet  of  grace  and 
elegance.  Indeed,  my  lord,  the  letters  “  to  which’* 

I  allude,  are  fo  curious,  that  I  wifh  for  a  fac  f^mile 
of  them,  as  we  have  of  one  of  the  famous  genuine  let¬ 
ters  of  your  countryman  Archibald  Boiver,  7'hey 
would,  I  am  perfuaded,  excel  all  the  curious  manu- 
feripts  of  this  kind  in  your  own  Univerfity  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  or  among  the  immenfe  colleflion  of  lenrncd 
books  of  your  late  valuable  purchafe,  the  Argyle  li¬ 
brary.  May  I  not  therefore  hope,  that  as  the  Defi- 
nitioje  Treaty  is  now  figncd,  your  Lordfliip’s  labours 
will  be  direfled  to  this  important  point,  and  that  we 
may  expeft  to  fee  a  compleat  OrthographicalY)\BC\os\-3,xy y 
to  determine  the  knotty  point  of  Britain  for  Briton, 
which  has  of  late  puzzled  that  great  writer,  great 
Briton  himfelf'^,  notwithftanding  tlie  excellence  of 

*  Thofe  endearing  words,  Bert:  and  educated  in  this  country,  I 
glory  in  the  name  of  Britain,  were  feen  by  feveral  in  ihe  above  royal 
Orthography,  of  Britain  for  Briton,  and  fome  pretended  to  give 
an  Icon  BafiUkc  of  his  facred  majefty  King  George  the  third  from 
one  fingle  word,  the  political  writer,  the  Briton,  in  feveral  pafiugcs 
followed  the  royal  Orthography. 


Lis  education  ?  Eafe  and  elegance  will,  I  am 

perfuaded,  fall  attend  your  Lordfhip,  as  infeparably 
as  they  have  ever  done,  nor' will  you  in  this  cafe  be 
in  danger  of  being  forfaken  by  diem,  when,  as 
nedid  (or  if  you  pleafe,  in  your  own  botanical  phi'afe, 
Caiduus  Bcned.idlus)  fays,  7io^jj  he  is  tur^icd  Orthogra- 

pher,  his  ^asords  are  a  ‘very  fantajiical  banquet,  JuJi  fi 
ina?7y  Jirange  dijhes. 


I  Ihould  have  added,  my  Lord,  that  the  Flay  I 
make  an  chering  of  is  a  Tragedy,  the  moil-  grave  and 
moral  of  all  poems,  and  therefore  with  a  happy  pro¬ 
priety  comes  inferibed  to  yohr  Lordfliip,  the  moll; 
gra'V£,  the  moft  moral  cf  all  men.  A  ‘ivitty  cc?tiedy,  I 
would  never  have  offered  to  your  Lordfhip,  nor  in¬ 
deed  to  any  of  your  countrymen.  Wit  is  an  ignis  fa- 
iuus,  which  bewilders  and  leads  us  aflray.  It  is  the 
prwircfe  path,  which  conducts  us  to  folly.  Your  Lord- 
Ihip  nas  never  deviated  into  it.  You  have  marched 
on  with  folemn  dignity,  keeping  ever  the  true  tragic 
hep,  and  have  on  the  greatefi  occafions  (SO  kno'vjn, 

SO  honoured - in  the  Houje  cf  lords*)  exhibited  to 

the  world  what  you  learned  on  the  fage,  the  moll 
pompous  diaion  with  the  boldeh  theatrical  fweil,  in¬ 
finitely  fuperior  to  i  ll  the  light  airs  of  wit  or  humour. 
The  eafyyor>^  of  laughing  comedy  you  never  conde- 
feended  to  wear. 

I  have  one  thing  more  to  urge  to  your  Lordfhip. 
The  F/ay  is  quite  imperfed.  Your  Lordfhip  loves 
the  flage  :  fo  does  Mr.  Murphy.  Let  me  intreat  your 
Lordfhip  to  aflifl;  your  friend  in  perfeding  the  weak 
feenes  of  this  Tragedy.,  and  from  thefe  crude  labours 
*  A  line  of  Mr,  Fope,  fpeaking  of  Lord  Manfeld, 


> 
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of  Ben  John  foil  and  others,  to  give  us  a  com  pleat 
Play,  It  is  the  warmed  wilh  of  my  heart,  that  the 
Earl  of  Bute  may  fpeedily  compleat  the  dory  of  Ro¬ 
ger  Mortimer.  1  hope  that  your  J^ordOiip  will 
gracioujly  condefcend  to  undertake  this  arduous  talk, 
to  which,  parts  like  your’s  are  fo  peculiarly  adapted. 
A  variety  of  anecdotes  in  real  life  will  fupercede  the 
lead  necedity  of  poetical  fidion.  To  you  every  thing 
will  be  eafy.  The  Jifth  ASi  of  this  Play  v.'ill  find  ta¬ 
lents  great  as  your’s  dill  in  full  vigour,  even  after  you 
have  run  fo  wonderful  a  career.  If  more  important 
concerns,  either  of  bufinefs  or  amujefnent,  engage  you 
too  much,  I  beg,  my  Lord,  that  you  will  pleafc  roy¬ 
ally  to  COMMAND  Mr.  Murphy,,  as  Mr.  Macpherfon 
fays  you  commanded  him  to  publiOi  the  profe-poems 
of  Fingal  and  Temora.  Such  a  work  will  immorta¬ 
lize  your  glory  in  the  literary^  as  the  Peace  of  Paris 
will  in  the  political  world,  and  when  the  name  of 
Roger  Mortimer  diall  be  mentioned,  that  of 
Bute  will  follov/  in  the  lated  timesf. 

•f  Tim  idea  does  not  feem  to  be  difagrecable  to  the  noble  Lord, 
if  the  following  paflage  of  a  late  French  Journal  be  true.  We 
hear  v/ith  pleafure,  of  the  progrefs  of  the  polite  arts  even  to 
uluma  Thule.  Wears  informed  from  the  north  of  Scotland, 
that  at  Mount  Stewart,  in  the  illc  of  Bute,  is  lately  finilhed  a 
fuperb  cenotaph,  of  the  fined:  flatuary  marble  3  the  defign  is 
belt  explained  in,  the  infeription. 

Felici  Genio 
et 

yEternae  FamiE 

ROGERl  MORTIMER 
Comiti  de  March 
Qnod  mondravlt  viam 

Hoc  quale  cumque  grati  animi  ct  honoris  monumentunj 

I’ofuit 

Johannes  Stuart 
Comes  de  Bute.” 
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Give  me  leave  now,  my  Lord,  to  offer  my  thanks 
■as  an  Englijhnan,  for  your  public  conduft.  At  your 
^ccejjmi  to  power,  you  found  us  a  diftraded,  *  dif- 
united  nation.  The  late  abandoned  of  the 

people  ha.d  wickedly  extended  every  art  of  corruption 
through  all  ranks  of  men,  the  fenate  not  “  excepted”: 
I  fpeak  of  the  late  ^vcnal  parliament.  You,  my  Lord, 
have  made  us  an  united  and  happy  nation.  Corrup¬ 
tion hke  a  guilty  thing,  upon  your  fummons  of 
Mr.  Fox,  nor  have  I  heard  of  a  fingle  inflance  of 
any  undue,  unconftitutional  influence  exerted  in  the 
fenate.  I  now  fpeak  of  the  prefe7it,  ^uirtuoits  parlia¬ 
ment.  Your  Lordfhip  too  from  every  foreign  court 
haS  received  the  mofi;  flattering  tefdmonies  of  an  un¬ 
bounded  confidence  in  your  -jeracity  and  good  faith, 
equal  to  their  juft  fenfe  of  your  tranfeendant  abilities. 

I  beg  pardon,  my  Lord,  for  having  fo  long  de¬ 
tained  the  patriot  minifter  of  the  patriot  king,  from 
feenes  of fo^'eign  buflnefs,  or  the  rooting  out 
corruption  at  ho?/te,  or  the  itmocent  employments  of 
his  leifure  hours.  I  hope  Dr.  Hill,  and  the  Heme, 

foigi\e  me,  and  that  the  great  triumvirate  hav¬ 
ing  compleated  d.  glorious  and  permanent  peace,  may 
in  learned  cafe,  under  the  lhade  of  their  own  olHe, 
foon  enjoy  the  full  fweets  of  their  own  philofophy  ; 
for  as  Candide  obferves,  Ccla  eft  bien  dit,  mais  il 
FAUT  CULTIVER  NOTRE  jARDiN.  In  your  fofter, 
7nore  einvied  hours  of  retirement,  I  wifh  you,  my  Lord, 
the  moft  exquifite  pleafures  under  the  fhade  of  the 
Cyprian  Myrtle.  Your  patriot  mom.ents  will  be  paffed 
under  the  fhade  of  your  ^eottijh  Fir, 


f 
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"  I  will  no  longer  intrude  cn  your  LordHiip.  The 
Cocon  Tree  and  your  count ryt7ien  may  be  impatient  to 
fettle  with  you  the  Army  and  the  Finances  ot  this 
kingdom.  I  have  only  to  add  my  congratulations 
on  the  peculiar  fame  you  have  acquired,  fo  ade. 
quate  to  the  wonderful  acls  of  your  admiuidration. 
You  are  now  in  full  poffelTion  of  that  fa?nc  at  tin, 
head  of  Tories  and  Scof/men  ;  but  alas !  my  Lord, 
how  fantaftick,  as  well  as  tranfitory  is  fvne  !  The 
mcaneft  have  their  day  \  and  though  Mr.  Pitt  is 
now  adored,  as  the  head  of  Whigs  and  Englifmen, 
the  great  eft  can  hut  blaze  ^  and  pafs  aavay. 

I  am,  with  a  7xal  and  refpea  equal  to  your 


virtues. 


My  Lord, 

Your  LordHiip’s 

Very  liumble  fervent. 


hflarc n 


Letter  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  (y'  G r afto.v. 

Mv  Lord, 

“  rr  is  a  very  peculiar  fatisfaflion  I  feel,  on  my 
return  to  my  native  country,  that  a  nobleman  ot 
your  ^race^s  iuperior  talents,  and  innexioli^  inte¬ 
grity,  is  at  the  head  of  the  moil:  important  depart¬ 
ment  of  Hate.  1  have  been  wltncfs  of  the  geuerul 
applaufe,  which  has  been  given  abroad,  to  liie 


choice  his  Majefly  liat  made,  and  I  am  happy  to 
hnd  my  own  countrymen  zealous  and  unanimous 
in  every  tedimony  of  their  approbation. 

I  hope,  my  Lord,  that  I  may  congratulate  my- 
felf,  as  well  as  my  country,  on  your  grace’s  being 
placed  in  a  llation  of  fo  great  power  and  impor¬ 
tance.  Though  I  have  been  cut  olF  from  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  his  majedy’s  fubjedb,  by  a  cruel  and  unjuft 
profeription,  I  have  never  entertained  an  idea  in- 
confiilent  with  the  duty  of  a  good  fubjed.  My 
heart  dill  retains  all  its  former  warmth  for  the 
dignity,  of  England,  and  the  glory  of  its  fovereign. 
I  have  not  alTociated  with  the  traitors  to  our  liber¬ 
ties,  nor  made  a  fingle  connedion  wi  h  any  man 
who  was  dangerous,  or  even  fufpeded  by  the 
friends  of  the  protellant  family  on  the  throne.  I 
now  hope  that  the  rigour  of  a  long-unmerited  exile 
is  paif,  and  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  continue  in 
the  land,  and  among  the  friends  of  liberty. 

I  wifli,  my  lord,  to  ow'c  this  to  the  mercy  of 
my  prince.  I  entreat  )'our  grace  to  lay  me  with 
all  humility  at  the  king’s  feet,  wdth  the  trued  af- 
furances,  tliat  I  have  never,  in  any  moment  of  my 

life,  fwerved  from  the  dutv  and  aliesiance  I  owe 

* 

to  my  fovereign,  and  that  I  implore,  and  in  every 
thing  fubmit  to,  his  majedy’s  clemency. 

Your  grace’s  noble  manner  of  thinking,  and  the 
obligations  1  have  formerly  received,  which  are 
dill  freOi  in  my  mind,  will,  I  hope,  give  a  full 


propriety  to  this  addrefs  ;  and  I  am  furc,  a  heart, 
glowing  with  a  facred  zeal  of  liberty,  nuid:  have  a 
favourable  reception  from  the  duke  of  Grafton.  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  my  condu(^  will  judify  )'our 
grace’s  interceding  with  a  prince,  who  is  dilHn- 
guifhed  by  a  compalHonate  tendernefs  and  good- 
nefs  to  all  his  fubjefts. 

I  am,  with  the  truefl:  refpe6^,  my  Lord, 

Your  Grace’s  mod  obedient,  and  mod 
humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes. 


A  fecend  letter  to  His  G  race  the  Duke  (^Grafton, 
Firfi  Co7nniij[Jioner  of  His  Majcfty' s  Treafury. 

I 

Vacare  culpa  magnum  efi  folatium  ;  prcefcrtim  cum 
habeam  duas  reft  quibus  ?ne  fufentem^  optimarum  ar~ 
tium  feientiam,  ^  77iaximarum  rerum  gloriam^  qua- 
rum  altera  7nihi  oji^o  nunqua77i  eripietur,  altera  ne 
mortiio  quide77i.  Cicero. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  Dec.  1763. 

“  I  am  not  yet  recover’d  from  the  adoniriiment 
into  which  I  was  thrown  by  your  grace’s  ojcrhal 
medage,  in  anfwcr  to  my  letter  of  the  fird  of  No¬ 
vember.  In  a  converfation  I  had  with  Colonel  Fitz- 
roy  at  the  Hotel  d’  Efpaigne,  he  did  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  affuring  me,  that  I  fliould  find  his  brother 
my  real  and  fincere  friend,  extremely  defirous  to 
concur  in  doing  me  judice,  that  he  was  to  tell  me 
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this  from  your  grace,  but  that  many  intere^ting• 
partlcu]nrs  relative  to  me  cou’d  not  be  communi¬ 
cated  by  letter,  nor  by  the  pod.  I  fondly  believ’d 
tjicfe  ooliging  aluirances,  becaufe  on  a  variety  of 
occafions  your  grace  had  tedified  a  full  approba¬ 
tion  of  my  condued,  had  thank’d  me  in  the  mod 
flattering  terms  as  the  perfon  the  mod  ufeful  to  the 
coinmon  caufe  in  which  we  were  embark'd,  and 
had  fiewn  an  uncommon  zeal  to  ferve  a  man  who 
had  fuifer  d  lo  much  in  tlie  caufe  of  liberty. 

I  returned  to  England  with  the  gayed,  and  the 
mod  lively  hopes.  As  foon  as  I  arriv’d  at  London, 
I  defir’d  my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Fit^herhert,  to 
wait  on  your  grace,  with  every  profedion  of  re¬ 
gard  on  my  part,  and  the  refolution  i  had  taken 
of  entirely  fubmitting  the  mode  of  the  application 
I  fliou  d  maxe  to  the  tnrone  for  my  pardon.  I 
cannot  exprefs  the  anxiety,  which  your  grace’s  an- 
Lver  gave  me,  Mr,  V/iJkes  muft  -u:rite  io  Lord  Cbai- 
hr.?n,  I  then  heg’d  Mr.  FitMhcrbcrt  to  date  the 
reafons,  which  made  it  impofiblc  for  me  to  follow 
that  advice,  from  every  principle  of  honour,  both 
public  and  private.  I  fnew’d  too  the  impropriety 
of  fupplicating  a  fellow  fubjecl  for  mercy,  the  pre- 
good  Kings  are  the  mod  jealous  of,  by  far 
the  brighted  jewel  in  their  crown,  and  the  attri¬ 
bute,  by  which  they  may  the  neared  approach  to 
the  Divinity. 
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I  afterwards  wrote  the  letter  to  your  grace,  which 
I  have  feen  in  all  the  public  prints.  1  never  re¬ 
ceiv’d  any  other  anfwer  but  a  'verbal  mcfiagc,  Mr. 
Wilkes  rnuft  vurite  to  Lord  Chatham  :  I  do  iiothuig 
nvithout  Lord  Chathain.  When  I  found  that  iny 
pardon  was  to  be  bought  with  the  facrihce  of  my 
honour,  I  had  the  virtue  not  to  hefitate.  I  fpurn’d 
at  the  propofal,  and  left  my  dear  native  London 
with  a  heart  full  of  grief  that  my  faired  hopes  were 
bladed,  of  humiliation  that  1  had  given  an  eafy 
faith  to  the  promifes  of  a  Miniller  and  a  Courtier, 
and  of  aftonilhment  that  a  nobleman  of  parts  and 
difcernment  cou’d  continue  in  an  infatuation,  from 
which  the  condufl  of  Lord  Chatham  had  recover'd 
every  other  man  in  the  nation.  He  was  indeed  long 
the  favourite  characler  of  our  countrymen.  Every 
tongue  w^as  wanton  in  his  praife.  The  whole  peo¬ 
ple  lavifh’d  on  him  their  choiccil  favours,  and  en¬ 
deavour’d  by  the  noblcd  means,  by  an  unbounded 
generofity  and  confidence,  to  have  kept  him  vir¬ 
tuous.  With  what  anguiih  were  we  at  lad  unde¬ 
ceiv’d  !  How  much  it  cod  us  to  give  up  a  man, 
who  had  fo  long  entirely  kept  poifelTion  of  our 
hearts  !  how  cruel  was  the  druggie  !  But  alas  ! 
ho,v  is  he  chang’d  ?  how  fallen  ?  from  what  height 
fallen  ?  His  glorious  fun  is  fet,  1  believe  never  to 
rife  again. 

I  3 


I  V • 

.  .  :  '7'' 


•J  i  ■  c  ■  •  ■  '  'i 

>1)^  -f  ^  •  :  •  ■  '  ’  ■  .‘f  ■ 


f 


(  ii8  ) 

We  long  hop’d,  my  Lord,  that  public  virtue 
was  the  guide  of  his  aftions,  and  the  love  of  our 
country  his  ruling  paffion,  but  he  has  fully  Ihewn 
077in:s  <vts  'vir  ‘virtufque  {?z  lingua  Jit  a  ejl.  Our  hearts 
giow’d  with  gratitude  for  the  important  fervices  he 
had  done  againft  the  common  enemy,  and  the 
voice  of  the  nation  hail’d  him  our  deliverer  ;  but 
private  ambition  was  all  the  while  Ikulking  behind 
the  ihield  of  the  patriot,  and  at  length  in  an  evil 
hour  made  him  quit  the  fcene  of  all  his  glory,  the 
only  place,  in  which  he  cou’d  be  truly  ufeful,  for 
a  retreat,  where  he  knew  it  was  impoffible  the  con- 
hdence  of  the  people  cou’d  follow,  but  where  he 
flight  in  inglorious  eafe  bear  his  flushing  ho¬ 
nours  thick  upon  him, 

A 

I  might  now,  iny  Lord,  expohulate  with  your 
Grace  on  a  <verhal  mehage,  and  of  fuch  a  nature, 
in  anfvver  to  a  letter  couch’d  in  the  moll  decent 
and  rcfpe(5tful  terms,  coming  too  from  a  late  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  legidature.  I  might  regret,  that  the 
largefl  proffers  of  friendfhip,  and  real  fervice,  cou’d 
mean  no  more  than  two  or  three  words  of  cold  ad¬ 
vice,  that  I  fhou’d  apply  to  another.  I  might  be 
tempted  to  think  it  a  duty  of  office  in  the  frit  Lord 
of  the  Treafury  to  have  fubmittcd  to  his  Majefty  a 
petition  relative  to  the  exercife  of  the  nobleft  adl  of 
regal  power,  which  any  conllitution  can  give  any 
fovereign.  Surely,  my  Lord,  my  application  to 
the  firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Ti-eafury,  who  is  al- 
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ways  confider’d  as  the  firft  Minifter  in  England, 
was  the  very  proper  application..  As  I  had  made 
no  difcovery  of  any  new  wonderful  pill  or  drop, 
nor  pretended  to  the  fecret  of  curing  the  gout  or 
the  tooth-ach,  I  never  thought  of  foliciting  Lord 
Chatham  for  a  privy  feal.  His  Lordlhip’s  office  was 
neither  important,  nor  refponfible.  I  will  not 
however  enlarge  on  this,  but  I  fliall  defiie  yoiu 
grace’s  permiffion  fully  to  flatc  what  has  happen  d 
to  me  as  a  private  gentleman  relative  to  Lord  Chat^ 
ha?}iy  bscaufe  I  wou’d  not  leave  a  doubt  concern¬ 
ing  the  propriety  of  my  conduct,  in  a  mind  natu¬ 
rally  fo  candid,  and  fo  capable  of  judging  truly, 
as  that  of  the  Dulte  of  Grafton, 

I  believe  that  the  flinty  heart  of  Lord  Chatham 
has  known  the  fweets  ot  private  friendfiiip,  and 
the  fine  feelings  of  humanity,  as  little  as  even 
Lord  Mansfield.  They  are  both  form’d  to  be  ad¬ 
mir’d,  not  belov’d.  A  proud,  infolent,  overbear¬ 
ing,  ambitious  man  is  always  full  of  the  ideas  of 
his  own  importance,  and  vainly  imagines  himfelf 
fuperior  to  the  equality  nccefiary  among  real 
friends,  in  all  the  moments  of  true  enjoyment. 
Friendfhip  is  too  pure  a  pleafurc  for  a  mind  can¬ 
ker’d  with  ambition,  or  the  lull  of  power  and 
grandeur.  Lord  Chathayn  declar  d  in  1  arliament 
the  ilrongefl:  attachment  to  Lord  Temple y  one  of  the 
greatefl  characters  our  country  cou’d  ever  boail, 
and  faid  Ih  voou  d  live  and  die  v:ith  his  ?iohlc  brother, 
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He  has  receiv  d  obligations  of  the  hnl;  magnitude 
irom  that  fioLle  broiher,  yet  what  trace  of  gratitude 
or  of  friend/liip  was  ever  found  in  any  part  of  his 
condudl  ?  and  has  lie  not  now  declared  the  mod 
open  lai^anwC,  and  even  hollility  ?  I  iiave  had  as 
warm  and  exprefs  declarations  of  regard  as  could  be 
maue  by  this  marble-hearted  friend,  and  Mr.  Pitt 
had  no  doubt  his  views  in  even  feeding  m.e  with 
flattery  from  time  to  time ;  on  occafions  too  where 
candour  and  indulgence  were  all  I  cou’d  claim.  He 
may  remember  the  compliments  he  paid  me  on  two 
certain  poems  in  the  year  1754.  If  I  vvere  to  take 
tile  declarations  made  by  himfelf  and  the  late  Mr. 
Potter  a  la  Icitrc,  they  were  more  charm’d  with 
ihofe  verfes  after  the  ninety  ninth  readine,  than  af- 
ter  the  fird  ;  fo  that  from  this  circumllance,  as  well 
as  a  few'  of  his  fpecches  in  parliament,  it  feems  to 
be  likewife  true  of  the  frit  orator,  or  rather  the 
frll  comedian,  of  our  age,  difplicuijfe  illi  jccos, 
fed  71011  ceniiorihe. 

I  will  how'  fubmit  to  your  grace,  if  there  was 
not  fomething  peculiarly  bafe  and  perfdiousin  Mr. 
P iti  s  calling  me  a  hlajpheincr  cj'  my  God  for  tliofe 
very  verfes,  at  a  time  when  I  was  abfent,  and  dan- 
geroufiy  ill  from  an  affair  of  honour.  The  charge 
too  he  knew'  was  falfe,  for  the  whole  ridicule  of 


thofe  two  pieces  was  conliRed  to  certain  niyderics, 
which  formerly  the  tmplacd  and  uiipcnfloii  d  Mr.  Pitt 
did  not  think  himlclf  obliged  even  to  afi'ed  to  be,- 
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lieve.  He  added  another  charge  equally  unjuft, 
that  I  was  the  Uheller  cf  my  hmg,  though  he  was 
fenfible  that  I  never  wrote  a  fingle  line  difrefped- 
ful  to  the  facred  perfon  of  iny  fovercign,  but  had 
only  attack’d  the  defpotifm  of  his  minifters,  with 
the  fpirit  becoming  a  good  fubject,  and  zealous 
friend  of  his  country.  The  rcafon  of  this  perfidy 
was  plain.  He  was  then  beginning  to  pay  homage 
to  the  Scottifo  Idol,  and  1  was  the  moft  acceptable 
facrifice  he  cou’d  offer  at  the  Ihrine  of  Bute.  Hif- 
tory  fcarcely  gives  fo  remarkable  a  change.  He  was 
a  few  years  aoro  the  mad,  feditious  Tribune  of  the 
People,  infulting  his  Sovereign  even  in  his  capital 
city,  now  he  is  the  abjefl,  crouching  deputy  of  the 
proud  Scot,  who  he  declar’d  in  parliament  n.vanfed 
^.vifdom,  and  held  principles  incompatible  nvith freedom  ; 
a  moft  ridiculous  charaifter  furely  for  a  ftatefman, 
and  the  fubjeft  of  a  free  kingdom,  but  the  very 
proper  compolition  for  a  fa-uourite.  Was  ifpoftible 
for  me  after  this  to  write  a  fuppliant  letter  to  Lord 
Chatham  ?  1  am  the  firft  to  pronounce  myfelf  moft 
unworthy  of  a  pardon,  if  I  could  have  obtain’d  it  on 
thofe  terms. 

Although  I  declare,  my 'Lord,  that  the  confeious 
pride  cf  virtue  makes  me  look  down  with  contempt 
on  a  man,  who  cou’d  be  guilty  of  this  bafenefs,  who 
cou’d  in  the  lobby  declare  that  Imuft  be  fupportcd,and 
in  the  Koufe  on  the  fame  day  defert  and  revile  me,  yet 
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I  will  on  every  occafion  do  julHce  to  the  MiniHer. 
He  has  ferv’d  the  public  in  all  thofe  points,  where 
the  good  of  the  nation  coincided  with  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  views ;  and  in  no  other.  I  venerate  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  Secretary,  and  I  thinly  it  an  honour  to 
myfelf  that  I  Ileadily  fupported  in  parliament  an 
adminihration,  the  moft  fuccefsful  we  ev'er  had,  and 
which  carried  the  glory  of  the  nation  to  the  higheil;- 
pitch  in  every  part  of  the  world.  He  found  his 
country  almoft  in  defpair.  He  rais’d  the  noble 
fpirit  of  England,  and  drain’d  every  nerve  againd 
our  enemies.  His  plans,  when  in  power,  were  al¬ 
ways  great,  though  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  de¬ 
clarations  of  his  whole  life,  when  out  of  power.  The 
invincible  bravery  of  the  Britiih  troops  gave  fuccefs 
even  to  the  mod  rafh,  the  mod  extrava<^ant,  the 
mod  defperate  of  his  projeds.  He  faw  early  the 
hodile  intentions  of  Spain,  and  if  the  ^-written  ad- 
wice  had  been  follow’d,  a  very  few  weeks  had  then 
probably  clos’d  the  lad  general  war ;  although  the 
merit  of  that  advice  more  the  merit  of  his  noble 
brother y  than  his  own.  After  the  omnipotence  of 
Lord  Bute  in  1761  had  forced  Mr.  Pitt  to  retire 
from  his  Majedy’s  Councils,  and  tiie  caufe  was  de¬ 
clared  by  himfelf  to  be  our  condud  relative  to 
Spain,  I  had  the  happinefs  of  fetting  that  affair  in 
fo  clear  and  advantageous  a  light,  that  he  exprefs’d 
the  mod  entire  fatisfadion,  and  particular  obliga¬ 
tions  to  my  friendlhip.  I  do  not  however  make 
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this  a  claim  of  merit  to  Mr.  Pitt.  It  was  my  duty, 
from  the  peculiar  advantages  of  information  I  then 
had. 

The  conllitution  of  our  country  has  no  obliga¬ 
tions  to  him.  He  has  left  it  with  all  its  beauties, 
and  all  its  blemilhes.  He  never  once  appear’d  in 
earneft  about  any  queftion  of  liberty.  He  was  the 
caufe  that  in  1764  no  point  was  gain’d  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  the  tv/o  great  queftions  of  General  War¬ 
rants,  and  the  Seizure  of  Papers.  The  cur- 
fed  remains  of  the  court  of  Star  Chamber,  the  enor¬ 
mous  power  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  foie  great 
judicial  officer  of  the  crown,  who  is  durante  be?ig 
placito,  and  not  upon  oath,  who  tramples  on  Grand 
Juries,  and  breaks  down  the  firft,  the  forcmoll;  bar¬ 
riers  of  liberty,  continued  during  his  adminifiration 
the  fame  as  before.  Every  grievance,  which  was 
not  rooted  out  by  the  glorious  revolution,  and  the 
latter  ftruggles  of  our  patriots,  flill  fubfifls  in  full 
force,  notv/ithflanding  the  abfolute  power  he  exer¬ 
cis’d  for  feveral  years  over  every  department  of  the 
Hate.  But  I  have  done  with  Lcrd  Chatham.  I  leave 
him  to  the  poor  confolation  of  a  place,  a  penfion, 
and  a  peerage,  for  which  he  has  fold  the  confidence 
of  a  great  nation.  Pity  lhall  find,  and  weep  over 
him. 

I  am  now,  my  Lord,  once  more  driven  from  the 
Remans  to  the  gay,  the  polite  Athenians,  but  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  convince  your  grace  that  I  am  not  to- 
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tully  lofi;  to  my  country  nor  to  my  rdf,  in  this  fcene 
of  elegant  diffipation,  and  that  I  do  not  wahe  the 
time  in  unavailing  complaints  of  my  hard  fate,  and 
the  ingratitude  of  thofe  I  have  ferv’d  with  fuccefs, 
for  I  fhall  vciy  foon  beg  to  call  the  public  attention 
to  fome  points  of  national  importance,  and  in  the 
mean  time  I  hiall  embrace  this  opportunity  of  do¬ 
ing  my  felf  julHce  againll  the  calumnies,  which  a 
rehlefs  faclion  does  not  ceafe  to  propagate. 

The  aHair  or  the  G E N E R A L  War. rant,  and  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  is  told  very  unfaithfully,  and 
almoft  every  particular,  relative  to  my  beino-  made 
a  prifoner,  and  fent  to  the  Tower  on  the  30th  of 
April  1763,  has  been  injurioully  mdfreprefented  in 
feveral  late  publications.  I  fhall  therefore  ftate  the 
tranfaftions  of  that  memorable  day,  and  I  may  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  minutes  taken  at  the  time  for  the  accu¬ 
racy  of  this  relation. 

On  my  return  from  the  city  early  in  the  morning, 

I  met  at  the  end  of  Great  George  Street  one  of  the 
King's  Mehengers.  lie  told  me  that  he  had  a  ^var- 
a7it  to  apprehend  me,  which  he  mull;  execute  im- 
nediatdy,  and  that  I  muft  attend  him  to  Lord  Ha- 
ifax’s.  ]  defired  to  fee  the  ^a:arrci72t.  He  faid  it  was 
igaiiift  the  authors,  prmters,  ajid  publipers  of  the 
\orth  Brito7i,  No.  45,  and  that  his  verbal  orders 
vere  to  arrefl:  Mr.  Wilkes.  I  told  him  the  <voarra7it 
id  not  refpefl  me  :  I  advis’d  him  to  be  very  civil, 

.  \d  to  ufe  no  violence  in  the  flreet,  for  if  he  attempt- 


ed  force,  I  wou’u  pat  him  to  death  in  the  indant ; 
blit  if  he  would  come  quietly  to  my  houfe,  I  wou’d 
convince  him  of  the  illegality  of  the  ^varranf,  and 
the  injulHce  of  the  orders  he  had  receiv’d.  Ke  chofe 
to  accompany  me  home,  and  then  produc’d  the  (In- 
NERAL  Warrant.  I  declar’d  that  fuch  a  n,':arrant 
was  abfolutelv  illegal  and  void  in  itfclf,  that  it  was  a 
ridiculous  n,varra?it  ap-ainfe  the  whole  Enplilh  n.1- 
tion,  and  I  afk’d  why  he  would  ferve  it  on  me,  ra¬ 
ther  than  on  the  Lord  Chancellor,  on  either  of  the 
Secretaries,  on  Lord  Bute,  or  Lord  Corke,  my  next 
door  neighbour.  The  anfwer  was,  /  avi  to  arreft 
Mr.  Wilkes.  About  an  hour  afterwards  two  other 
Meflcngers  arriv’d',  and  fcveral  of  their  afiidants. 
They  all  endeavour’d  in  vain  to  perfuade  me  to  ac¬ 
company  them  to  Lord  Halifax’s.  I  had  likewife 
many  civil  meflagcs  from  his  LordHiip  to  defire  my 
attendance.  My  only  anfwer  w'as,  that  I  had  not 
the  honour  of  vifiting  his  Lordfliip,  and  this  firft  ap¬ 
plication  was  rather  rude  and  ungentlcmanlike. 

While  fome  of  the  meffengers  and  their  alTiflants 
were  with  me,  Mr.  Churchill  came  into  the  room. 
I  had  heard  that  their  ’■verbal  orders  were  likewife 
to  apprehend  him,  but  I  fufpeded  they  did  not 
know  his  perfon,  and  by  prefence  of  mind  I  had  the 
happinefs  of  faving  my  friend.  As  foon  as  Mr. 
Churchill  enter’d  the  room,  I  accollcd  him,  Good 
morro’vjt  Mr.  7ho?nfc7u  llovj  does  Mrs.  7homfon  do 
to  day  ?  Docs  pe  difse  in  the  country  ?  Mr.  Churchill 
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-thank’d  me,  faid  die  then  waited  for  him,  that  he 
only  came  for  a  moment  to  alk  me  how  I  did,  and 
almoft  direaiy  took  his  leave.  Ke  went  home  im¬ 
mediately,  fccur’d  all  his  papers,  and  retir’d  into 
the  country.  The  meffengers  cou’d  never  get  in¬ 
telligence  where  he  was.  The  following  week  he 
came  to  town,  and  was  prefent  both  the  days  of  hear¬ 
ing  at  the  court  of  Common  Pleas. 

The  whole  morning  pafs’d  in  me/fages  between 

Lord  bialifax  and  me.  The  bufinefs  of  the  me/Ten- 

gers  being  foon  publicly  known,  feveral  of  my 

friends  came  to  me  on  fo  extraordinary  an  event.  I 

dcfir’d  two  or  three  of  them  to  go  to  the  court  of 

Common  Pleas,  to  make  afhdavit  of  my  being 

made  a  prifoner  in  my  own  houfe  under  an  illegal 

r.varra7:t,  and  to  demand  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

Phe  Chief  Juflice  gave  orders  that  it  Ihould  idue 
immediately. 

A  (..ondable  came  afterwards  with  feveral  affidants 
to  the  melfengers.  I  repeatedly  infided  on  their  all 
leaving  me,  and  declar’d  I  woii’d  not  fuffer  any  one 
of  them  to  continue  in  the  room  againd  my  confent, 
for  I  knew  and  would  fupport  the  rights  of  an  En- 
glidiman  in  the  lanftuarj'^  of  his  own  houfe.  I  was 
th^^n  threa.ten  d  with  immediate  violence,  and  a  re* 
gnnent  of  the  guards,  if  necedary.  I  focn  found 
all  refidance  would  be  vain.  The  condable  de¬ 
manded  my  fword,  and  indded  on  my  immediately 
attending  the  meffengers  to  lord  Halifax’s.  I  re- 
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plied,  that  if  they  were  not  alTaffins,  they  fliou’d 
fird  give  me  their  names  in  writing.  They  complied 
with  this,  and  thirteen  fet  their  Iiands  to  the  paper. 

1  then  got  into  my  own  chair,  and  proceeded  to 
lord  Halifax’s,  guarded  by  the  meffengers  and  their 
alTillants. 

I  was  condufted  into  a  great  apartment  fronting 
the  park,  where  lord  Halifax  and  lord  Kgremont, 
the  two  fecretarics  of  ftatc,  were  fitting  at  a  table 
cover’d  with  paper,  pens  and  ink.  The  under- 
fecretaries  Hood  near  their  lordfhips.  Mr.  Lovel 
Stanhope,  the  law  clerk,  and  Mr.  Philip  Carteret 
Webb,  the  folicitor  of  the  Treafury,  were  the  only 
perfons  bcfides  who  attended.  Lord  Egreinont  re¬ 
ceiv’d  me  with  a  fupercilious,  infolent  air ;  lord 
Halifax  with  great  politenefs.  I  was  defir’d  to 
take  the  chair  near  their  lordfhips,  which!  did.  Lord 
Halifax  then  began,  that  he  avas  really  co?iceni  d  that 
he  had  been  7ieceJ]jtated  to  proceed  in  that  viai:7:er 
againji  me^  that  it  uoas  exceedingly  to  he  regretted  that 
a  gentle?nan  of  wy  rank  and  abilities  cou  d  engage 
againJl  his  King-,  and  his  M.ajejlyi' s  go-vermfient.  I 
replied,  that  his  lordjhip  could  fiot  be  more  mijlaken, 
for  the  King  had  not  a  fubjeB  jnore  eccaloujly  attaclj  d 
to  his  perfon  and go-v eminent  than  myfelf ;  that  I  had 
all  my  life  been  a  <Tvarm  friend  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunf 
^joick,  and  the  Protefant  SucceJJion ;  that  fivhile  I 
made  the  trucf  profefftons  of  duty  to  the  King,  I  n.vas 
equally  free  to  declare  in  the  fame  moment,  that  I  be- 


> 


lie-v\i  no  Prince  had  enjer  the  7nisfortime  of  being 
fey-v  d  by  fiich  ignorant ^  injolent  ^  and  dcfpotic  ?72inifersy 
vf  njjbich  my  being  there  n.vas  a  fref^  glaring  proof,  for 
1  nvas  brought  before  their  lordjhips  by  force,  imdcr  a 
General  Warrant,  njohich  nandd  no  body,  in 
<njiolatic7i  cf  the  lanvs  of  77iy  country,  and  of  the  pri- 
<vile^e.s  of  P arlia7}ient ;  that  I  beg  d  both  their  lord- 
Jhips  to  re77iemher  7ny  prefcnt  declaration,  that  on  the 
'Very  fir f  day  of  the  €?ijuing  fejfic7i  of  Parlia7nenf,  I 
njooud  fiand  up  iti  77:y  pdaxe  and  impeach  the7n  for  the 
outrage  they  had  co7n7nitted  tit  7ny  p  erf  on  agcdnf  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  Lord  Halifax  annver’d,  that 
nothing  had  been  doiie  hut  by  the  advice  cf  the  bcf 
la-vyers,  and  that  it  was  now  his  duty  to  examine  77ie. 
He  had  in  his  hand  a  long  lid  of  quefticns,  regu¬ 
larly  number’d.  He  began,  Mr,  Wilke^,  do  yen 
knovj  Mr,  Kearfly  F  when  didi  you  Jeehi77t?  iSx,  iSc. 

I  replied,  that  I  fufpcdled  there  was  a  vain  hope  ;;/>• 
a?ifwcr  would  tend  rather  to  what  his  Icrdjhip  wifoed 
to  knevj,  that  he  fec77i'd  to  be  loft  in  a  dark,  c:i:d  /?;- 
tricate  patio,  and  really  veanted  77iuch  light  to  guide 
hint  through  it,  hut  that  I  cod'd  afure  his  lordjhip  7:Gt 
a  fi7:gle  ray  fboit  d  come  frc77i  me.  Lord  Halifax  re¬ 
turn’d  to  the  cliarge,  Mr.  Wilkes,  do  you  koicw  Mr. 


Idcarfiy  ?  idc.  idc.  I  faid,  that  this  was  a  curiofiy 
on  his  lordfoipd  part,  vehich  however  Icauiable  in  the 
fecretary,  I  did  not  fiiid  7nyfelf  d.ifpojcd  to  gratify, 
and  that  at  the  end  of  my  cxcaninatioii  all  the  quires  of 
paper  on  their  Lordjhips'*  table  fhou  d  be  as  mdlk  white 
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tis  at  the  beginning.  Lord  Halifax  then  defir\l  to 
remifid  me  of  my  being  their  prifonery  and  of  their 
right  to  examine  7ne.  I  anfwer’d,  that  I  Jhou! d  i?na- 
gine  their  lordfoips*  time  n.vas  too  precious  to  be  trified 
a-tvay  in  that  manner  ;  that  they  might  ha-ve  fecn  be¬ 
fore  1  ^ou  d  neojer  fay  o?ic  n.vord  they  defr'd  to  kno-iv  ; 
and  I  added,  Indeedy  my  lordsy  I  am  not  ?nade  of  fuch 
fight  y  fli?7ify  fuff ;  then  turning  to  lord  Egremont, 
I  faid,  Cou^d  you  e7nploy  tortures y  I  n.voii  d  never  ut¬ 
ter  a  vjord  unbeeoming  77iy  ho77Cury  or  affeSii77g  the  fa- 
cred  confidence  of  any  friend.  God  has  given  me  fnn- 
nefs  a7id  fidelity.  Ton  trifie  an.vay  your  time  mofi  egre- 
gioufiy,  77iy  lords.  Lord  Halifax  then  advis'd  me  to 
vjeigh  VC  ell  the  co7ifequences  cf  7ny  conduBy  and  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  77iyfelf  cf  a  gc7iercusy  frank  confejfion.  1 
lamented  the  profiilutlon  of  the  vcordy  Geni-rous, 
to  vjhat  I  fhoud  co7ifidcr  as  an  adi  of  the  uf7nofl  irea- 
cheiyy  covcardice,  and  -ivickednefs.  His  lordOiip  then 
alk  d  me,  If  I  chefe  to  be  a  prifoner  in  77:y  onvn  houfcy 
at  the  Tovjery  or  in  Nenvgatey  for  he  veas  difpos'’ d  to 
oblige  77ie,  I  gave  his  lordfhip  my  thanks,  hut  / 
dejir  d  to  rc'tnarky  that  I  never  receiv'd  a7t  ohliga- 
iio72y  but  fro','1  a  friendy  that  I  dc7nanded  jufliccy  and 
7ny  i7n7ncdiate  liberty  y  as  an  Englijhmany  nnho  had  not 
cjjhided  the  laves  cf  his  country  j  that  as  to  the  refi,  it 
n.vas  beneath  7ny  attention y  the  odious  idea  cf  reftrai7it 
‘was  the  fame  odious  idea  every  vchcre  ;  that  1  nvou' d 
go  vjhere  I  pleas'd,  a7id  if  I  veas  refrain'd  by  a  fu- 
perior  fortie,  I  mufi  yield  to  the  violence,  but  n.vou' d 
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ne^Tier  gi'iie  colour  to  it  hy  a  JJoatnpfiu  ccmpromlfe  ; 
that  e-ucry  thing  avas  indijj'erent  to  me  in  co?nparifcn 
of  my  honour  and  ?ny  liberty  ;  that  I  made  7ny  appeal  to 
the  lan.vsy  and  had  already  hy  jny  friends  applied  to 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Kabeas 
Corpus,  <ivhich  the  Chief  fufice  had  actually  cr- 
ded d  to  be  if'ucd^  and  that  I  hop^ d  to  enjoe  77iy  dif 
charge  folely  to  77iy  vmoceiicc^  and  to  the  ojigour  of 
the  lanjo  in  a  free  country.  Lord  Halifax  tlien  told 
me,  that  1  fpoud  be  fent  to  the  Tonver,  <nvhere  I 
foil  d  be  treated  in  a  7nanncr  fuitable  to  iiiy  rank,  and 
that  he  hop’’ d  the  7nef  engers  had  behand d  nxjell  to  ine. 
I  acknowledo-’d  that  they  had  behaad d  'ox'ith  huma- 
iiity,  and  e-ven  cinjility  to  tne,  notnvithfanding  the  ruf- 
fan  orders  ginj 671  thei'n  hy  his  lordjhip'' s  colleague.  I 
then  again  turn’d  to  lord  Egremont,  and  fa  id.  Tour 
lordjhipd  njerbal  orders  nseere  to  drag  7ne  out  of  7ny  bed 
at  tnidsiight.  The  fiif  77ian,  avho  had  enter  d  my 
bsd-chd77ibcr  by  force,  I  fsoiid  haoje  laid  dead  on  the 
fpot.  Probably  I  fond  have  fallen  in  the  fir77iif> 
-■with  the  others.  I  thank  God,  not  your  lordjhip,  that 
fuch  a  fce7ic  of  blood  has  been  avoided.  2  our  lordjhip 
is  very  ready  to  iffue  orders,  which  ycu  have  neither 
the  courage  to  ftgn,  nor  I  believe  to  jijUfy-  E'*o  re¬ 
ply  was  made  to  this.  The  converlation  dropp’d. 
Lord  Halifax  retir’d  into  another  apartment.  Lord 
Egremont  continued  fullen  and  filent,  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  I  then  made  a  few  remarks  on 
fome  capital  pictures,  which  were  in  the  room,  and 
his  lordlhip  left  me  alone. 
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I  was  after.vards  conducted  into  another  aoart- 
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ment.  I  found  there  fev^eral  of  my  friends,  in  ar¬ 
gument  with  the  moll  infamous  of  all  tlie  tools  of 
that  adminiflration,  Mr.  Philip  Carteret  Webb,  He 
conlirm’d  to  me  that  I  was  to  be  carried  to  the 
Tower,  zrni  aviftj'P  to  hw--w  if  I  had  cvix  fa-jours  to 
ajk.  1  replied,  that  I  ^^vas  ujed  to  confer,,  not  to  re- 
celuc,,  faa)ours  ;  that  I  <ivas  fuperior  to  the  rccci-ving 
any  eojen  froin  his  ma  flers  ;  that  all  I  njoou  d  fay  to 
him  avas,  if  my  'z>alet  de  chambre  ‘zvas  allczvdto  at¬ 
tend  7?ie  in  the  Touscr,  I  fjoiid  he  f/ja-Sd  and  ha-ve  a 
chan  fjirt,  if  he  zvas  ?iot,  I  Jhou  d  have  a  long  beard, 
and  dirty  linen.  Mr.  Webb  faid,  that  orders  zvou\l 
he  given  for  his  adiniffon  at  the  Tezver.  \  complain¬ 
ed  of  the  fhamefiil  evafion  of  the  Ilaheas  Corpus, 
in  fending  me  to  the  Tower,  though  the  orders  of 
the  Chief  Jufice  Pratt  were  known.  Mr.  Vv'c])h 
made  no  reply  to  this.  Ik  came  to  vifit  me  at  the 
Tower  in  the  beginningof  my  imprifonment,  when 
I  had  not  the  permifiion  to  fee  any  friend.  I  dc- 
fir’d  him  alrnoll  at  his  frll  entrance  to  take  his 
leave,  for  if  1  v: as  not  aliozv'd  to  fee  thefe  1  lov'd ^ 
1  zvou' d  not  fee  thnfe  1  defpis'd. 

While  I  continued  in  the  Tower,  I  was  prefied 
to  offer  bail  in  order  to  regain  m.y  liberty,  and  two 
of  the  firll  nobility  dcfir’d  to  be  my  fecuritics  in 
.the  fum  of  ioo,oool.  cacln  I  was  exceedingly 
grateful  for  the  offer,  but  w^ould  not  accept  it.  I 
obfervM  that  neither  my  health,  nor  my  fpirits, 
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were  affccled ;  that  I  wou’d  by  great  temperance 
and  abdinence  endeavour  to  compenfate  the  want 
of  air  and  cxercife,  but  if  my  health  fuffer’d  in  a 
dano-erous  way,  1  wou’d  then  accent  fuch  o-enerous 
otFcrs,  for  I  hop’d  to  live  that  fo  noble  a  caufe 
might  be  brought  to  a  glorious  iffue  for  the  liber¬ 
ties  cf  my  country.  From  the  beginning  of  this 
arduous  bufinefs,  1  woii’d  not  on  any  occaiion  give 
bail,  by  which  I  never  involv’d  any  friend,  and 
remain’d  the  perfect  mailer  of  my  own  condiift. 

I  (hail  now,  my  lord,  proceed  to  do  myfelf  juf- 
tice  againfl  a  calumny  of  Sir  John  Cufiy  a  perfon 
of  thcmcaned  natural  parts,  and  infinitely  beneath 
all  regard,  except  from  the  office  he  bears,  with 
the  utmofl  diferedit  to  him.felf,  with  equal  difgrace 
and  infufficiency  to  the  public.  I  uiid  in  the  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Journals  of  tho  Iloufe  of  Cc:nm:ns,  juft 
publiffied,  vol.  29.  p.  721.  “  Jovis  190.  diejanu- 
arii  1764.  “  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Idoufe, 

“  that  he,  upon  Tuefday  1  aft,  receiv’d  a  letter  by 
“  the  general  poll  from  Mr.  Wilkes,  dated  Paris 
“  the  I  ith  infiant,  inclofing  a  paper  in  the  French 
language,  purporting  to  be  a  certificate  of  one  of 
the  French  King’s  phyfidans,  and  of  a  furgeon 
of  the  faid  King’s  army,  relating  to  the  hate  of 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  health,  fubferibed  with  two  nair.es, 
‘‘  but  not  authenticated  before  a  notary  public, 
nor  the  fignaturc  thereof  verified  in  any  manner 
whatfiaever.’h  ddien  follow  the  letter  and  certi^ 
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ficate.  The  infinuaiion  is  too  plain  to  be  over¬ 
look’d,  too  falfe  to  be  forgiven.  The  fignature 
was  veriiied  by  rny  letter.  It  is  certain  that  the 
certiheate  was  in  all  the  ufual  forms  ;  yet,  though 
the  affair  was  determin’d  with  relpedl  to  me,  and 
I  was  indecently  expell’d  Iloufe  of  Cof?i?ncns  on 
the  fame  day,  without  any  time  being  allow’d  for 
other  proof,  a  regard  to  truth,  and  my  own  ho¬ 
nour,  made  me  give  the  mod;  complcat  anfwcr  to 
this  wretched  fubterfuge  of  the  abandon’d  Majo¬ 
rity,  I  fent  a  fecond  ccrtiiicate  in  the  ufual  form 
they  had  preferib’d  themfelvcs,  attehed  by  two 
notaries,  and  confirm’d  by  the  Englilh  embaffa- 
dor.  I  wrote  likewife  again  to  the  fpeaker  on  the 
5th  of  February  following,  but  neiciijr  the  fecond 
letter,  certificate,  or  attcflation,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  Journals,  as  they  ought  in  juftice  to  my  cha- 
radfer.  I  have,  however,  my  lord,  taken  care 
that  tiiey  fnou’d  be  publifn’d,  for  in  a  free  govern¬ 
ment  like  ours,  I  will  endeavour  through  my  life 
to  emulate  the  fpirit  of  ancient  Rome,  pro'vcco  ad 
pDpulum  ;  and  while  the  people  do  not  condemn 
me,  I  lhall,  perhaps  in  this^  mod  certainly  in 
every  fucceeding  age,  rife  fuperior  to  any  party 
cabal,  or  court  fadtion.  This  dep  cover’d  my 
enemies  with  confufion,  but  was  of  no  farther  fer- 
vice  to  me.  The  party  war  againd  me  ceas’d  of 
courfe  in  the  Hou/e  of  Corner  vis,  but  flam’d  witii 
equal  fury  in  IVcfminfier-hall,  and  was  attended 
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with  every  circumftance  of  revenge  and  cruelty, 
wliich  the  ingenious  wit  of  a  Mansfield  could  de- 
vife  to  gratify  the  malice  of  a  bad  heart. 

By  the  fame  Journals,  page  723,  I  find  that 
I  am  voted  guilty  of  'vjriting  and  puhlijhmg  the  pa'- 
per,  intituled  “  The  North  Briton,  No.  45,”  and 
that  feveral  witnefies  were  examin’d,  'idiere  is 
not  however  in  the  Journals  a  fingle  word  of  the 
evidence  they  gave,  and  it  is  well  known  that  not 
one  of  them  did,  or  cou’d  fay  any  thing  relative 
to  the  aiithovjkip.  The  evidence  of  the  publication 
was  exceeding  flight,  but  the  willingnels  of  the 
iudg-es  made  ample  amends  for  the  deficiency  of 
the  witnefies,  who  were  not  upon  oath.  I’he  ad- 
minidration  did  not  chafe  to  rifle  either  of  thefe 
charc^es  ac^ainfi  me  even  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  and  I  was  only  tried  for  2i  rs-puhlicaticn.  I 
will  never  blufb  at  the  imputation  of  being  the  au¬ 
thor  of  that  paper,  becaufe  I  know  that  truth  is 
refpecled  in  every  line.  One  circumiiance  will 
foon  fully  appear  to  the  indignant  public.  I  mean 
the  large  debt  on  the  Ci-vil  Lift,  contrafled  chiefly 
by  the  fcandalous  purchafe  of  a  parliamentary  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  late  ignominious  Peace,  the  arbi¬ 
trary  Excife,  and  other  ruinous  mieafures  of  the 
Scjttijb  miniilcr.  But  I  leave  the  affair  of  the  Ci~ 
evil  Lifl  to  a  future  cxacl  difeuflion. 

The  lail:  calumn)',  my  lord,  which  I  fhall  dif. 
prove,  refpects  the  actions  at  law  againfl  lord  Ha- 
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iifax.  It  is  laid  that  I  have  negleftcd,  or  purpofely 
diicontinued  them,  fince  my  exile.  The  imputa¬ 
tion  is  totally  groundlefs.  I  was  fo  ill  at  Paris  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1764,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  me  then  to  return  to  England  alive,  but  I 
gave  the  mofi;  exprefs  orders  that  the  law  proceed¬ 
ings  diould  be  carried  on  with  vigour,  and  in  fact 
there  was  not  a  moment’s  delay.  When  my  wound 
began  to  heal  in  the  fpring,  I  was  difTuaded  by  all 
mv  friends  from  returninq-  to  a  country,  where  the 
fame  adminiftration,  which  had  illegally  feiz’d  rniy 
perfon,  plunder’d  my  houfe,  corrupted  the  fide¬ 
lity  of  my  fervants,  and  by  the  wicked  arts  of  an 
arbitrary  judge,  who  caus’d  tire  records  to  be  fald- 
fiedj  had  jull  obtain’d  two'verdifls  againll  nre, 
were  dill  in  full  power.  I  yielded  to  thefe  reafous, 
becaufe  propter  corum  fcehis,  nihil  niiki  intra  ?neos 
parictes  tutum,  nihil  infidiis  'vacuum  '■viderem.  Lord 
Halifax  for  near  two  years  avail’d  himdelf  of  every 
advantage,  which  privilege  and  the  chicane  of  law 
cou’d  furnirh.  He  never  enter’d  an  appearance  to 
a  court  of  juftice,  and  the  Common  Pleas  had,  as 
far  as  they  cou’d,  puniui’d  fu  C  *111  open  contempt, 
fuch  a  daring  proof  that  admimjiratlon  wou’d  not 
fubir.it  to  the  lanjj  of  the  land,  and  ha'd  endeavour¬ 
ed  vO  compel  his  lordfhip  to  appear.  Towards  the 
end  of  I 76a  I  was  outla--^jjed .  I'he  oroceedino-s 

•  •  ».  f> 

continued  againd  his  lordlhip  till  that  hour.  He 
then  appear’d,  and  his  dngle  plea  was,  that  as  an 
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vufla-ivy  I  couM  not  hold  any  aftion.  No  other 
defence  was  made  again  ft  the  heinous  charge  of 
having  in  my  perfon  fo  violated  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

]  felt  this,  my  lord,  as  the  moft  cruel  ftroke, 
which  fortune  had  given  me.  Juftice  had  at  length 
overtaken  many  of  the  inferior  criminals,  but  my 
oiitla-ivry  prevented  my  punifning,  the  great,  the 
capital  offender,  when  after  all  his  fubterfuges,  he 
was  almoll:  within  my  reach.  I  pleafe  m.yfelf  how¬ 
ever  with  the  reflexion  that  no  minifter  has  lince 
dared  to  iftue  a  General  Warrant,  nor  to  fign 
an  order  for  the  SEisu RE  of  papers.  In  the  one 
the  perfonal  liberty  of  every  fubjedt  is  immediately 
concern’d.  On  the  other  may  depend  not  only 
his  own  fafety  and  property,  but  what  will  come 
ftill  more  home  to  a  man  of  honour,  the  fecurity, 
the  happinefs  of  thofc,  with  whom  he  is  moft  inti¬ 
mately  connefled,  their  fortunes,  their  future  views, 
perhaps  fecrets,  the  difeovery  of  which  wou’d  drive 
the  coldeft  fl:oic  to  defprdr,  their  very  exiftencepof- 
fibiy,  all  that  is  important  in  the  public  walk  of 
life,  all  that  is  dear  and  facred  in  friendfliip  and 
in  love.  I  was  the  laft  opprefs’d,  but  I  was  the 
jirft  man  who  had  the  courage  to  carry  through  a 
juft  reftftance  to  thefe  adts  of  defpotifm.  No.v  the 
opinions  of  our  fovereign  Courts  of  Juftice  are 
known  and  eftnblifli’d.  I  rejoice  that  feveral 
others,  who  fuffer’d  before  me,  have  fince  made 
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their  appeal  to  the  laws,  and  obtain’d  redrefs.  I 
hope  the  iron  rod  of  minillerial  opprefTion  is  at 
length  broken,  and  that  I  am  the  laft  vicum  of 
violence  and  cruelty.  I  diall  not  then  regret  all 
the  facrifices  I  have  made,  and  my  mind  (hall  feall 
itlelf  with  the  rccolleflion  in  the  uiijuil:  exile  lam 
doom’d  to  fuffer  from  my  friends  and  my  native 
land. 

I  will  now,  my  lord,  only  add,  however  un- 
falhionable  fuch  a  declaration  may  be,  that  con- 
firtency  lliall  never  depart  from  my  charader,  that 
to  the  laft  moment  I  will  preferve  the  f:mc  fix’d 
and  unconquerable  hatred  to  the  enemies  of  trcc- 
doin  and  the  conftitution  of  cur  happy  iftand,  the 
fame  warm  attachment  to  the  friends  and  the  caufe 
of  liberty,  that  I  keep  a  fteady  and  a  longing  eye 
on  England,  that  my  endeavours  for  the  good  and 
fervice  of  my  country,  by  every  method  left  me, 
fhall  have  a  period  only  with  my  life,  and  that  al- 
thoLmh  I  do  not  mean  to  lav  anv  future  claim  to 
your  grace’s  favour,  1  will  take  care  *.o  lecure  your 
efteem. 

I  am,  my  lord. 

Your  grace’s  obedient, 

and  very  humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes. 

Gratias  tibi,  Deus  optume,  maxume,  cujus 
nutu  6cimperio  nata  eft  <xaudaREs  Anglic  an  a. 
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lubens  lajtufque  ago,  libertate  publica  m' 
hanc  diem  &  horam,  per  manus,  quod  voluilH, 
meas,  fervata,  eandem  &  in  seternum  ferva,  fove, 
protege  propitiate,  fupplex  oro. 


The  N  O  R  1'  H  BRITON. 

Number  XIi,  Saturday,  -dug.  12,  1762# 

Penfions,  ^jjhich  rcajon  to  the  ^joorthy  ga.u^ 

Add  frefp  diJ}?onour  to  the  fool  and  knave. 

Anon, 

To  the  North  Brito  n. 

S  I  R, 

T  D  O  not  know  in  any  controverfy  fo  fure  a  me- 
thod  of  coming  at  truth,  which  is  always  the 
pretence,  though  fo  feldom  the  real  obje-R  cf  mo- 
as  a  jud  and  ftrid  definition  of  all 
the  words  and  phrafes  of  any  importance,  which 
are  afterwards  to  be  in  ufe.  This  praftice  is  uni- 
verial,  excepting  only  in  theological  and  political 
controvert.  If  I  take  up  a  bock  of  mathematics, 
the  writer  def  nes  in  the  very  firil  page,  what  a 
triangle,  a  circle,  or  a  trapetzium  is ;  and  then  ar¬ 
gues  clofely  from  the  precife  and  accurate  ideas 
oi  each,  wdiich  the  author  and  reader  have  previ- 
ouHy  lettled.  A  boolc  of  fortifeation  as  regularly 
fets  out  with  explaining  to  me  what  a  bafticn,  a 
demi-lune,  or  a  kcrn-ixork  is.  I  have  read  much 
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religious  controverfy  ;  for  unhappily  there  Is 
little  agreement  between  the  miniiiers  of  the  gof- 
pel,  as  between  the  minifters  of  Hate.  I  do  not 
howev^er  remember  to  have  found  in  any  of  our  di¬ 
vines  a  fatisfaaor)^  definition  of  faitby  free  W/, 
or  predefination.  Vv'e  are  not  yet  arriv  d  at  the 
fame  accuracy,  with  refped  to  the  meaning  of 
thefe  words,  as  of  a  circle  or  a  fquare.  The  fame 
remark  will  hold  true  in  political  controverfy. 
Who  has  with  any  precifion  defined  the  words yhr- 
tion  or  patriot  F  The  word  fa-ucurite  alone  we  have 
of  late  pretty  fully  underftocd  the  force  of,  both 
from  the  definitions  of  the  Monitor  and  of  the 
North  Briton  :  yet  give  me  leave  to  fay,  Sir, 
that  neither  of  ycu  have  reached  the  force  and 
clofenefs  of  exprefiion  in  the  great  lexicographer, 
Mr.  Johnson,  who  defines  a  favourite  to  be  a 
7nean  voretch,  vdwfe  nvhole  hufinefs  is  hy  a7iy  means  to 
pleafe.  But  whctlicr  the  word  has  been  well  de¬ 
fined  or  not,  in  former  periods  of  the  En'^liln  hif* 
tory,  the  effea  of  it  has  been  very  fully  felt,  and 
even  at  this  hour  it  is  never  uttered  without  the 
moil:  unjufi;  pafiion  and  ill-founded  rcfsntmcnt,  as 
if  the  nation  was  now  fmarting  from  the  fad  confe- 
quences  of  its  reality,  and  exertion  in  pride  and 

infolence. 

The  word  penfion  likewife  has  of  late  rriuch 
puzzled  our  politicians.  I  do  not  lecollcdl  that 
any  one  of  them  has  ventured  at  a  definition  of  it. 
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Mr.  Johnfon,  as  lie  is  now  a  pefijtoner.,  one  fliould 
naturally  have  recourfe  to,  for  the  trueil  literary 
information  on  this  fubjedl.  His  definition  then 
of  a  pe7ifa7i  is,  an  allonjjance  7nade  to  any  one,  ^cvith- 
out  an  ecj^uiuaient ,  I 71  iLn^laiid  it  is  gcnevally  imdsi'- 
Jiood  to  mean  pay  giasen  to  a  ft  ate  hireling  for  treafon 
to  his  country .  And  under  the  word  penftoner  we 
read,  l.  one  njjho  is  fupported  ly  a.n  allowoance  paid 
at  the  ^ojill  of  another  :  a  dependant.  2.  a  ftla^'e  of 
f  ate,  hired  by  a  ftipend  to  obey  his  mafter.  But  with 
fubmiffion  to  this  great  prodigy  of  learning,  I 
Ihould  think  both  definitions  very  erroneous.  Is 
the  faidMr.  Johnion  a  dependant  ?  or  is  he  a.  fta<ve 
of  fiate,  hired  by  a  ftipend  to  obey  his  mafter  ?  There 
is,  according  to  him,  no  alternative.  Is  his  pen- 
flon  underftood  to  be  pay  gi'ven  him  as  a  ftate  hireling 
for  treafon  to  his  country  ?  Whoever  gave  it  him, 
muil  then  have  read  London,  a  Poem,  &c.  &c.  and 
mull:  have  mifiaken  all  his  diftant  hints  and  dark  aU  * 
luftens.  As  Mr.  Jolinfon  therefore  has,  I  think, 
failed  in  this  account,  may  I,  after  fo  great  an  au¬ 
thority,  venture  at  a  fhort  definition  of  fo  intricate 
a  word  ?  A  penfion  then  I  would  call  a  gratuity 
during  the  pleafure  of  the  Prince  for  ferojices  perform-^ 
ed,  or  expedled  to  be  performed,  to  himfelf  or  to  the 
f  ate.  Let  us  confider  the  celebrated  Mr.  Johnfon, 
and  a  few  other  late  penfioners,  in  this  light. 

Mr.  Johnfon’s  many  writings  in  the  caufe  of  li¬ 
berty,  his  heady  attachment  to  the  prefent  Royal 
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Family,  his  gentleman-like  compliments  to  his 
majefty’s  grand-father,  and  his  decent  treatment 
of  the  parliament,  intitle  him  to  a  fhare  ot  the 
royal  bounty.  It  is  a  matter  of  adoniOiment  that 
no  notice  has  till  now  been  taken  of  him  by  govern¬ 
ment  for  fome  of  the  moil  extraordinary  produc¬ 
tions,  which  appeared  with  tlie  name  of  Samuel 
jehnfon,  a  name  facred  to  George  and  Liberty.  No 
man,  who  has  read  only  one  poem  of  his,  London., 
but  muft  congratulate  the  good  fenfe  and  difcern- 
ing  fpirit  of  the  miniiler,  who  bellows  iucli  a 
part  of  the  public  treafure  on  this  diilinguifned 
friend  of  the  public,  of  his  mailer’s  family,  and 
of  the  conilitution  of  this  country.  Thefe  rewards 
are  now  mod  judicioully  given  to  thofe  who  have 
fupnorted,  not  to  thoie  who  have  all  their  lives 
written  with  bitternefs,  and  harangued  witli  viru¬ 
lence  a'5-ainfl:  the  cToveriiincnt.  With  all  due  de- 
fercnce  to  the  firil  miniiler’s  difeernment,  I  ra¬ 
ther  think  that  Mr.  Johnfon  (as  merit  of  this  kind 
mud  now  be  re  varded)  might  have  been  better  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  another  way  ;  I  mean  at  the  board  of 
Excife.  I  am  delirous  of  feeing  him  one  >f  the 
coniTnijfio7iers ,  if  not  at  the  head  of  that  board,  that 
the  gentlemen  tliere  may  ceafe  to  be  n.vrciches  hired 
by  thofe  to  <vjhG?n  exeije  is  paid.  His  definition  ex- 
cifeh,  that  it  is  a  hateful  taxEuied  upon  co?7i?ncdities, 
£Lnd  adjudged  not  by  the  common  judges  of  property, 
ifut  vjr etches  hired  by  thofe  to  n/jhom  excife  is  paid. 
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3s  the  exdfk  flill  on  the  fame  footing  ?  I  wi/h  to 
know  who  hires  thefe  ^’reiches,  the  co7nvilf:oncrs  o/\ 
exdfe.  Mr.  John  Ton  fays  thofe  to  n.vhom  exdfe  is  paid  ? 
If  that  is  indeed  the  cafe,  I  am  not  at  a  lofs  to  find 
out  to  ‘-who??!  exdfe  is  paid,  nor  who  of  confequence, 
in  Mr.  Johnfbn’s  idea,  hires  thefe  ’voretches, 

Thefe  are  fair  extrafts  from  the  celebrated  Eizg- 
iifo  Diciionary,  which  was  prefented  by  a  noble 
lord  in  fuch  pomp  to  the  academy  della  Crufea.  It 
will  give  the  country  of  the  old  Romans  the  juheft 
ideas  of  Englilh  liberty,  and  of  the  prefent  patrons 
cf  it  among  us,  who  have  fo  liberally  rewarded 
the  author.  The  literati  of  Italy  will  not  only 
£nd  the  work  an  excellent  literary  diclionary,  but 
a  complete  fykem  of  Englifli  politics  and  hif- 
tcry  worthy  of  this  renowned  nation,  for  every 
thing  is  recorded  in  the  manly  kile  of  old  Rojne. 

we  have  had  our  tyrants  as  well  as  they,  a 
Roman  fpirit  has  refe  againft  them  here,  and,  as 
k  ever  will,  has  bore  down  all  before  it.  The  ex- 
pulhon  of  the  Tarquins  is  not  told  by  any  old  Ro¬ 
man  hiftorian  in  more  animated  language,  and 
more  glowing  words,  than  the  cxpulfion  of  the 
inveterate  enemies  of  liberty,  the  whole  race  of 
the  Stuarts.  Mr.  Johnfon  fays,  the  Resolution  is 
the  change  produced  by  the  admiffon  of  King  William 
and  ^een  Mary.  What  noble  words !  what  a  -bold 
glowing 'exprellion  !  I  fhould  not  have  dwelt  fo  long 
upon  Mr.  Johnfonh  literary  merit,  if  1  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  his  writings  had  done  more  real  fervice 
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to  the  family  on  the  throne,  than  any  man’s — ex¬ 
cepting  only  Mr.  Secretary  Murray's  ;  another  name 
facred  to  George  and  Liberty. 

I  moil  heartily  beg  lord  Litchfield’s  pardon. 

I  have  been  fo  ufed  to  find  him  at  the  head  of  the 
country  party,  and  the  Oxfordlhire  old  interell,  that 
I  did  not  expeft  under  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of 
Brunfwic,  to  have  feen  him  at  the  head  of  the  penfi- 
oners.  I  ought  to  have  paid  my  firil  compliments 
to  his  lordihip.  He  is  at  the  head  of  the  peyijioners^ 
and  at  lenp-th  bafks  in  the  funihine  of  court  favour, 

O 

from  having  in  the  moil  critical  times  diilinguiihcd 
himfelf  as  a  warm  friend  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover. 
When  the  whole  nation  rofe  up,  like  one  man,  in 
defence  of  their  fovereign  and  their  liberties,  lord 
Litchfield  ilood  forth  amongil  the  moil  zea¬ 
lous,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  amazing  num¬ 
bers  of  true  freemen  of  the  old  intcreil  in  Oxford- 
ihire.  I  hope  that  ever  memorable  year  1746  will 
never  be  forgot.  In  that  perilous  year  the  family 
on  the  throne  faw  who  were  their  real  friends,  and 
undoubtedly  have  profited  by  an  experience  fo 
liappily  made.  Read  over  the  liil  of  thofc  gene¬ 
rous  ajfociators,  who  formed  a  facred  band  for  the 
defence  of  all  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  an  Engliih- 
man :  there  you  will  find  the  name  of  the  earl  of 
Litchfield.  Everyman  in  Oxfordlhire  will  tell 
you,  how  nobly  he  exerted  himfelf,  when  Hannibal 
was  at  our  gates  j  what  real  flrength  the  nation  de- 
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Mvcd  from  his  great  and  fpirited  efforts ;  what fu7ns 
hefuljcribeo',  wJiat  iinmenfe  expences  he  bore  with 
cheaifulncfs,  to  encourage  his  friends  to  the  drain¬ 
ing  of  every  nerve  againfj;  his  and  our  common  ene- 
iT)} .  I  do  not  indeed  rccollecl  that  lie  raifed  any 
regiment,  thougli  many  others  of  the  nobility  did': 
but  I  readily  corrjprehend  why  he  did  not.  The 
aonunidi u-tion  were  at  tuat  time  fo  over-run  witli 
grOiS  prepidiccs,  that  they  thought  Iiis  lordfhip, 
and  thofe  friends  of  his,  could  not  be  trailed. 
The  prefent  minhlry  think  more  juilly  ;  and  fnould 
fueh  another  day  come,  I  am  fatisfied  they  will  be 
found  as  zealous  in  tne  caufe  of  their  country  as 
before.  Jt  is  plain  then,  that  lord  Litchfield 
is  at  the  head  of  the  peniioners  on  account  of  real 
fervices  performed  in  times  of  real  dano-er. 

I  think  that  I  am  right  in  declaring  that  a  pe7i- 
Jlon  iDuj,  not  only  be  given  for  fey-vices  aSlually 
perfermed,  but  likewife  for  /crevices  expeded  to  he 
perfonxed.  This  I  take  to  be  the  cafe  of  the  pen- 
/ions  generally  given  to  the fixteen  Peers  who  repre- 
fent  the  whole  nobility  of  Scotland.  I  am  far  from 
meaning  that  they  are  the  only  fixteen  Scettijh 
peers  wdio  enjoy  pe}iJio7ts :  I  fpeak  of  them  now,  as 
having  votes  in  the  houfc  of  Lords,  from  their  be¬ 
ing  reprefentatives  of  all  the  reft.  Pe7:ftons  have 
commonly  been  given  to  them  for  the  fervices' they 
are  to  perform  to  their  country  there,  and  to  give 
them  the  true  bias,  which  they  might  otherwife 


miftake.  When  lord  Bute  was  in  a  former  parli¬ 
ament  one  of  the  fixteen  Srottijh  peers,  he  adually 
enjoyed  a  pe?ifiGn  on  this  truly  honourable  footing  ; 
and  therefore  he  has  the  faired  right  to  the  title  of 
Grand  Pcfijtonary.  In  this  more  liberrd  confLruflion 
of  the  word  penjion^  I  Ihould  imagine  the  Lords  of 
the  Bedchamber  in  general  were  included.  I  take 
this  to  be  the  true  reafon  of  the  increafe  of  their 
number  in  the  prefent  reign  from  i^ivelve  to  eigh¬ 
teen  ;  which  is  Hill  kept  filled  up.  This  is  by  no 
means  want  of  oeconomy,  that  darling  attribute 
of  modern  datefmen  !  It  is  done  that  fo  many 
noble  perfons  may  be  ready  to  perform  in  parlia¬ 
ment  any  fervices  which  tlieir  country  calls  for  ; 
and  is  thus  in  reality  only  a  more  honourable penfon. 

I  beg  to  be  underftood.  Not  only  real  fervices 
in  parliament,  but  every  fpccies  of  elegance  and 
refinement  in  the  polite  arts  may,  I  tliink,  with¬ 
out  cenfure,  be  rewarded  with  a  peiifon.  A  polite- 
nefs  equal  to  that  of  lord  1’alcot’s — horfc  ought 
not  to  pafs  unnoticed.  At  the  coronalion  he  paid 
a  new,  and  for  a  horfe,  fingular  rcfocfl  to  his  fo- 
ver^ign.  I  appeal  to  applauding  multitudes,  who 
were  fo  charmed,  as  to  foi-gct  every  rule  of  decen¬ 
cy,  and  to  clap  even  in  the  Royal  prefcncc,  whe¬ 
ther  his,  or  his  lord's  dexterity  on  that  day  did  not 
furpafs  any  courtier’s.  Caligula’s  horfc  had  not 
half  the  merit.  We  remember  how  nobly  he  was 

provided  for.  What  the  cxafl  proportion  of  merit 
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was  between  his  lordjhip  and  his  horfe,  and  how 
far  the  pcnfion  fhould  be  divided  between  them, 
I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine.  I  leave 
this  knotty  point  to  be  decided  by  the  earl  of  Eg- 
lingtoji^  bccaufe  Mr.  John  Hume^  alias  Home  (for  fo  it 
is  printed  in  the  new  fwcet  nofegay  of  Scottifi  thif- 
iks)  tells  the  world,  vol.  ii.  p.  230.  that  he  is 
A  friend  of  princes^  poets,  njoits, 

A  judge  i?7f alii  hie  ofXiTS, 

In  my  private  opinion  however  the  merit  of  both  was 
very  great,  and  neither  ought  to  pafs  unnoticed.  The 
impartial,  and  inimitable  pen  of  Cervantes  has  made 
RoAinante  immortal  as  well  as  Don^ixote.  LordT al- 
bet's  liorfe,  like  the  great  Planet  in  Milton,  da?icd  a- 
hoiit  in  ‘Various  rounds  his  veand^ ring  courfe.  At  dilTer- 
ent  times,  he  was progreJJive,retrogade,cr fandingfilL 
HWprogreJJtve  motion  1  fnould  rather  incline  to  think 
the  merit  of  the  horje,  the  rctrogade  motion,  the  iricrit 
of  the  Lord.  Some  of  the  regulations  of  the  courtiers 
themfelves  for  that  day  had  long  been  fettled  by  for¬ 
mer  lord  ftewards.  It  was  referved  for  lord  Talbot 
to  fettle  an  etiquette  for  tlieir  hcrj'es.  I  much  admire 
many  of  his  lordCdp’s  new  regulations,  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  royal  kitchen.  I  approve  the  difeharg- 
ing  of  lo  many  iurnfpits  and  cocks,  who  were  grown 
of  very  little  ufe.  I  do  not  however  quite  like  the 
precedent  of  giving  them  penfons  for  doing  no¬ 
thing.  It  was  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  that  too 
great  indulgence  in  eating  and  drinking,  which 
went  by  the  name  of  Old  Englijh  hofpztality,  when 
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the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  granted  a  poor  niggard¬ 
ly  ci'uil  lift  of  only  800,000  1.  1  fmcerely  venerate 

his  lordihip’s  great  abilities,  and  deeply  regret  that 
they  are  not  employed  by  government  in  a  way  more 
ionfdentiaU  more  fuited  to  his  manly  charaflcr. 

There  is  one  Scottifi  penfiOn  I  have  been  told  of, 
which  afforded  me  real  pleafure.  It  is  Mr.  Hume  s  ; 
for  I  am  fatished  that  it  mufi  be  given  to  Mr.  Da'vid 
Hume,  whofe  writings  have  been  jullly  admired  both 
abroad  and  at  home,  and  not  to  Mr.  Joh^i  Hume, 
who  has  endeavoured  to  bring  the  name  into  con¬ 
tempt,  by  putting  it  to  two  infipid  tragedies,  and 
other  trafh  in  the  Scettifj  mifcellanies. 

I  muft,  in  compliance  with  a  few  vulgar  writers, 
call  the  inadequate  revrard  given  to  Mr.  Pitt  for  as 
great  fervices  as  ever  were  performed  by  any  fuh- 
jeft,  a  penfon,  although  the  grant  is  7iot  during  plea- 
fure,  and  tliereforc  cannot  create  any  undue,  uncon- 
ftitutional  influence.  In  the  fame  light  we  are  to 
confider  the  duke  of  Cumberland’s  and  Marlbor':)’s, 
Prince  Ferdinand’s  and  y\d miral  Hawke’s,  Mr.  On¬ 
flow’s,  &c.  I  was  going  to  call  it  the  King  s gold  he:: ; 
for  Mr. Pitt  having  before  received  the  moft  obliging 
m^arks  of  regard  from  the  public,  tlic  tcRimony  of  his 
foveicign  only  remained  wanting.  Thecircumllanccs 
however  attending  it  convince  me,  that  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  it  was  artfully  contrived  by  courtiers  to  be  giv¬ 
en  to  Mr.  Pitt,  neither  for  Lcuifiourg,  fhchec,  nor 
Po?idicherry,  but  to  ruin  him  in  the  opinion  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  with  the  hope  of  putting  an  end  to 
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tliaf  ponulantv,  which  he  lias  throimh  life  courted 
with  fuch  painful  zeal,  proflituted  to  fuch  flagi¬ 
tious  purpofes,  and  made  ufe  of  above  all  to  raife 
the  flame  of  difeord,  which  raged  for  the  laft  fix 
years,  but  is  now,  under  the  aiifpices  of  lord  Bute, 
happily  extinguifhed.  I  am,  S:c. 

Cbfervations  on  the  papers  relative  to  the  rupture 
with  Spain,  laid  before  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  on  Friday  the  29th  day  of  January,  1762, 
by  his  Majeliyh  corniuand,in  a  letter  from  John 
Wilkes,  Efq;  late  Member  for  Aylefoury,  to  a 
friend  in  the  country. 

fer^ 

Bellu?n  curet  Iherie^  ?  PIor. 

Dear  Sir,  March  1-62. 

MUCH  regret  that  it  is  not  yet  in  my  power 
fully  to  gratify  the  curiofity  you  exprefs  of  fee¬ 
ing  a//  papers  relative  to  the  rupture  veiih  Spai7u 
The  fubjefl  is  fo  very  interefting,  that  I  am  not 
furprized  at  your  impatience.  My  concern  is,  that 
fo  much  is  withheld  from  the  public,  and  that  a 
perfon,  uninform.ed  as  I  am,  cannot  pretend  with 
clearnefs  to  unravel  the  thread  of  a  negociation, 
defignedly  kept  intricate  and  cmbarraiTed.  I  fear 
you  will  find  fome  things  rather  oblcure  ;  but  I 
will  endeavour  to  pour  all  the  light  I  can  on  the 
fubjeif,  and  to  difiipate  every  cloud  of  obfeurity 
which  is  meant  to  cover  it.  Had  the  public  been 
gratified  vvith  the  fight  of  the  memorials  and  pa- 
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pers  relating  to  the  demand  of  liberty  to  the  S/^a- 
nifb  nation  to  fifh  on  the  Banks  of  hc'ivfc midland 
(a  matter  held  /acred* J  and  to  the  other  claims, 

^  You  ivlll  again  on  this  occafion  let  M.  V/all  clearly  unler- 
Jland,  That  this  is  a  matter  held  Jacred]  and  that  no  conccjfion  on 
the  part  of  his  Majeftyj  fo  dejirucliare  to  this  true  and  caj  ital  in- 
0^' Great  Britain,  ’zviU  be  yielded  to  Spain,  hcaven.'er  abetted 
and  fupperted.  Mr.  Pitt's  letter^  p.  3.  Ihltb  regard  to  the  'Sew- 
founciiand  fjhery,  M,  Wall  urged,  JVhat  had  principally  given 
offence  here  as  to  that  article,  nxas  my  being  jo  frequently  order¬ 
ed  to  declare,  and  the  Cende  de  Fuentes  having  been  as  often 
told,  that  England  n.could.  never  hear  of  that  inadnuffille  preten- 
fion.  Lord’Bndors  letter  to  the  Earl  of 'E^remont,  Dec.  (', 
ij6i.  p.  53. 

The  declaration  of  tlic  Count  de  Fuentes,  that  Mr.  Pitt's  or¬ 
dinary  and  ia^t  anl'wer  was,  I’hat  he  would  not  relax  in  any 
thing,  till  the  Tower  of  London  was  taken  fword  in  hand," 
p.  ^5.  is  undoubtedly  a  grofs  mifreprefentation.  That  expref- 
fion  mud  have  been  confined  to  the  Spanilh  claim  of  fffing  on 
the  Banks  of  Neiufoundland  j  for  it  is  apparent  from  thefc  pa¬ 
pers  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  ready  to  make  greater  conceilions  to 
preferve  the  friendfliip  of  Spain,  than  any  former  minifter  had 
ventured  to  older  j  witnefs  the  paragraph  in  Lord  Bri/lol's  letter, 
of  y^uguf  31,  p.  8.  Laply,  concerning  the  difputes  about  the 
coajl  of  Honduras,  /  could  add  nothin^  to  the  repeated  declara¬ 
tions  I  bad  made  'in  the  King's  name,  of  the  j'atisfaclion  nvitb 
n.vh'ich  his  Majcjly  vcould  receive  any  jujl  overture  fom  Spain 
(upon  condition  that  France  ’teas  not  to  be  the  channel  of  that 
conveyance )  for  terminating  amicably,  and  to  mutual  fatisfatficn, 
every  reasonable  complaint  on  this  matter,  by  prepefng  feme  equi¬ 
table  regulation  for  fecuring  to  us  the  long-enjoyed  privilege  of  cut- 
ling  log'ivood  ( an  'indulgence  confu  med  by  treaty,  and  of  ccurj'e 
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equally  iirjuft,  made  by  the  Count  de  FuenUs, 
which  were  moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
on  the  iith  of  Dece77iher  lad,  we  might,  wdth  a 
tolerable  degree  of  accuracy,  have  known  fome- 
thing  more  of  the  merits  of  the  prefent  quarrel 
with  Spain.  Not  one  of  thefe  appears,  nor  have 
we  any  paper  or  memorial  from  Spain  (not  even 
that  delivered  to  lord  Brijiol  in  January  lad  *) 
nor  any  anfwer  of  the  Court  of  England,  fince  the 
accedion  of  his  prefent  Catholic  Majedy  (impor¬ 
tant  as  that  period  mud  naturally  feem  to  be)  to 
the  lad  Autumn.  In  vain  havelwidied  for  the  fa¬ 
mous  memorial  which  the  Court  of  Spain  returned 
as  inadmidible,  that  I  might  have  compared  it  with 
M.  de  BuJJy\  ;  dnce  the  late  minider  publicly  de¬ 
clared  that  was  the  precedent  he  followed  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  memorial  of  Spa?iijh  affairs  given  in  by 
France.  It  is  undoubtedly  of  much  confequence 
to  know  both  the  matter  and  exprejjtons  of  that  me¬ 
morial  returned  by  Spain,  as  it  might  probably  re¬ 
late  to  one  of  the  three  points  in  negociation,  pri~ 


fiuthonzed  in  the  moji  facred  manner ; )  nor  could  I  give Jlronger 
aJJ'urances  than  the  faji,  of  hi%  M.ajfly' %  Jleady  purpofe  to  caufe 
all  eflablijhmente  on  the  lognvood  coajls,  contrary  to  the  territorial 
jurijdiElion  of  Spain,  to  be  removed. 

*  Tet  ^vhen  the  pile  of  General  Wall’j  enclojed  paper  h  com¬ 
pared  voith  that  lohich  was  given  to  me  laji  January,  I  hope  it 
will  appear  there  is  lefs  peevifanefs  at  prefent  here  than  what  %oas 
Jo fii'ongly  exhibited fome  months  ago,  p.  1 1, 
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logn^:oocl,  or  the  fijhery.  In  the  prefent  collec¬ 
tion  (which  was  laid  before  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  on  the  29th  of  "January^  but  not  printed  and 
delivered  to  the  members  till  the  1 2th  of  Febru¬ 
ary)  there  is  not  a  line  previous  to  the  memorial 
delivered  to  Mr.  Secretary  Fitt,  by  M.  de  Bujjy^ 
July  23,  1761  ;  nor  is  there  any  intelligence  from 
Paris,  where  the  Family  Compacl  of  the  Houfc  of. 
Bourbon  was  negociated  and  figned  by  Grimaldi, 
and  where,  it  is  faid,  the  meafures  to  be  taken 
againil  Portugal  were  concerted.  An  extrac  r  of 
one  letter  only  of  Mr.  PitPs  is  inferted,  which  is 
dated  July  28,  the  anfwer  to  which  is  received 
September  II.  Net  a  fyllable  after  that  period 
from  this  Court  to  lord  Briftol,  till  the  28th  of 
Odlober,  when  lord  Egremont  declares  he  opens  his 
correJponde?ice,  p.  20  * .  It  is  indeed  v'ery  ahonifh- 
ing,  and  gives  no  great  idea  of  the  vigilance  or 
attention  of  admlnidration,  that  w'hile  affairs  were 
fo  critical  between  the  two  nations,  no  diredlions 
for  the  condud  of  lord  Brijlol  were  fent  to  Madrid 

*  How  can  this  be  the  truth,  when  lord  Bnjiol  writes, 
November  16,  1761.  The  mejfenger  Ardouin,  delivered  to  me 
cn  the  loth  irjlant,  at  the  Efeurial,  the  honour  of  your  lordjhip' t 
difpatches  of  the  z%th  paft,  ’with  the  feveral  inciofures  therein  re¬ 
ferred  to-,  andbythelaji  pojl  I  received  your  letter 
OF  THE  20th  OF  THE  SAME  MONTH,  ’whlch  ycur  lord- 
pip  informed  me,  that  all  mine  to  the  2tf  0/ September,  had 
been  regularly  laid  before  his  majefy,  p.  ^6.  1  luppofc  the  pub¬ 

lic  could  not  be  trulled  with  all  that  letter. 
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during  To  long  a  period  ^  But  can  it  be  imagined 
that  10  acute,  fo  well-informed  a  miniiler  Mr. 
cenainly  was,  fliould  not  tranfmit  from 
any  intelligence  of  thatnioft  alarming  treaty, 
wluch  was  ncgociating  all  the  fummer  at  Paris  ? 
It  appears,  by  the  accounts  publifned  by  the  French 
Court,  that  tne  Family  Co/npaci  figned  at  Fer- 
Jailles  the  15th  of  Anguft,  and  ratified  the  8th  of 
<jeptet7iber.  Lord  Temple,  in  a  great  aiTembly, 
did  declare  that  intelligence  of  the  higlieil  moment 
relative  to  thefe  matters  was  tranfrnitted  to  this 
Court  before  the  advice  in  writing,  dated  the 
September,  which  occafioned  certain  refio-- 
nations.  Nothing  of  this  kind  is  publifned  in  the  ' 
papers  relatPje  to  the  rupture  -jjith  Spain^  though 
iinaoubtedly  hitelligence  conlHtutes  a  moh  materfal 
part  of  tholio  papers.  .Lfi.we  have  not  the  Litisfac- 
tion  of  judging  for  oirrfelves  from  the  ^vhole  of  3 
caiL,  1  V.  ill  do  tne  late  minifer  the  j  uhice  to  fav, 
tiiv,.t  It  cannot  be  imputed  to  him.  .He  prefTed  with 
honeH  zeal  the  laying  before  the  public  every  pa¬ 
per  relative  to  Stio  Jix  years  71c god  at  ion  ^  with  Spain, 

Kow  is  this  to  be  reconciled  to  the  declaration  of  lord 
Pgremont,  Mr.  Fitt'%  fuccefibr,  that  the  new  miniftry  w/// 
ax^oid  every  poffible  imputathn  of  Indecifion  or  indolence,  -jvlicb 
ignorant  prejudice  might  fuggep  ?  p.  23. 

r  I  thould  be  particularly  cunous,  for  certain  reafons,  to  fee 
In  what  manner,  and  to  what  extent,  the  Spanifo  Qown  had 
teen  f an, raty, hat  cf  Union,  ^Ub  an  impartial  dijeuff,,,,  of 
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that  the  juitice  and  candour  of  the  crown  of  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  chicanery,  info- 
lence,  and  perfidy  of  Spain  on  the  other,  might  be 
apparent  to  all  the  world  :  but  this  was  relufed  ; 
for  had  it  been  granted,  all  the  attrocious  calum¬ 
nies  fo  induilrioudy  circulated,  of  his  averfion  to 
peace,  and  his  endeavours  to  perpetuate  and  en* 
creafe  the  war,  had  been  laid  open  to  manhind, 
and  the  authors  of  them  held  in  jud  abhorrence.  I 
own  the  appeal  to  fo  much  written  evidence,  fpokc 
to  me  the  ftrongefc  language  of  confeious  integri¬ 
ty,  and  I  was  charmed  with  an  example,  whicli  I 
am  fure  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  draw  from  any  of  his 
predecefbrs  in  this  country. — They  have  ever 
fought,  like  Mr.  PitPs  luccelTors,  to  cover  and 
conceal,  or  at  leaf:  to  perplex  ;  he  willies  to  lay 
open  and  reveal  to  the  unerring  public,  both  the 
motives  and  actions  of  every  part  of  his  admini- 
flraticn. — A  retrofpect  carries  no  terrors  but  to  the 
guilty — to  an  upright  minidcr  it  m.ud  give  tlie 
trucll:  fatisfaftion — to  the  public  that  conviclion, 
it  has  in  many  cafes  a  right  to  expefl. 

I  w’as  not  a  little  furprifed,  and  I  own  greatly 
concerned  at  the  alarm  you  mention,  fpread  every 
where  in  your  parts,  of  the  melancholy  and  ruined 
ftate  of  our  country,  and  the  ncccflity  we  were 
under  of  accepting  almoll;  any  peace.  The  French, 

their  difputes,  from  the  year  1754,  bgforc  Mr.  Pitt  accepted 
the  feals,  p,  ^2' 
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lord  Brijlol  Tays,  hanjs  ne^jcr  dlfcojttinued  ajfurifig 
the  Spaniards  o/'  our  behig  cxhuujled  by  the prefent  long 
and  expenfive  nuar,  p.  29  :  and  they  may  add  that 
we  have  thofe  among  us  (but,  happily  for  this 
nation,  they  are  few,  and  their  credit  but  fmall) 
who  repine  at  our  fucceffes,  and  declare  they  n.veep 
o^er  our  njidories.  This  is  the  true  pidure  of  that 
mod  malignant  and  infernal  fiend,  Envy,  fo  well 
defcribed  by  Ovid; 

FI xque  tenet  lacrymas,  quia  nil  lacrymabile  cernif. 

And  a  little  before  he  mentions  what  rankled  at 
the  heart ; 

Sed  ^jidet  ingratos,  intabefcitquc  ojidendo 
SucceJJits  hominis. 

I  doubt  not  thefe  men  do  very  fincerely  lament  the 
fucceffes  even  of  their  own  country  ;  for  I  well 
remember  the  favourite  language  they  held  a  few 
years  ago,  “  Give  the  new  minider  the  reins — 
he  is  equally  imprafticable  as  impetuous — in  a 
very  fliort  time  he  mull  annihilate  his  prefen t 
credit  with  the  public,  from  the  failure  of  every 
“  fcheme  he  adopts.’^  Now  Eleaven  has  given 
fuch  glorious  fuccefs  to  upright  intentions,  and 
well-digefled  *  plans,  while  the  reft  of  their  coun- 

*  In  Europe,  Cherhurg,  and  Bellc-Ip ;  in  Afta,  Pondicher¬ 
ry  j  in  Africa,  Senegal,  and  Goree',  in  America,  Beau  Sejoury 
Uuijbourg,  Fort  du  S^uejne,  now  Piujhurg,  Guadalupe,  &c. 
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trymen  are  congratulating  each  other  on  'all  our 
noble  conqueils  and  real  acquifidons  of  ftrength, 
thefe  men,  aa  well  as  our  declared  enemies,  are 
found  in  forrow  and  tears.  How  prepofterous  is 
fuch  a  condud  ?  Yet  did  not  fome  of  thefe  very 
men  execrate  thofe  as  traitors  to  their  country,  who 
were  not  fired  with  rapture  at  the  vidory  of  Cidlo- 
den?  a  vidory  as  juflly  dear  to  every  friend  of 

liberty  as  any  our  annals  can  boafl. — 

But  let  us  on  the  other  hand  exult,  and  rejoice 
to  fee  how  greatly  this  country  now  figures  in  the 
unprejudiced  judgment  of  foreigners,  even  of  our 
enemies.  The  prime  minifler  of  ^pain  tells  lord 
Briftol,  That  the  Court  of  London  avas  in  the  moji 
fourifoing  a7id  rneft  exalted  ft  nation  it  had  cucr 
knoavfi,  occafioned  by  the  great ef  j tries  of  profperities 
that  any  fngU  nation  had  e-ver  ?nct  ^,.vithy  p.  10.  Can 
we  wonder  after  this,  that  fo  much  abufe,  fuch 
grofs  feurrility,  on  Mr.  Pitt,  appears  in  Fuentes's 
papers }  Is  it  not  the  higheft  panegyric  ?  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  had  the  direBion  of  tlie  Britip  counfcls 
been  fuffered  to  continue  in  the  fame  hands,  the 
name  of  P/V/had  been  as  much  dreaded  at  Madrid 
as  it  is  at  Paris,  or  as  it  is  dear  to  his  grateful  coun¬ 
trymen.  I  fpeak  with  the  lionefl  warmth  and  pride 

Niagara,  T'icotidercga,  Croivn  Point,  Siuebec,  Montreal,  Dcmi- 
iiico,  anJ,  to  crown  the  whole,  wc.  may  hope  Martinico.  Let 
me  add  the  annihilation  of  the  French  marine  and  commerce,- 
All  during  Mr.  P.7f’s  minifiry. 


of  an  EngUjJjmmi,  who  really  feds  with  his  fcve- 
reign  the  great  end  Jmfjortant  fcr^jices  *  of  Mr.  P/V/, 
and  glories  in  feeing-  liis  country  recovered  from 
the  mod  abjeft  date  of  defpair  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
grandeur  and  importance,  as  to  hold  the  Erlh  rank 
among  the  powers  of  Europe. 

The  other  report  you  mention,  that  the  late-mi- 
nider  courted  a  nvar  -tvitb  Spain,  will  receive  as  full 
a  confutation  from  thefe  papers.  I  Ihall,  from 
among  many,  produce  only  fyo  paffages,  but  too 
exprefs  to  admit  the  lead  iliadow  of  a  doubt.  The 
hrd  is  from  the  concluhon  of  the  extract  of  the 
only  letter  we  have  of  Mr.  Pitt's  in  this  garbled 
colleflion.  After  the  infolent  memorial  of  France 
relative  to  Spain  was  delivered  here  by  hi.  de  BuJ/y, 
little  Jfoort  cf  a  declaration  of  a  --Lvar  in  re-verficn,  and 
that  not  at  a  difiance,  Pvir.  Pitt  writes  to  lord  Brif 
tol,  hi  cafe,  upon  c?itering  into  rcmonfirance  on  this  af¬ 
fair  you  Jh ail  percei  ve  a  difpofition  in  M.  Wall/o  ex- 
plain  aveay  a'nd  difavovv  the  authorix.ation  of  Spain 
to  this  ofenfive  tranfaeiion  of  France,  and  to  c  c  ai e 
TO  CATEGORICAL  AND  SATISFACTORY  DECLA¬ 
RATIONS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  FINAL  INTENTIONS 
OF  Spain,  your  Excellency  vcill,  voith  readinefs  and 
your  ufiial  addrefs,  adapt  your f elf  to  fo  defir  able  a  cir- 
cumfiance,  and  vjill  open  to  the  Court  cf  Madrid  as 
handfome  a  retreat  as  may  be,  in  cafe  you  perceive 
from  the  Spanilh  mififier  that  thyy  fincerely  vcifio  to 
*  NiAz  London  Gax.ette  oi QEi.  ic,  1761.  , 
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fnd  one y  and  to  remo^ve,  by  an  effectual  satis¬ 
faction,  the  unfa^JOurabU  imprejjions  nvhich  this 
7nemorial  of  France  has  juftly  and  unavoidably  made 

cn  the  mind  of  his  Majcfy,  p*  3?  4* 
rriiage  of  a  minill;er  vjho  courts  a  'ivar  ?  Is  it  not 
the  reverfe  ?  Does  he  not  honehly  point  out  the 
means  of  avoiding  a  war,  yet  witli  the  dignity 
raid  fpirit  becoming  a  gieat  power,  which  did 
not  tremble  at  the  haughty  menaces  of  the  Spa- 
721  ard  P 

The  other  paiTage  contains  the  teRimony  of  the 
earl  of  E^reniont  :  M.  all  niuf  hi7njelf  nno-vj  that 
there  has  been  a  f  articular  delicacy  cbfervedy  in  con¬ 
certina  our  plans  for  military  operaliotts,  to  avoid  car¬ 
rying  hoflilities  tcavards  objects y  ‘ivhich  might  give 
the  leaf  jcaloujy  or  umbrage  to  the  Court  of  Spain  ; 
and  therefore  his  Majefy  can  only  confider  fuch  u7:juf 
fuggefions  and  groundlefs  ffpicionSy  as  defiitute  of 
probability  as  of  proof y  as  a  mere  pretext,  in  cafe  that, 
contrary  to  all  good  faith,  and  the  mof  folemn  repeat¬ 
ed  profefions  of  friendly  intentions ,  the  Court  c/ Spain 
fould  have  jneditaied  or  rrfolved  on  hoflilities  againfl 
England,  p.  31  *• 

J  think  it  appears  to  demon flration,  even  from 
ihefe  papers,  that  before  the  firft  overtures  of  France 

*  M.  V/a!rc7y;?f^/,  heu'  cautious  lue  had  been  to  avoid  at¬ 
tacking  thofc  i.o[lej[fions  belonging  to  our  enmies,  nvbich  had  any 
connexion  iviib  the  Spaiiiih  territory ^  Lord  Jirijiol  s  letter, 
p.  63. 


(  153  ) 

for  the  particular  peace  with  England,  Spain  had 
refolved,  at  a  proper  time,  to  take  an  efficient  and 
openly  liohilepart  againfe  us.  M,^de  BnJ/y,  in  the 
memorial  relative  to  SprJn,  fo  early  as  yufy  23, 
talks  o/' the  engage?nents,  --which  the  one  and  the  ether 
Coiut  may  ha-~je  taken  prior  to  their  reconciliation,  p, 
4.  Mr.  Pitds  letter  of  July  28,  declares,  The  Duke 
ae  Choifeul  a-vonvs  the  engagements  avith  Spain,  con^- 
cerning  our  difputes  wsith  that  cronvn,  to  ha-ue  been 
taken  before  the  firs  a'  overtures  ^France  for 
the  particular  peace  nnith  England.  The  iird  over¬ 
tures  were  dated  the  26th  of  March,  1761  Lord 
Brifol,  Jug.  31,  gives  an  account  of  the  conver- 
fation  he  had  with  General  TVall,  in  which  M. 
IBall  declared,  that  M.  Bufy'^s  tncinorial  <vjas  ojcr- 
haiiin  nvhat  had  been  Jent  by  order  of  the  Catholic 
King  to  Vcrfailles,  p.  6.  f  In  the  fame  letter, 

*  Vide  Metnoire  lUfrcnque,  &c.  publiHied  by  .the  Court  of 
France. 

t  In  the  paper  of  the  aSth  of  Augvji,  Spain  with  her  ufual 
perfidy  repeatea  :n  anj’ivcr,  that  JJje  only  consented  that 
\'r^nctJhou!d  .ake  thhfiep,  p.  1 5.  This  is  of  a  piece  with  her 
veracity,  vchen  the  fays.  From  a  f ref  proof  of  his  pacific  fpi- 
rit,  the  King  cj  Spam  Kvrote  to  tfoe  King  of  France,  his  coufn, 
that  ip  the  union  of  interefl,  in  any  manner  retarded  the  peace 
nvith  England,  he  consented  to feparate  kimfcif  from  it,  not 
to  put  ANY  OBSTACLE  ro  fo  great  a  happinefs,  p  It  is 

notorious  in  h ranee,  that  every  obfacle  pojjible  was  put  to  it  by 
the  Spanifj  minilber,  in  conjundbion  with  the  Imperial  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  and  in  reality  Spain  only  w'ifhed  not  to  be  reputed  an 
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p.  H.  The  ftrong  a^onval  of  a  7nof  intimate  cordi¬ 
ality  between  Spain  atid  France  contained  iji  this  Injl 
produbiion  of  the  Spanifh  fecretary  of  fate  has  hurt 
me.  This  production  was  the  famous  memorial  of 
the  28th  of  Auguf,  which  (with  lord  BrifcVs  let¬ 
ter  of  the  31ft,  and  an  snclofure)  was  the  laft  pa¬ 
per  Mr.  Pitt  ever  received  from  the  Court  of 
as  appears  from  the  date  of  his  refignation,  Ocl.  £;. 
The  memorial  <ivh:ch  M.  dc  Bully  prefented  to  },lr. 
Pitt,  is  a  fep,  ‘ivhich  his  Catholic  Majcfy  <will 
deny  has  been  taken  n.L'ith  his  full  co?iJent^  approbation  j 
and  pleafure.  Paper  delivered  to  the  earl  of  Brifol, 
p.  13.  which  next  holds  out  fnutual  afifance,  as 
their  union,  friendfoip,  and  relaticffjip  require  :  then 
proceeds  to  a  menacing  parallel,  It  being  grounded 
upon  this,  that  /^'England  fa^-u.)  that  France  attacked 
the  dominions  cf^pCva,  particularly  in  America, 
nvould  run  i?nmediately  to  her  defence  for  her  oiun  con- 
ojeniency,  as  nvell  as  bccaufe  fe  had,  equally  njoith 
France,  guarantied  thc7n:  and  concludes  with  a 
fimile  of  obliging  delicacy  betwixt  crowned  heads, 
with  regard  to  our  cllablidiment  on  the  lofrnjoood 
coaft.  Hard  proceedings  certainly,  for  one  to  confefs 
that  he  is  gone  into  the  Icufe  of  another,  to  take  nnjoay 
his  jc'-wels,  and  to  fay,  “  /  ill  go  out  again,  but  fir f 
“  you  fall  engage  to  give  me  vohat  1  went  to  take."' 

impediment  to  the  conclufion  of  a  peace  befiucen  England  and 
France,  p.  55.  Another  proof  of  her  veracity  may  be  feen  in 
p.  44.  of  this  pamphlet. 


So  mucli  for  hecoming  apologies^'  !  p.  i6.  There  is 
the  great efi  hari7w?2y  ketn.oce?i  the  t^wo  Courts  (France 
and  Spain)  p.  14.  Particularly  fmce  the  King  (of 
Spain)  fent your  Excellency  (the  Conde  de  Fuentes) 
to  that  Court  (of  London)  proojing  the  inccntejiihle 
grounds  of  cur  ccrnplaints  dnd  juf  cares ^  and  repeat" 
ing  that  avithout  fatisfying  them,  it  is  rmpnjjilde  to 
fix  the  good  correfpondcnce  of  the  t-~jjo  inonarchies,  nor 
the  friencfo'p  of  thet<ivo  ?nonarchs,  p.  59.  The  me¬ 
morial  itfelf  prefented  by  M.  de  7^b  23, 

wliich  was  verbatim  fent  from  Spain,  threatens  a  7zenjj 
^.var  in  Europe  and  America,  if  the  differences  of 
Spain  ^vith  England  are  not  adjuftcd,  of^schich  the 
French  King  fays,  he  fall  be  obliged  to  partake,  p.  4. 
And  in  p.  39.  General  Wall  fays,  What  other  dif 
cufjion  of  the  /natter  of  our  difputss,  than  nsrhat  has 
been  agitated,  during  fo  long  a  negociation  ;  avhat  other 
expedients  can  be  found  to  fanJe  the  honour  and  dignity 
cf  the  tzvo  Kings,  that  haase  not  been  prcpofcd  and 
cxhaufted  in  a  contefi  cf  fix  years  ?  And  again,  p.  40. 
K  negociation  Jo  ftrongly  difcu  fcd  that  it  has  been  re¬ 
duced  during  your  embajjy  (Count  de  Fuentes’’ s)  to  the 
lafi.  I'es,  or  to  the  lafl  No.  In  p.  60.  What  greater 
difcujfion,  upon  the  points  cf  our  difputes,  can  be  ?nade 
than  that  axhich  has  been  in  fo  long  a  negociation  P 

,  This  paper  is  Ailed  by  Spain,  a  Memorial,  p.  40.  and  con¬ 
tains  thofe  becoming  apalogies,  on  the  part  of  the  Catholic  Court, 
mentioned  in  the  Englifi  declaration  of  war,  Apologies  equally 
becoming  and  convincing  ! 
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What  expedients  can  he  fallen  upon  nC'Vj  to  fa  ve  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  t^cvo  Kings,  nx'hich  in  arguments  and  dij- 
putes  of fx  years  hanje  not  occurred?  Lord  Brifiol, 
Nonj,  2,  writes,  I  ha-ve  hO'tiG  chfer-ved  the  jealoufy 
cf  Spain  at  the  Britifh  cenquefs  *  and  am  noa.u  ccn~ 
njinced,  that  the  confeioufnefs  of  this  country' s  na-val 
inferiority  has  cccafoned  the  soothing  dkcla- 

^  It  is  important  to  know  in  what  terms,  and  at  what  time, 
Spain  firft  manifefted  this  jealouly  5  as  alio  in  what  terms,  and 
at  what  time,  fhc  renewed  her  JlaU  and  inadmijftbic  claim  to  tic 
fjhcry,  <zvhich  M.  lyall  lays,  all  lo,  d  BriUcV s  injlrvithm  lad 
run  to  declare  their  claim  to  be,  p.  27. 

In  the  Lender.  Gazette  of  Saturday,  OSober  10,  17G1, 
which  find  announced  Mr.  Vitt  s  rehrnation,  (the  notice  of 
which  was  purpofely  omitted  the  preceding:  L^uefday,  tur  rea- 
fons  I  will  not  n  w  enter  into)  is  an  article  dated  Madrid,  Sep¬ 
tember  4.,  yi  report  halving  been  lately  fpread  he.  c,  upon  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  hf  letters  from  France,  as  if  there  was  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  at:  immediate  rupture  between  our  Court  and  that  of  Great 
Ilritainj  we  ur.derfand,  that  the  mini fers,  in  a  conver- 

fation  wlich  they  had  lately  with  the  carl  oy*Erillol,  Embafjador 
Extraordinary  from  his  Britannic  Majefy,  cxprrjjed  their  con¬ 
cern  thei  cat,  and  declared -very  explicitly  to  Lis  Excellency,  that, 
ON  TJIp;  PART  OF  THEIR  CoURT,  THERE  WAS  NOT  THE 
LEAST  GROUND  FOR  ANY  SUCH  APPREHENSIONS,  AS 

THE  Catholic  King  HAD,  at  no  time,  been  more. 
INTENT  UPON  CULTIVATING  A  GOOD  CORRESPON¬ 
DENCE  WITH  ENGLAND,  than  in  the  present 

CONJUNCTURE. 

General  7>Ki7/,  in  relation  to  this,  declares,  p.  3S,  Ido  not 
remember  any  thing,  at  this  time,  more  ^  articular,  than  on  an  in¬ 
finite  number  cf  of  her  occafons ;  'neither  do  I  vyfclf  comprehend  tie 

M 


Ration,  fo  repeatedly  made,  of  a  defre  to  jnaintaln 
har7nony  a72d  fricTidf/ip^vith  England,  p.  29. 

I  believe  I  may  even  from  thefe  premifes  take 
it  as  proved  beyond  contradiction,  that  had 

come  to  a  final  refolution,  and  only  u^aited  for  fome 
favourable  events  to  throw  off  the  mafic  of  deceit 
and  treachery.  The  denouement  quickly  follow¬ 
ed,  though  probably  rather  fooner  than  Spam  her- 
felf  intended.  Lord  Brifiol  explains  the  true  rea- 
fons.  In  his  letter  of  Sept.  21,  which  was  receiv¬ 
ed  here  Odi.  16.  he  fays,  A  77tcjfe77ger  arrt-ved  at 
St.  Ildcphonfo  laf  nxeek,  nxith  the  ne^ivs  of  the  fafe 
arrival  of  the  Biota  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  p.  I  7.  In 
tlie  letter  of  Bov.  2.  Bvjo  foips  have  lately  arrived 
at  Cadiz,  ^evith  ve7y  extraordma^y  rich  cargoes  from 
the  Well  Indies  ;  so  that  all  the  wealth 

THAT  WAS  EXPECTED  PROM  SpANISH  AmERICA 

moti’ve  for  hcightcr.hg  this.  And  again,  p.  eg.  /  do  not  remem¬ 
ber  ha^irg  made  it  then  in  a  more  particular  manner  than  at  jnany 
other  times,  neither  do  I  comprehend  the  motives  for  their  making 
fuch  a  point  of  it.  The  motives  for  the  heightening  and  making 
j'uch  a  point  of  it,  are  well  nnderftood  at  London,  though  not  at 
Madrid.  Mr.  Pitt  does  not  feem  to  have  been  the  dupe  of  thefe 
j'oothing  declarations,  which  were  only  the  fame  lord  Erifolhz^ 
jufl:  before  given  from  M.  hrall,  in  his  letter  of  the  31ft  of 
Ili^  Catholic  Majeffs  difpoftion  and  proffions  had  in- 
•variahly  been  the  fame,  and  avere  ever  meant  to  cement  and  culti- 
r-aate  the  friendjhip  fo  happily  fubfifinr  between  our  two  Courts, 
p.  II.  Is  it  poilible  to  think  the  adminiftration  v/as  deceived  f 
or  did  diey  mean  to  deceive  the  public  I 
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IS  NOW  SAFE  IN  Old  SpAiN,p.  29.  And  again, 
p.  Elc-ven  large  JlAps  of  the  linet  7ionjj  lying  at 

Ferrol,  are  rigged,  manned,  and  ready  to  put  to  feci 
at  a  Jhort  n.varning,  together  nAjith  tavo  frigates,  one 
cf  njshich  is  hound  to  the  South  Seas,  ^aiith  cannon¬ 
ball,  ponxder,  and  ?nany  other  implements  of  avar. 
J5y  adnjices  from  Barcelona  I  hear  that  t-ivo  of  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  King  s  Jhips  of  ^.uar  failed  from  thence  the  end 
of  laf  jnenih,  nojith  tzvo  large  Jhips  under  their  con- 
ojoy,  loaded  -avith  7^00  barrels  cf  gun-po-uuder,  1300 
bofnb-Jhells,  300  chefs  of  arrns,  and  a  confderable 
quantity  of  cannon-balls  of  different  difficnjwns,  njjhicb 
cargo,  it  is  imagined,  is  defined  for  the  Spanidi  Wed: 
Indies.  Many  more  nxarlike  fores  are  ready  to  be 
fsipped  from  Catalonia.  Fl-ve  battalions  of  different 
regiments  of  infa?itry,  and i~cvo  jq-uadrens  of  dragoons, 
are  at  Cadiz,  axsaiting  their  fnal  orders  to  embark 
for  America.  This  corps  ?nakes  in  all  about  3600  men, 
p.  35.  Lord  Egremont  fays.  And  his  Majcfy  haoj- 
ing  after^^vards,  (that  is,  between  tlie  3  i  flof  Augif, 
and  the  28th  of  October,)  received  intelligence,  fcarcc 
admitthig  a  doubt,  of  troops  marching,  and  tj'  7nili- 
iary  preparations  making  in  all  the  ports  of  Spain, 
judged  that  his  dignity,  as  vccll  as  his  prudence, 
required  hi/n  to  order  his  Enibafador  at  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  by  a  difpatch  dated  the  20th  of  Oclobcr,  to 
dernand,  &c.  p.  48. 

General  Wall,  thus  prepared,  at  lad  comes  out 
of  Ms  intrenchments :  for  Spain  no  lonp-cr  found 

M  2 


\ 


(  1^4  ) 

lier  account  in  d}Jfe?nh!ing,  She  had  already  taken 
her  part,  and  the  old  tralHck  of  ^joords  and  focthing 
declarations  was  almoll  at  an  end.  On  Nov,  2, 
{eight  \  days  before  lord  Brijlol  received  the  very 
£ril;  difpatches  X  from  the  new  minillry  in  England,) 
His  lordlhip  writes  word  of  the  furpriftng  change  in 
General  Wallhf  difeourfe^  and  an  iinlooked  for  altera¬ 
tion  of  fe?iti?nents^  and  complains  of  the  haughty  lan¬ 
guage  novo  held  by  this  Court.  M.  Wall  declares 
ccndiiil  of  England  un-ivarrafitable,  for  his  Catholic 
Majefy  never  could  obtain  an  anfzver  to  any  memorial 
cr  -^aper — that  voe  voere  intoxicated  voith  our  fuccejfes 
—and  that  it  voas  evident  all  voe  a.imed  at  voas^  frf 
to  ruin  the  Ei'QTiQh.  pevoer  in  order  ??iore  eaf  ly  to  crujb 
Spain,  to  drive  all  the  Juljedis  of  the  Chrifian  Kingy 
not  only  fro7n  their  ifand-colcnies  in  the  ?iev'  voorldy 
hut  alfo  to  defrey  their  feveral forts  and  fcttlemcnts 
i- pen  the  cc/itinent  ^ North  Ameiica,  to  have  an  ea- 

*  This  letter  cannot  be  too  much  attended  to,  as  it  ftands 
irnmediately  connedled  with  the  Spanifb  paper  or  memorial  of 
the2Sth  of  Augt'Pj  is  explanatory  cf  the  real  purport  of  it, 
and  evidently  lays  the  foundation  of  the  rupture,  which  the 
new  miniftry  have  made  with  Spain. 

4  ‘The  tn  fen ger  AvAo win  dcVinjcvid  to  v:e  on  the  lodn  injiarty 
at  the  Ekurial,  the  honour  cf  your  lordphip's  difpatches  cf  the 
zZth  paji,  p.  36. 

The  new  miniftry  never  received  any  anfwer  to  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  thefe  firft  difpatches  of  the  28th  oi  OBohery  tJl  the  24th 
(f  December,  a  fortnight  after  th*  rupture.  Lord  B  if  cl"  Ict- 
^:r,  Dec.  ii.  p.  4r. 
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Jter  iajk  in  feizing  on  nil  the  Spanifli  ckrninions  in 
ihofe  parts,  thereby  to  fatisfy  the  ut^n''/}  of  cur  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  to  gratify  cur  unbounded  thirf  of  conquef’', 
and  afterwards,  that  he  njjculd  himfelf  be  the  man 
to  ad'uije  the  King  Spain,  f  nee  his  dominions  nx'cre 
to  be  o-uernjjhelmed,  at  leaf  to  ha-ve  them  feized  ^jsith 
arms  in  his  fubjehls  hands,  and  not  to  centinue  the  paf 
fue  njieiim  he  had  hitherto  appeared  to  he  in  the  eyes 
of  thenvorld,  p.  26.  Now  what  new  event,  on  the 
part  of  England,  f  nee  the  refignations,  had  hap^ 
pened  to  give  occafion  to  fuch  a  furious,  futile, 
and  menacing  declamation  ? '  Lord  Erifol  writes 
indeed,  p,  If  hat  had  occafoned  the  great  fer¬ 

mentation  during  that  period  at  this  Court,  the  effeds 
of  njjhich,  I  felt  from  General  Vi  all’ j  animated  aif 
courfe  at  the  Ejcurial,  nuas  the  notice  having,  about 
that  time,  reached  the  Catholic  King,  that  the  change 
nx/hich  had  happened  in  the  Englilh  admlnifraticn, 
n.'jas  relatiojc  to  meafures  propofed  to  be  taken  againft 
this  country:  But  furely,  almoU  in  Egremcnt\ 
own  words,  p.  32,  ufed  by  lord  Brifol\\\i\\{Ci^  to 
General  IVall,  the  notoriety  there  <ivas  that  e-very 
thing  in  the  Royal  Councils,  ^jhich  could  tend  toavards 
the  inicrj  apiicn  cf  a  friendly  intelligence  betaveen 
our  Courts  favhich  Ids  Majefy  ^vas  fo  folicitcus  to 
maintain)  had  alfo  been  a-voided,  p.  62,  with  the 
confequential  refignations,  mull:  have  produced  in 
found  argument  a  dircaiy  contrary  cffca; ;  where¬ 
as  the  notice  font  by  his  lordfiiip  of  the  Spanifij 
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preparations,  and  his  other  reafonings,  account 
very  fully  for  the  General’s  animation  at  that 
time. 

I  think  the  quedion  then  is  reduced  to  this  flrort 
point,  Does  not  the  'Ujar  n.vith  Spain,  e-ven  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  appear  to  ha've  been  unauoidahle  P  Mod  evi¬ 
dently  fo,  from  all  the  proofs  contained  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  and  even  from  what  is  given  us 
of  lord  BriJioPs  letters,  in  particular  that  of  Augujt 
3 1 ,  with  the  memorial  inclofed,  which  was  receiv¬ 
ed  here  Septefnber  1 1,  and  was,  to  be  fiire,  no  fmall 
part  of  the  ground,  on  which  lord  Tc7nplc\  and 
Pvdr.  P///’s  written  advice  of  Sept£?nber  i8  to  recall 
lord  BriJIcl,  was  founded.  Every  practice  of  the 
mod  civilized  dates,  every  formality  preferibed  by 
the  law  of  nations,  every  proceeding  which  the 
mod  fcrupulous  rules  of  good  faith,  could  require, 
might  have  been  obferved,  and  the  nobleft  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  expeditioudy  and  glorioudy  terminating 
both  a  French  and  a  Spanijh  war  been  feized,  which 
is  now  irrecoverably  lod.  Tlie  firmed  nerves  of 
Spain,  and  with  them  the  lad  hopes  of  France, 
might  foon  have  been  withered,  and  the  BritiJJ? 
empire  have  received  greater,  and  miore  impor¬ 
tant,  acquifitions,  than  any  it  yet  can  bead  from 
the  unparalleled,  and  dazzling  fuccedes,  even  of 
this  glorious  war. 

Whoever  confiders  the  fituation  of  Spain  (unpre¬ 
pared  as  die  was  at  the  time  the  written  advice  was 


(  6-) 

given  *")  with  refpe'il  to  her  ports,  her  flilps  of  wa: 
in  thofe  portj,  her  colonics,  her  commerce,  her 
own  as  well  as  the  riches  of  Frmice  on  board  he^ 
Ihips,  can  never  fufhciently  lament  the  lofs  of  an 
autumnal  campaign  f.  if  we  add  that  the  fleet  of 
England  was  a:  no  time  fo  formidable,  her  feamen 
never  fo  full  of  fpirit,  and  flufli’d  with  repeated 
vidlories,  in  Europe  only  upwards  of  140  Ihips  of 
war,  in  the  other  parts  of  the  world  above  100 
more,  we  mufl;  fink  in  amazement  at  our  fupinc- 
nefs  and  negledi  of  fo  critical  a  period,  after  fo  long 
tamenefs  under  injuries.  I  will  add  long  tanie7:efs 
under  injuries  ;  for  I  think  the  condu6l  of  Spai?:^ 
even  during  the  fix  years  negociation,  was  fo  grofsly 
partial  to  cur  profefled  enemies,  as  would  have 
jiiftified  any  overt  ads  on  the  fide  Englai:dy  from 

All  advices  concur  in  proving  that  the  ftate  of  Spain  was 
at  that  time  much  the  fame  as  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
in  17-^9.  Ehe  city  of  Manilla  might  be  ivdl  fuppofed  to  lave 
been  in  the  fame  defencelefs  condition  luith  all  the  other  Spanifli 
Jetflcnictus,  jvjl  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  near  :  That  is  to  /ky, 
their  fortif  cations  neglcFlcd^  and  in  many  places  decayed  j  their 
cannon  difmeunted,  or  ujelejs,  by  tic  mculdciing  of  their  carriages  } 
their  magaz.ir.es  y  nvhether  of  military  fores  or  provifon,  all  imp  ^ 
ty\  their  garrifons  unpaid,  and  ccnfiyucntl'i  thin,  ill-affcbrcd  and 
di  fpirit  cd',  and  the  Royal  eh  efts  in  Peru,  nvhcncc  alone  ail  thefe 
diforders  could  receive  their  redrefs,  drained  to  the  very  bottom. 
Anfon’s  Voyage,  quarto  edition  of  1748,  p.  3. 

t  Part  of  the  preparations  fince  made  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  may  be  feen  from  lord  Brifol'i  Tertimony,  p.  23.  of 
this  pamphlet, 
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every  principle  of  juP.ice  ;  but  motives  of  mode¬ 
ration  and  policy  redrained  us.  The  affair  of  the 
Aniigaliica?!  was  alone  of  fuch  magnitude  as  to  have 
called  for  reprifals  againft  a  Court,  wliich  avowed 
fuch  grofs  partiality  and  injuflice,  and  committed 
fuch  repeated  acls  of  the  highell  indignity.  Not 
the  lead:  fatisfa(5lion  was  cv^er  oiTered,  though  often 
demanded.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  followed  by 
many  flagrant  acls  of  notorious  violence.  It  is  a 
known  fa<^l,  that  both  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
eilablifh’d  cuflorns  of  all  maritime  dates,  have  been 
violated  by  Spahi  in  every  one  of  her  ports,  from 
a  declared  partiality  to  the  French.  They  were 
treated  almofl  as  natural-born  Spaniards.,  though 
the  Family  CcnipaSl  did  not  at  that  time  fubfifr,  and 
the  EnAiih  as  enemies,  though  called  friends,  to 
whom  the  King  of  Spain  was  ever  declaring  much 
cordiality  and  regard. 

Pvuinous  indeed  it  may  prove  for  this  country, 
that  the  admiaiilration,  which  for  fo  many  years 
has  continued  unanimous  in  carrying  on  the 
war  in  Germany,  unanimous  likewife  in  rejeding 
the  terms  of  peace  offered  by  France,  fhould  have 
differed  in  opinion  (if  indeed  they  did  fo)  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  glaring  duplicity,  and  hofiile  inten¬ 
tions,  of  the  Court  of  Spain  !  It  required,  alas  ! 
no  great  fcope  of  judgment,  nor  any  deep  faga- 
city,  to  difeover  the  real  -jiC'ivs,  p.  24.  of  Spain, 
and  that  the  war  with  that  power  was  inevitable. 


(  ^(^9  )• 

A  truth  which  moH;  plainly  appears  from  the  very 
papers  publllhed  to  conceal  it.  The  only  quehion 
moft  evidently  was,  whether  we  lliould  enter  into 
it  with  every  advantage  on  our  fide,  or  from  weak- 
nefs,  indecifion,  or  a  delufive  hope  at  bed:,  give 
to  our  determined  enemy  that  time  to  prepare, 
which  It  was  notorious  flic  wanted,  lofe  the  feafon 
for  aaion,  and  facrifice  to  the  Imbecility  of  a  few 
laft  n.>jords  three  mod  important  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  we  find  ourfelves  reduced  to  the 
necefiity  of  breaking  with  Spai?:,  exa-ftly  as  we 
ought  to  have  done  fo  long  before.  W  hoever  can 
now  pride  himfelf  in  the  procraftinating  ad-uice  he 
gave  to  his  fovereign,  may  he  enjoy  in  full  ludre 
that  eminent  glory  of  his  life  I  If  fuch  are  tht  glories ^ 
what  mud  the  difgraces  be  !  I  mean  not  to  draw  any 
uncandid  pifture  of  the  prefent  adminidration  ;  I 
am  forry  I  mud  fay  that  we  have  had  too  much  ex¬ 
perience  of  one  part  of  them,  and  too  little  of  the 
other,  to  be  very  fanguine.  Two  Secretaries  of 
State,  in  thefe  dangerous  times,  become  miniders 
by  infpiration  !  We  have  as  little  experience  of 
them,  as  they  have  of  bufinefs.  In  no  department 
of  the  date,  nor  in  parliament,  has  either  held  any 
rank  or  edimation.  But  thefe  defeas  will  be  am¬ 
ply  fupplied  by  the  indudry  and  experience  of  a 
laborious  gentleman,  who  has  long  paced  in  the  tram¬ 
mels  of  the  fate,  with  no  ambition  or  avarice  to  gra- 
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r[fy.  A  declaration  the  public  has  heard  repeat¬ 
edly  from  hijjifelf.  He  neitJier 

Amhiticiie  7?mla,  aut  argenti  pallet  ojtioyc. 

Hor. 

But  may  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  honour  of 
his  Majelly,  the  glory  of  the  nation,  and  the  im¬ 
portant  acquifitions  made  during  the  late  miniflry, 
be  fafe  in  their  hands  !  Their  hands  have  been 
hrengthen  d  in  every  manner  they  could  alK  or  vvilh  j 
and  no  oppofidon  has  been  made  to  them ;  unlefs 
it  is  call  d  oppohtion,  to  endeavour  to  preferve  the 
confidence  of  our  allies  once  boundlefs,  and  to 
keep  up  the  high  fpirit  of  the  nation  under  the 
enormous,  but  necefiary,  burthens  of  the  war. 

In  no  trul^  quarrel,  but  in  the  caiife  of 

our  allies,  the  Spanijh  marine  was  defiroyed  by  Sir 
Qeo}ge  Byng,  in  1718,  without  any  previous  decla- 
ra.tion  of  war.  V/e  were  not,  in  confequence  of 
that  ftep,  treated  in  tLuyops  as  an  uncivilized  na¬ 
tion,  fpurning  at  all  laws,  or  as  a  nefc  of  pirates  ; 
but  the  pdicy  and  fpirit  of  the  mcafure  was  uni- 
verfally  admired.  As  to  the  jufiice  of  fuch  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  I  determine  nothing  ;  I  leave  it  to  thofe 
fate  cafuifls  who  feized  the  French  Ihips  before  a 
declaration  of  war  ""y  The  intereft  of  Great  BrF 
/ainw^B  not  then  immediately  concerned,  as  in  the 


*  Vi^,  Mmolre  HifQri^ue,  No,  17,  Art.  is; 
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prefent  cafe,  but  our  allies  wifhed,  and  obtained, 
our  vigorous  and  elfeftual  fupport.  By  that  deci- 
five  exertion  of  our  ftrength,  the  conteft  between 
the  two  nations  was  in  efled  finifhed  almoft  as  foon 
as  begun.  The  impartial  public  will  judge  for 
themfelves,  how  great  the  probability  is,  that  the 
like  fuccefs  had  followed  meafures  equally  fpirit- 
ed,  preceded  hy  a  declaration  of  ^'ar ,  auhich  in  ibis  cafe 
had  been  founded  on  the  cleareft  principles  of  jiifice 

and  equity.  I  am  at  leak  certain  no  man  of  can¬ 
dour  could  have  cenfured  England  as  accelerating 

precipitately  a  njjar*^  long  refolvcd  by  Spam,  I 
muft  fay,  too  long  delayed  by  England.  I  rather 
fear  the  example  of  the  fpirit  of  the  late  meafures  ^ 
will  be  thought  to  be  already  forgot ;  and  as  thofc 
meafures  were  decried  as  too  bold  and  daring, 
more  feeble,  more  pufilanimous,  lefs  encouraging 
to  our  real  friends,  lefs  hoflile  to  our  enemies,  will 
be  found  to  be  adopted.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  lord 
Briflol  IS  ordered,  fo  early  as  July  to  come  to 
categorical  and  fatisfaHory  declarations  relati-vely  to 
the  fnal  intentions  of  <>^2ivc\.  Mr.  V'lXX  s  Icitcr,  p.  3* 
to  which  lord  Brijlol,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  never 
returns  either  a  cate c optical  or  satisfactory 
anfwcr.  ^I  he  ingenious  General  hV all,  through  the 
whole  negociation,  appears  referved  and  artful 


*  Vid.  the  De.claration  of  iVar  agdinfi  Spain,  Jan. 
J762. 

f  Vid,  lord  Egremonth  Uturi  p.  23, 
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at  leaft,  not  to  fay  full  of  M  !,ji  General 

^  zA  1  cphetly  He  had  no  orders  to  acquaint  me  nvith 
anymeafures  hut  anhat  he  had  formerly  communicated 
ft  me  ;  and  fgnified  his  not  being  at  liberty  to  fay  any 
more,  Nov.  2.  p.  27.  Ml  that  I  could',  aoith  diffi- 
cnlty,  extort  from  General c^^as,  that  his  Catho¬ 
lic  Majefiy  had  judged  it  expedient  to  reneav  his  fa- 
M I L Y  CO M pacts  ( ihofe  <tvere  the  exprefs  averds ) 
a.viih  the  Moft  Chrifnan  King—Here  the  SpaniHi  mi- 
7iijler  Jiopt  Jhort,  and,  as  if  he  had  gone  beyond  ndohat 
he  intended,  he /aid,  that  the  Count  de  Fuentes,  and 
M  Bully  had  declared  to  his  Majejlfs  7ninifters, 
all  that  nvas  ME  ant  /-o  be  communicated  to  them.  Nov. 
2.  p.  29.  Can  any  thing  be  imagined  more  con¬ 
temptuous,  or  more  infolent?  But  what  follows  is 
excellent  Spanifi  humour  ;  and  the  inimitable  /iV 
garth  QQM\(i  from  thefe  few  lines,  give  us  a  mod 
diverting  frontifpiece  to  the  papers,  if  adminidra- 
tion  did  not  feem  refolved  no  more  to  employ  men 
of  fuperior  parts  and  genius.  Lord  Briftol  fays,  I 
began  to  flatter  myjelfl  /  might  obtain  the  categorical 
anjni-er,^  I  avas  ordered to.demajid,  '-ucithoutthe^pdim^ 
minifleds/ujpcaing  my  ultimate  orders,  lyhen  lavas 
going  out  of  his  room,  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  /aid, 
nvith  ^  SMILE,  /..HOPED  ;  l>ut  there  he  Jl  opt.  / 
afled  him  avhat  /..hoped,  that  I  might  alfo  hove, 
and  that  all  7ntght  concur  in  the  flarne  hopes  :  but  his 
Excellency  only  then  boaved ,  and  took  his  lea-ve  of  me, 
p.  63.  General  lEall  is  too  much  of  a  Spaniard 


(  >73  ) 

ever  to  laugh ;  but  his  /miles  arc  very  fignificant. 
Lord  Brijicl  declares,  M.  Wall  e^er  a^ed  in  too  in¬ 
genuous  a  manner  for  7ne  to  fufpedt  the  leaf  duplicity  in 
his  conduSl^  p.  19.  Now  was  he  ever  inge?iuous 
and  frank  enough  to  communicate  to  lord  Bri/cl, 
the  lead  article  of  the  family  company  or  did  he 
ever  hint  that  fuch  a  thing  was  in  agitation  ? 
From  the  Catholic  King  s  'uery  particular  partiality  to- 
n^vards  Bridol,  p.  66.  1  fuppofe  M.  IKallwv.s 

ordered  to  fpare  his  lordOiIp  the  concern  fo  alarm¬ 
ing  a  treaty  mud  have  occafioned,  and  only,  from 
time  to  time,  to  ufe  the  foothlng  founds  of  friend- 
fnpy  honour,  cordiality,  affedion.  Sec.  Sec.  to fmilc, 
to  bone,  to  take  him  by  the  hand,  and  to — hope. 
Y'hat  ?  I  know  no  more  than  tlie  prefent  minidry. 

Lord  Briftol  feems  totally  uninformed  of  fo  im¬ 
portant  an  ad'air  as  the  farnily  coinpad,  till  long  af¬ 
ter  that  treaty  was  figned  and  ratified,  and  only  a 
few  days  *  before  lie  is  told  of  it  from  England. 
Odober  28,  lord  Egre^nont  writes  to  lord  Briftol : 
His  Majefty  cannot  imagine  that  the  Court  Spain 
fhould  think  it  unreafonable  to  deftre  a  comynunication 
of  the  treaty  acknowledged  to  ha'^)e  been  lately 
concluded  between  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and  Ver- 
fallles,  p.  21.  When  was  this  acknomoledgment 
made  ?  Surely  this  relates  to  the  rupture  with 
^pain  ?  Yet  not  a  line  of  this  intelligence  is  among 

the  papers  F 


*  Viuc  his  letter  of  Ho'v,  2. 
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By  this  time,  I  think  it  mufl  appear  how  much 
lord  BriJioU  though  pofiefTed  of  real  talents,  was 
deceived  by  the  Court  of  Spain  ;  a  Court  as  in(i- 
aious  as  that  of  France.  Let  me  next  remark,  how 
dexterous  the  new  niinidry  here  were  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  deceive  themfelves.  In  the  anfwer  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Count  de  Fue7itcs,  by  the  earl  Egre~ 
fnc7it,  Dec.  II,  it  is  faid,  The  Embafador  at  the 
Court  0/ Madrid,  by  a  difpatch  dated  the  z%th  of 
Odlober,  n.vas  ordered  to  de7}ia7id,  in  ter 7ns  the  7noJi 
meafured,  ho^euer,  and  the  7noft  amiable,  a  com?7iiL- 
nication  of  the  treaty  rece7iily  concluded  bet^veen  the 
Cou7’ts  0/ Madrid  and  V  erfailles,  or,  at  leaf,  of  the 
articles  nvhich  77iight  relate  to  the  nitereft  ^  Great 
Britain — a7id — to  c o n t e n t  h i m s e l f  w i t h  as- 
s-u RANGES,  hz  Cafe  the  Catholic  Ki7z^  offered  to  o-fue 
aizy,  that  the  Jaid  engagements  did  7ict  contain  any 
thing  that  ^jjas  contrary  to  the  friendfJdp  ^ivhich  fub- 
fifted  betujccn  the  tu,vo  cr ovens,  or  that  veas  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  fuppofng  that 
azzy  dijfculty  veas  made  cf  fic^tviizg  the  treaty,  p.  48. 
The  new  miniiiry  are  now  got  off  from  the  true 
ground,  which  was  the  memorial  of  Spanijh  alfairs 
njerbatim  fent  fro7n  Madrid,  and  the  letter  of  lord 
BrifloPs  of  Augiif  31,  with  the  enclofures  ;  and 
have  confined  their  view  to  the  fingle  point  of  the 
late  treaty,  or  the  family  coinpacf.  Every  thing  re¬ 
lative  to  the  final  intentio7is  of  Spam,  concerning 
which  lord  Brifol  is  ordered,  in  Mr.  Pitt\  letter. 
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fo  early  as  yuly  28,  to  cc?ne  to  categorical  and  fat  if- 
fadiory  declarations,  is  omitted  in  this  demand,  and 
lord  Briftol  is  ordered  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  new 
treaty.  This  I  agree  with  lord  Egre^nont  is  certainly 
no  equivocal  proof  of  dependance  on  the  good  faith  of 
the  Catholic  King,  in  Jheac'ing  hi?n  an  unbounded  cqk'^ 
fdence  in  fo  important  an  affair,  p.  49  :  How  m.eri- 
ted,  we  have  feen  from  what  pafTed  in  the  latter 
months  of  the  negociation  ;  and  in  all  probability 
flmuld  fee  more  glaringly,  if  the  negociation,  fincc 
the  accefiion  of  his  prefent  Catholic  Majeily,  were 
communicated  to  us.  From  that  unhounded  confidence 
the  new  miniftry  entirely  lod  fight  of  the  moll  of- 
fenfive  and  hoflile  matter  in  the  memorial  of  July 
25,  and  the  papers  of  Auguft  31,  attacking  the 
diffnitv  of  the  crown  ol  England  in  a  manner  fure’y 
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far  more  unbecoming  and  infoicnt  than  dnciX.  fpirit 
ofi  haughtinefis  and  dij'cerd,  nvhich,  fays  M.  lEalL 
didlated  that  inconfidcrate  fiep,  and  n.vhich,  for  the 
misfortune  of  mankind,  fill  reigns  fo  much  in  the  Bri- 
tiHi  government ,  vjhich  made  in  the  fa?ne  infant  the 
declaration  of  vuar,  and  attacked  the  King  of  Spain’j 
dignity,  p.  67.  It  is  plain  they  were  accommo¬ 
dating  thcmfelvcs  at  any  rate  tamely  to  become  the 
dupes  of  Spain;  lor  all  they  dcfircd,  by  the  dif- 
patch  of  the  28th  of  OBoher,  was  an  affurance  of 
the  innocence  of  the  treaty  in  quefion,  p.  23  ;  and 
they  pafTed  by  every  thing  elfe,  though  of  the  moll 
hollilc  tendency.  Confeious  of  this,  lord  Egre^ 


‘•x- 


(  ) 

7?icnt,  at  the  end  of  his  anfwer  to  the  Conde  de  Fu- 
entes,  December  31,  pleads  guilty  for  himfelf  and 
his  brother  minillers,  to  the  charge  that  may  be 
exiiibited  againll  them  of  an  intentionally  facile 
and  willing  credulity,  when  he  fays.  But  fortu¬ 
nately  the  terms  in  nAjhich  the  declaration  *  (Fuentes’s  J 
IS  conceiued^  fpare  us  the  regret  of  not  hauing  recci-v- 
ed  it  fooner  ;  for  it  appears,  at  Jirf  Jlght,  that  the 
anfwer  is  not  at  all  conformable  to  the  demand,  IV e 
^wanted  to  be  informed,  If  the  Court  ^Spain  intended 
to  join  the  French,  cur  enemies,  to  make  ^ar  on 
Great  Britain  ;  or  to  depart  from  their  neutrality? 
Whereas  the  anfwer  concerns  one  treaty  only,  (all  that 
was  afked  by  the  difp'atch  of  the  28th  of  Odober,) 
•-which  is  f aid  to  be  of  the  ifb  of  Auguh  ;  carefully 
a-uoiding  to  fay  the  leaf  ivord  that  could  explain,  in 
any  manner  the  intentions  of  Spain  tO'iwards  Great 
Britain,  or  the  further  engagements  they  may  ha-iee 
centraded  in  the  prefent  crifis.  In  the  difpatch  in¬ 
deed  of  lord  Egremont  to  lord  Brifol,  of  Noajember 
19,  in  anfwer  to  lord  BrifoFs  letter  of  November  2, 
p.  32,  the  new  minidry  amend  their  own  quehion, 
and  at  laft  demand  a  precise  and  categorical 
ANSWER  from  the  Court  of  Madrid,  r  el  at  Vue  to  their 
intention  awith  regard  to  Great  Britain  in  this  critical 
cenjundure brought  on  the  ruptureonthe  loth 

*  That  the  Jaid  treaty  h  only  a  convention  bet’ivecn  the  family  cf 
Bourbon,  'ivherein  there  is  nothing  that  has  the  leaf  relation  to  the 
prejent  ivar.  Fuentes'^  note  delivered  to  Icrd  Egremont,  Dec, 
25,  p.  46. 
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of  December,  and  is  precifely  what  was  direacd  by 
Mr.  Pitt  fo  early  as  July  28. 

I  cannot  pafs  by  that  other  part  of  lord  Egre- 
mont\  anfwer  delivered  to  the  Count  de  Fuentes, 

December  31?  Vviiicli  it  is  faid,  the  Emhc'.Jjddor  (ot 
England)  having  addrejjcd  himfelf  to  the  ?ninijicr  cf 
Spain  Jor  that  purpofe,  coidd  ctdy  draiv  fro7n  hif?t  a 
refuj'al,  to  give  a  fatisfaelory  answer  to  his  Majefiy  s 
JUST  REQUISITIONS  ivhich  he  had  accG7npanied 
<with  terms  that  breathed  nothing  hut  haughthicfs,  ami- 
mofity,  and  menace,  and  vshich  feemed  fo  firongly  to 
ojerify  the  fufpicions  of  the  unamicable  difpcftion  of  the 
Court  of  Spain,  p.  49,  without  obferving  that  tins 
cannot  pofiibly  be  the  real  date  of  the  fatd,  (tho 
his  lorddiip  but  a  few  lines  before  fays,  he  vdll 

confine  himfelf  to  faas,  avith  the  moft  fcrupulous  cx- 

aelnefs )  for  lord  Egremont  receives  no  anfvvcr  from 
lord  Brifiol  \  to  the  orders  to  make  the  jusr  re~ 

^  The  following  paragraph  of  lord  Briftol's  letter  of  Nov.  2, 
p.  25,  demonftrates  that  ihckjuji  rejuifitwris  were  not  made  in 
confcquence  of  any  orders  from  the  Court  of  England :  fucb 
Jlrong  reports  of  an  approaching  rupture  het^ueen  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  grounded  upon  feveral  authentic  aj'urances  I  had  re¬ 
ceived,  that  fome  agreement  had  been  jettled  and fgned  beoiicen 
their  Catholic  and  Mojl  Chrifian  Majejlies,  determinedme 

to  enquire  minutely  into  this  affair, 

f  It  is  remarked  in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid,  publifhed  by 
authority,  in  thefc  words  :  And  vohat  is  more  fngular,  is,  that 
they  attribute  the  lajl  endeavour,  which  they  orde,  ed  lord  Brlftol 
to  make,  and  which  caufed  the  rupture,  to  the  language  of  haugb- 
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^^TiSiTiONs  contained  in  his  two  diTpatches  (of  the 
^otji  of  Oc^obe?’,  and  i^tii  of  No'vember.y)  till  the 
24th  of  Decc7?iber,  a  fortnight  after  the  rupture, 
which  happened  on  the  loth.  p.  41,  and  43,  except 

animofity,  and  menace,  'with  nvh'ich  (according  to  them') 
cur  Court  anjkucred  to  the  civil  and  amicable  demand  that  mini- 
fer  made  in  confequence  (fay  they)  of  an  order  of  the  z%th  6/ Oc¬ 
tober.  Unfortunately  for  them.,  they  have  not  corftdered  that  in 
an  interval  from  the  z%tb  of  Oaober  to  the  ijl  or  zd  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  day  upon  nvhich  lord  V>n{\io\' s  laf  letter  arrived,  it  is 
impoffille  an  exprejs  can  came  from  London  to  Madrid,  return  to 
London  vith  an  anfzvcr  to  his  difpatch,  and  go  back  to  Madrid 
nvith  the  reply.  Gazette  de  Amfterdam  Du  Mardi  23  Fevrier 
1762.  De  r»'Iadrid  le  2  Fevrier  1762.  Par  le  meme  couner, 
qui  a  apporte  au  Roi  la  nouvelle  de  h  refoiution  prife  a  la  cour 
Britannique  de  nous  declarer  la  guerre,  Ic  Comte  de  Fuentes  a 
envoye  a  S.  M.  un  Memoire  remis  a  cet  Ambafladeur  avant  fon 
depart  de  Londres  par  le  Comte  d’Egremont,  Secretaire  d’Etat 
de  S.  M.  Brit:’nnique,  en  reponfe  a  la  declaration  que  le  Comte 
de  Fuentes  lui  avoit  donne  par  ecrit  quclques  jours  auparavant. 
Ces  deux  pieces  ont  ete  inferecs,  par  ordre  de  notre  cour,  dans 
la  Gazette  de  Pvladrid,  avec  les  obfen'ations  fuivantes  fur  le  me- 
moirc  delivre  p  r  le  Comte  d’Egremcnt. — Et  ce  qu  ily  a  de  plus 
fingulier,  e" efi  quils  attrihuent  la  derniere  tentative  quon  a  fait 
faire  au  lord  Brifol,  ct  qui  a  caufe'  la  rupture,  au  ton  de  hauteur, 
d'animefite',  ct  de  menace,  avec  lequcl  (felon  eux )  nctre  cour  a  re- 
pondu  aux  demandes  honne'tes  et  amiahles  que  ce  minifirc  ft  cn 
vertu  ( difent-ih)  d'un  ordre  du  z%  OBobre.  Malheurcufemcnt 
pour  eux,  Us  U  ont  point  fait  attention  que,  dans  un  intervalle  comne 
celui  dti  28  du  dit  ftiOiS  au  ler  au  2  de  Eecemhre,  lour  auoucl 
arriva  Ic  de<-nicr  courier  du  lord  Brifol,  il  eft  impoffhle  quen  ex¬ 
pires  vienne  de  Iror.dres  a  Madrid,  ret  our  ne  a  Londres  avec  Ja  re¬ 
ponfe  a  fa  de'j  eche,  et  reviemre  d  Madrid  avec  la  repUque, 
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what  I  will  now  Hat^,  which  is  far  from  contain¬ 
ing  the  repeated  and  the  7noJl  Jiinging  rcfufals  tc  give 
the  leaft  fatisfadiion^  p.  50.  Extrafl  from  lord  Brif- 
toPs  letter  to  the  earl  of  Egre?:iD7ii^  Nove7?iber  29, 
p.  37  :  It  Tiot  he  pojjihle  for  vie  to  re-difpatch  a 
7n2ffef7gcr  to  England  days^  notvjithfand- 

i'ng  viy  having  haa  another  long  coiifcrcncc  vuith  M. 
Wall,  at  which  1  entered  Tvinufely  into  every  argu- 
Tiient  fuggefled  to  7?ie  by  your  lordjhip.  Although  J 
dare  not  fatter  myfelf  with  haviiig  gained  any  ground 
upon  the  Spanifh  minifer,  yet  I  never  before  obfervea 
his  excellency  lifen  voith  greater  attciition  to  7ny  dif- 
courfe,  than  at  our  late  ineeting.  IVheii  he  anfwcrca 
me^  it  vjas  without  warmth  ;  when  he  applied  to  ;/;r, 
it  was  friendly  ;  and,  after  lo7ig  reafonings,  on  both 
fides,  we  parted  with  reciprocal  pretefaiions  to  each 
other  of  our  earnef  defre  to  continue  in  peace.  Gene¬ 
ral  Wall  alfo  proinifcd  7iic,  to  acqiiamt  his  Catholic 
Majefy  circuinf  anti  ally  with  what  had  pojfed  be¬ 
tween  us.  I  entreat  your  lord f  ip  not  to  think  rne  in- 
confequeiitial  in  what  I  relate :  It  is  7ny  du'y  to  men¬ 
tion  the  refult  of  each  interview  with  the  Spanifli  fe- 
cretary  rf  fate.  Atl  I  font  an  account  of  in  iny  letters 
of  the  zd  infant,  was  literally  what  had  happened 
at  that  time  ;  and  the  change  I  have  jif  hi /tied, 
when  1  laf  faw  M.  Wall,  is  equally  certain. 

I  will  obferve  but  upon  one  palfagc  mere,  and 
that  is  from  lord  EgremonPz  difpatcli  of  November 
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19,  becaufe  when  he  is  drove  to  the  neceiTity  of 
defending  the  proceedings  of  the  prefent  miniliry, 
he  gives  (what  pofTibly  was  not  his  objedl)  the  ful- 
lefl;  j unification  of  Mr.  Pitt.  As  to  the  ajjertion  oj' 
that  minijler  (M.  Wall)  “  That  his  Catholic  Ma- 
“  jelly  never  could  obtain  an  anfwer  from  the  Bri- 
“  tiJJj  minihry,  to  any  memorial  or  paper  that  was 
fent  from  Spain,  either  by  the  channel  of  the 
count  de  Fuentes,  or  through  your  hands,”  it 
njjould  he  a  ufelefs  condejcenfion  to  appeal  fo  repeatedly 
to  thofe  ample  materials  in  your  excellency^ s  pojfejjion, 
for  the  confutation  of  a  propoftion  fo  notorioufy  ground- 
Ifs,  that  it  fcarce  defernjes  a  ferious  anfiver.  Fhe 
language  M.  Wall  held,  relati'ue  to  the  late  negotia¬ 
tion  ’njjith  France,  as  nvell  as  axith  regard  to  our  a?n- 
bition  and  unbounded  thirfl  of  conquef,  as  it  ccnfjls 
of  mere  abufue  offer t ion,  nvithout  the  leaf  fse'-w  of 
argument,  defernjes  nothing  but  plain  contradidiion, 
p.  31. 

Before  I  quit  the  papers,  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
add,  that  I  fee  nothing  fo  alarming  in  the  war  with 
Spain,  had  it  been  entered  into  in  time,  and  were 
well  conduced.  I  have  read  the  hillories  of  both 
nations,  and  am  happy  to  agree  with  our  minihers 
that  experience  has  fsenun  that  nxhen  in  contra- 
didiion  to  the  cbojicus  principles  of  our  common  in- 
terefs,  that  harmony  has  been  unhappily  interrupted, 
Spain  has  ahvays  heeii  the  greatef  fuferer,  p.  21. 
Need  I  do  more  in  fupport  of  this  opinion  than 
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mention  the  late  war  againft  the  combined  forces 
of  France  and  Spain,  united  before  the  French  ma¬ 
rine  was  annihilated,  as  it  now  is  ;  and  at  a  pe¬ 
riod,  when  the  navy  of  England  had  not  reached  its 
prefent  greatnefs,  and  irrefiilible  fuperiority  ? 

The  evidence  to  be  drawn  from  thefe  imperfect 
and  mutilated  papers,  is  now  fully  and  fairly  da¬ 
ted.  I  call  them  imperfeci  and  ?nulilated^  becaufs 
they  have  ^'heir  commencement,  only  from  the  ve¬ 
ry  point,  when  the  long  negociation  between  Eng¬ 
land  Spain  being  become  hopclefs,  the  infolent 
attempt  was  made  by  the  two  branches  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon,  then  united,  to  force  on  his  ma- 
jefty  and  the  Englijh  nation,  the  conceffion  of  thofe 
inadmiflible  terms,  which  Spain  alone  defpaircd  of 
being  able  to  compel  us  to  grant.  An  attempt  of 
mfidious  perfidy,  which  at  once  proved  the  par¬ 
ticular  peace  betwixt  England  and  France  to  be 
hopclefs  and  impraaicable  ;  for  what  cefiions  to 
France  could  an  Englijh  adminidration  be  judified 
in  making,  while  die  declared  herfelf  eventually 
engaged  to  take  part  with  Spain  in  a  new  war  for 
SpaniJJ?  objeas,  totally  inadmilfiblc  ;  from  which 
proted  it  doth  not  appear  that  either  court  ever 
departed  ?  The  fpccious  and  falfe  appearances  of 
candour,  which  the  publication  of in  fuch  a 
date  is  meant  to  convey,  are  as  cafily  feen  through 
and  deteaed,  as  they  are  unfair  and  ungenerous. 

A  great  deal  of  \'cry  important  intelligence,  icla- 
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live  to  the  point  in  queftion,  is  plainly  vvltliheld. 
^  le  fnfptcioiis  anfing  from  the  fiippreliion  of  evi¬ 
dence  are,  jio  doubt,  in  the  opinion  of  govern- 
ment,  more  tolerable  than  the  conviaion  founded 
upon  full  proof.  Even  the  partictdars  of  the  «r- 
goaatwn  Kvith  France  are  ftill  fecreted  from  the 
puohc  as  far  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  our  gone ern- 
«!e>it ;  left,  among  other  good  reafons,  as  it  Hands 
naturally  conneaed  with  the  Spanifo,  they  might. 
If  confidered  together,  throw  too  ftriking  a  light 
on  the  whole.  The  infinite  importance  of  what  is 
uppreiled,  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine ;  but 
tne  papers  are  evidently  thus  partially  laid  before 
the  public  by  adminidration,  tojuftify,  ifpoffible, 
their  delay  :  with  what  fuccefs  the  public  will  de¬ 
termine.  As  to  the  wifdom  of  the  neoritten  ad-vice. 
It  nands  alieady  proved  by  the  event ;  but  before 
we  can  enter  fully  into  that  difpute  (if  there  can 
be  Hill  a  doubt)  all  the  materials,  all  the  evidence, 
both  from  paper  and  faSs,  on  which  that  advice 
was  founded,  ought,  in  common  juftice,  to  be 
hud  before  the  public.  From  what  we  already 
knotv  w'lth  certainty,  even  from  thzk  papers ,  as  to 

nvhat  Spain  had  already  done,  not  from  vshat  that 
court  might  further  intend  to  do  *,  I  cannot  but  own 
myfurprize,  that  there  fliould  hes  a  difference  of  o- 
ymion  nvith  regard  to  meafures  to  be  taken  caaint} 

_  *  Vide  a  letter  from  a  Right  Hon.  perfen  to  ™ 
city. 
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Spain,  ofthehigheft  importance  to  the  honour  of  the 
cronjjn,  and  to  the  ?ncjl  effential  national  interefts* . 
When  I  am  told  that  only  one  noble  Lord,  and  the  late 
I'ecretary  of  State,  of  the  moll  confidential  fervants 
of  the  crown,  concurred  in  an  opinion  fo  evident, 
fo  clearly  deduced  from  fuch  a  variety  of  proofs,  I 
cannot  but  imagine  that  there  mull  have  been  fome 
powerful  combination,  fome  underhand  intrigues, 
among  minillers  of  more  denominations  than  one, 
to  force  the  refignation  of  the  Right  Hon.  gentle¬ 
man.  He  mull  long  have  been  looked  upon  with 
an'  unfriendly  and  jealous  eye  by  minillers,  to 
whom  it  is  his  honour  that  he  was  lo  very  unlike  ; 
and  who,  though  real  unanimity  attended  it  in  the 
nation,  could  ill  brook  his  pollbiiing  in  fo  high  a 
degree,  (what  they  never  had  the  Icafc  lliare  or) 
the  confidence  of  a  difeerning  and  enlightened  peo¬ 
ple.  A  point  of  the  utmoll  confequcnce  to  every 
minifiry,  in  this  kingdom.  Tlie  glories  of  this 
gentleman’s  adminidration,  (that  is,  while  he  'ivas 
allo-uced  to  guide  f  the  menfurcs  ol  this  nation)  and 

*  Vide  a  letter  from  a  Right  Hon.  perfon  to  in  the 
city. 

•f-  If  one  minifter  on  refigmng  the  Jeah  may  not,  in  the  tiuc 

fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  fay  that  he  rcfigns,  in  order  not  to  re- 
tnain  rej'ponfihle  for  tneajurcs,  ’n.'bicb  he  'ivas  no  longer  allo’wcd  to 
guide  ill  his  own  department,  to  the  execution  ot  which  he 
muft  fet  his  hand;  what  an  idea  of  parllamen'.  and  of  the  con¬ 
ftitution  mud  an  other  have  entertained,  who  could,  jull  bc- 
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the  applaufcs  of  his  grateful  country,  have  given 
him  at  leaft  a  due  portion  of  e„^y,  which  is  a  ccr- 
lain  attendant  on  fplendid  inerit. 

Sure  fate  of  all,  beneath  whofe  rifmg  ray, 
h.ach  ftar  of  meaner  merit  fades  away  ! 
Opprefs’d  we  feel  the  beam  diredly  beat ; 
Thofe  Suns  of  Glory  pleafe  not  till  they  fet. 

Pope, 

That  only  two  refignations  have  accompanied  that 
of  the  late  fecretary,  is  no  farprize  to  me. 

js  fuis  Anglois,  je  dots  faire  le  bien 
De  mon  pays,  tnais  plus  encore  le  7nien, 

fays  Voltaire,  who  lived  a  good  while  in  this  coun- 
tj-y,  and  feems  to  know  it  pretty  well. 

From  thefe  few  and  fcanty  materials,  fo  fpa- 
ringly  dealt  out  to  the  public,  I  have  endeavoured 

fore  taking  the  feals,  write  the  following  circular  letter,  not 
yet  be-^jcrfijled,  or  be-noted  f 

S  I  R, 

The  King  has  declared  his  intention  to  make  me  fecre- 
tary  of  State,  and  I  (very  unworthy  as  I  fear  I  am  of  fuch 
an  undertaking)  jnujl  take  the  conduB  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
“  mans.  I  cannot  therefore  well  accept  the  office  till  after  the 
fiiil  day  s  debate,  vvnich  may  be  a  warm  one.  A  great  at- 
tendance  that  day  of  my  friends  will  be  of  the  greateft  con- 
fequence  to  m'y  future  fituaiion,  and  I  fhould  be  extremely 

happy,  if  you  would,  lor  that  reafon,  fiiew  yourfeif  amongll 
them,  to  the  great  honour  of, 
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to  ^ive  you  nil  the  futisfa^lion  in  my  power.  I 
could  poflibly  have  amufed  you  more,  but  I  have  all 
along  preferred  the  defire  of  informing  to  that  of 
entertaining  you.  Perhaps  you  had  been  better 
pleafed,  if  I  had  deviated  m.ore,  and  had  not  con¬ 
fined  myfelf  fo  ftriaiy  to  the  evidence  of  the  pa¬ 
pers,  and  to  faBs  which  will  not  be  denied. 

To  conclude,  let  me  add  to  hopes  not  very  fan- 
guine,  very  fincere  and  very  fervent  wilhes ;  May 
the  mefi  per feB  harmo7ty,  mutual  confideitcc,  and  una¬ 
nimity,  nsjhich,  \orA  Egremont,  0 Bober  2%,  fays,  p. 
23,  no^iv  reign  in  his  Majeftfs  councils,  for  the  fake 
of  the  public,  long  continue  !  may  the  expedition 
now  failed  to  the  Weft  Indies  prove,  by  fuccefs,  to 
have  been  timely  in  preparation,  adequate  in 
force,  to  the  objed,  whatever  it  may  be  !  may 
our  army  in  Germany  '*,  (imee  it  is  ftill  to  conti¬ 
nue  there,  though  Mr.  Pitt  is  retired,)  and  the 
Kin'^s  of  Pruftia  and  Portugal  find  that  example  has 
indeed  been  taken  of  the  fpirit  of  the  late  meafures  * , 
p.  23.  and  that  the  meafures  of  government  nvill  fuf- 
fer  no  relaxation,  p.  22.  from  feeble,  procraftinat- 
ing,  and  undecided  counfels,  founded  in  wcaknefs 

*  It  is  confidently  aflerted  in  honour  of  the  Secretary'  of 
State  of  the  Northern  department,  that  he  likirrvtfe  did  imme¬ 
diately  on  Mr.  Pitt’s  refignation  give  the  ftronged  afTaranccs  to 
the  German  allies,  that  the  refignation  of  that  minifier  wculd 
not  occafion  the  leaft  change  in  meafures,  except  only  that  they 
would  be  carried  on  with  redoubled  vigour. 
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and  duplicity.  And,  to  grace  the  whole,  may  the 
bell  dirpofed  prince,  that  has  at  any  time  fwayed 
the  fceptre  Alfred,  never  live  to  want  a  minifler 
as  able,  and  fuccefsful  as  Mr.  Pitt. 

I  am,  &c. 


the  following  papers, 

except  the  postscript, 
relate  to 

MR.  WILKES’S  ELECTION 
for  the  county  of  MIDDLESEX 

and  the 

Further  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  King’s-Dench. 
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Mf.  Wilkes  returned  to  England  a  Jhort  Time  be¬ 
fore  the  General  Ehaion  in  1768,  and  declared 
himfelf  a  Candidate  for  the  City  of  London  by 
th:  follcndjhig  Addrejs. 


Mr.  Wilkes’j  Addrefs  to  the  Liverymen  of  the  City 

of  London. 

Gentlemen,  and  Fellow  Citizens, 

IN  deference  to  the  opinion  of  fomc  very  re- 
fpeftable  friends,  I  prefume  to  offer  myfelf  a 
candidate  for  m.y  native  city  of  London,  at  the  en- 
fuing  general  ele6lion.  The  approbation  you  have 
been  pleafed  on  feveral  occafions  to  exprefs  of  my 
conduft,  induces  me  to  hope  that  the  addrefs  I  have 
now  the  honour  of  making  to  you,  will  not  be  un¬ 
favourably  received. 

The  chief  merit  with  you,  gentlemen,  I  know 
to  be  a  facred  love  of  liberty,  and  of  thofe  gene¬ 
rous  principles,  which  at  firft  gave,  and  have  fince 
fecured  to  this  nation,  the  great  charter  of  free¬ 
dom.  I  will  yield  to  none  of  my  countrymen  in 
this  noble  zeal,  which  has  always  chara^lerized 


(  190  ) 

Engli/hmen.  I  may  appeal  to  my  whole  condufl, 
both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  for  the  demonftra- 
tion  that  fuch  principles  are  deeply  rooted  in  my 
heart,  and  that  L  have  fieadily  piirlued  the  inte- 
refe  of  my  country,  without  regard  to  the  power¬ 
ful  enemies  I  created,  or  the  manifell  dangers  in 
which  1  mud  thence  nece.Tarily  be  involved,  and 
that  I  have  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a  good  fubjciif. 
The  two  important  queftions  of  public  liberty, 
refpedling  general  nmrranls  and  the  feiaure  ofpd- 
pers,  m.ay  perhaps  place  me  among  thofe  who  have 
deferved  well  of  mankind,  by  an  undaunted  firm- 
nefs,  perfeverance,  and  probity  :  thefe  are  the  vir¬ 
tues,  which  your  anceftors  never  failed  to  exert  in 
the  fame  national  caufe  of  liberty,  and  the  world 
will  fee  lenewed  in  their  defcendants  on  everv great 
call  of  freedom  and  cur  country. 

The  nacuie  and  dignity  of  the  truli:,  gentlemen, 
which  I  now  folicit,  itiike  me  very  forcibly.  I 
feel  thewarmcll  zeal  for  your  interefs,  and  af^c- 
tion  for  your  fervice.  I  am  confeious  how  unequal 
my  abilities  are,  yet  fidelity  and  integrity  fhall  in 
fome  meafure  compenfate  that  defcrency,  and  I 
will  endeavour  through  life,  to  merit  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  your  approbation  ;  the  moil:  precious  re¬ 
ward  to  which  I  aipire.  It  I  am  honoured  with  fo 
near  a  relation  to  you,  it  will  be  my  ambition  to 
be  ufeiul,  to  dedicate  myfelt  to  your  fervice,  and 
to  difeharge  with  fpirit  and  aiTiduity,  the  variciis 
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and  important  duties  of  the  diftinguifhcd  dation  in 
which  I  may  be  placed  by  the  favour  of  you,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  the  Livery  of  London. 

I  am  with  the  utmoft  refpecl:, 
Gentlemicn, 

Your  moll  faithful, 
and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes. 

London,  March  10,  1768. 

On  the  i6thof  March  the  elcftign  for  the  city 
of  London  came  on  at  Guildhall,  when  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  hands  was  declared  to  be  for  the  right  hon. 
the  lord  mayor,  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  William 
Beckford,.Efq;  and  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  the  IhcrifFs 
being  at  frll  doubtful,  whether  the  lord  mayor, 
Sir  Richard  Glyn,  Barlow  Trecothick,  Efq;  or 
John  Paterfon,  Efq;  had  the  greatell  lliew  of  hands, 
thofe  f.^ur  were  put  up  again  ;  when  the  majority 
appeared  to  be  in  favour  of  the  lord  mayor  ;  but  a 
poll  was  demanded  for  Sir  Richard  Glyn,  Barlow 
Trecothick,  Efq;  and  John  Paterfon,  Efq;  all  the 
candidates  appeared  on  the  hullings.  Previous  to 
the  nomination,  Mr.  Wilkes  made  the  following 
fpeech  to  the  livery  : 

“  Gentlemen, 

“  I  am  happy  to  f  nd  myfelf  once  more  amongR 
the  friends  and  patrons  of  liberty.  Thi^  day  makes 
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me  glorious  amends  for  the  rigour  of  a  long  unme¬ 
rited  exile ;  in  whicli  the  only  confolation  remain¬ 
ing  to  me  was,  that  from  my  fufferings  you  had  an 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  your  moll  invaluable 
rights  and  privileges :  fince  the  exertion  of  my 
frmnefs  in  an  important  moment,  no  minider  has 
once  oared  to  ilTue  a  general  njjarrant  againft  your 
persons,  or  to  lign  an  order  for  the  Jei%ure  of  your 
papers ;  and  I  truft  that  fuch  defpotifm  will  ne¬ 
ver  be  again  exercifed  over  the  free  fubjeds  of 
this  country. 

I  Hand  here,  gentlemen,  a  private  man,  un- 
conneded  with  the  great,  and  unfupported  by  any 
party.  I  have  no  fupport  but  you  :  I  willi  no  o- 
ther  fupport :  I  can  have  none  more  certain,  none 
more  honourable.  If  I  have  the  happinefs,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  of  being  returned  to  parliament  by  your 
favour,  I  lhall  be  ready  to  pay  the  greatell  defe¬ 
rence  to  the  fentiments  of  my  conftituents  on  every 
occafion,  and  lhall  dedicate  myfelf  to  their  fer- 
vice,  by  promoting  to  the  utmod  of  my  abili¬ 
ties  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  great  metro¬ 
polis,  by  which  alone  it  can  maintain  the  fird  rank 
it  now  enjoys,  and  I  hope,  with  its  liberties,  will 
ever  enjoy.’* 

Mr.  Wilkes  waited  on  the  Chamberlain,  at  his 
houfe,  on  the  evening  before  the  eledion,  and  took 
up  his  freedom  of  the  city,  and  livery  of  the 
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Joiners  company  :  and  the  next  morning  aHout 
nine  o’clock  went  to  Guildhall,  and  w^as  in  the 
council  chamber  fome  time  ;  from  whence  he  pro¬ 
ceeded,  with  the  red  of  the  candidates,  to  the  huf- 
tings,  and  was  received  by  the  people  with  loud 
acclamations,  wdiicn  were  repeated  as  foon  as  lie 
had  ended  his  addrefs  to  the  livery,  and  on  his 
beinp  returned  one  of  the  reprefentatives. 

O 

There  was  as  full  a  hall  as  ever  known  upon 
the  like  occafion. 

After  the  declaration  of  the  flieriffs,  that  the 
majority  of  hands  had  evidently  appeared  for  Sir 
Robert  Ladbroke,  William  Beckford,  Efq;  and 
John  Wilkes,  Efq;  and  upon  the  fecond  holding 
up  of  hands,  to  determine  w'hlch  of  the  other  can¬ 
didates  had  likewife  a  majority,  it  was  at  length 
declared  in  favour  of  the  lord  mayor.  Sir  Robert 
Ladbroke,  the  lord  mayor,  and  Mr.  Beckford, 
confulted  together  ;  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke  and  Mr. 
Beckford  were  of  opinion,  that  a  joint  addrefs 
fhould  be  made  to  the  livery,  as  ufual,  by  the  four 
candidates,  fo  nominated  and  returned  to  the  hall. 
This  was  refufed  by  the  lord  mayor.  —  Qiiere,  was 
the  reafon  of  this  refufal,  his  having  burnt  his  own 
fingers,  as  well  as  the  North  Briton,  No.  45,  or 
the  influence  of  his  minilterial  contract  for  the 
cloathing  feveral  regiments  f 


O 
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■  Tlie  following  is  the  ftate  of  the  poll  each  day.  ' 

Wed.  Th.  Fr.  Sat.  Mon.  Tu.  W.  Tota  . 
Rt.  Hon.  Tho.  FJarley  6.^  562  Sqo  566  660  591  ^96  3729 

Sir  Robert  Ladbrokc  -  81  363  796  565  647  583  443  3678 

Alderman  Beclcford  -  59  ^49  753  482  614  583  462  3402 

Alderman  Trccothick  60  446  62S  43S  478  514  393  2957 

Sir  Richard  Glyn  -  -  57  4-9  39^  534  435  366  2823 

John  Paterfon,  Elqj  -  59  3':>4.  400  274  299  244  189  1769 

John  Wilkes,  Elqj  -  26  143  253  154  257  213  198  1247 

At  the  conclufion,  which  was  on  Wednefday 
March  23,  Mr.  Wilkes  addrehed  the  livery  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“  Gentlemen  and  Fellow-Citizens, 

“  The  poll  being  now  hnifhed,  I  return  my  fin- 
cereh  thanks  to  thofe  difmterelled  and  independent 
friends,  who  have  as  lleadily  as  generouily  hood 
forth  in  my  favour.  The  want  of  fuccefs,  out  of 
our  power  to  command,  has  not  in  the  lead  aba¬ 
ted  my  zeal  for  your  fervice.  You  cannot  be  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  various  circumhances  which 
have  contributed  to  it.  My  friends  were  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  I  hiould  wait  the  dihblution  of  the  lah 
havihi  and  venal  parliament,  while  the  other  can¬ 
didates  had  been  for  many  months  foliciting  your 
intereh.  Miniilerial  influence,  alfihed  by  private 
malice,  has  been  exerted  in  the  moh  arbitrary  and 
unconhitutional  manner,  and  by  means  of  the  ba- 
feh  chicaneiy  and  opprefTion. 

“  But  though  difappointed,  I  am  notin  the  leaft 
difpirited  :  on  the  contrary,  I  rehefl  with  pride 


(  195  ) 

and  gratitude  on  the  many  inilanccs  of  regard  and 
aiTeclion  I  have  received  from  the  Livery  of  Lou¬ 
don. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  my  beft  acknowledgments 
to  the  fheriffs,  who  haf\'e  fhewn  the  utmoll  candour 
and  impartiality  during  the  eleOlion,  accompanied 
with  a  dignity  of  charadler  becoming  their  ilation 
in  this  great  metropolis. 

“  And  now,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  addrefs 
you  as  friends  to  liberty,  and  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex  ;  declaring  my  intention  of 
appearing  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent  you  in  par¬ 
liament,  and  dill  hoping,  by  your  means,  to  have 
the  honour  of  being  ufeful  to  you  in  the  Lritilh 
fen  ate. 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  Livery,  I  recommend  it  to 
you  in  the  drongeft  manner,  to  exert  yourfelves  to 
preferve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  this  great  city.” 

Next  day  the  following  advertifement  appeared: 

To  thenvorthy  Li'verynten  of  the  City  of  London. 

“  Gentlemen  and  Brother-Liverymen, 

“  The  honour  done  me  by  the  nomination  of  the 
common-hall,  though  ineffeclual  from  the  oppref- 
dve  means  made  ufe  of  during  the  poll,  calls  for 
my  fincered  and  warmed  acknowledgments.  I  am 
fenfible  that  I  had  the  hearts  of  many,  who  eould 
not  give  me  their  hands,  but  I  triid  from  the  fpi- 
xited  condud  of  thofe  liverymen  whofe  votes  were 

O  2 
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engaged  before  my  intention  was  known,  that  I 
fliall  be  honoured  on  any  future  occafion  with  both 
the  heart  and  hand  of  every  friend  of  liberty  and 
our  country. 

I  am, 

with  the  hncerell  attachment. 
Gentlemen, 

your  moll  obliged  humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes.’^ 

Wednefday  night,  March  23. 


The  following  is  Mr.  Wilkes’s  Addrefs  to  the 
Freeholders,  &c.  of  Middlefex,  publilhed  the 
fucceeding  day. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 

HAVING  ever  glorioudy  didinguilhed  your- 
felves  as  Englilhmen,  by  preventing  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  arbitrary  power,  defpifing  minifterial  in¬ 
fluence,  and  maintaining  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  free-born  fubjeds  in  a  land  of  liberty,  I  beg 
leave  to  offer  myfelf  a  candidate  to  reprefent  you 
in  the  enfuing  parliament,  and  to  give  you  the 
llrongell  affuranccs  that  I  fliall,  on  this  and  every 
other  occafion,  exert  that  inflexible  fteadinefs  and 
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undaunted  perfeverance,  in  the  beft  caufes,  which 
I  truft  have  hitherto  recommended  my  condiidlj 
and  will  ever  conftitute  the  moft  elTential  part  of 
my  character. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 
with  the  trucll  elleem  and  regard, 
your  mod  devoted, 

and  moll;  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Wednefday  night,  March  23.  John  Wilkes. 

On  Monday,  March  the  zSth,  the  election  came 
on  at  Brentford.  Mr.  Wilkes  went  privately  thi¬ 
ther  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  at  nine  o’clock 
next  morning  appeared  on  the  huttings,  which 
were  erected  in  the  middle  of  a  place  called  Brent¬ 
ford  Butts.  The  ficrilTs  came  about  ten  o’clock, 
but  the  other  candidates,  Sir  V/illiam  Beauchamp 
Prodor,  and  George  Cooke,  Efq;  did  not  appear 
till  pad  one. 

The  freeholders  were  frequently  impatient,  cal¬ 
ling  out  for  the  poll  ;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  as  often 
addreded  himfelf  to  the  public,  rcquclting  theif 
patience  until  the  appearance  of  all  the  candi¬ 
dates.  The  poll  books  were  opened  at  halt  pad 
one,  from  which  time  the  hooks  were  fully  em¬ 
ployed  until  near  five  o’clock,  wlicn  tnc  freehold¬ 
ers  dackened  :  and  at  lialf  an  hour  after  five,  no 
freeholders  odering  to  poll,  it  was  propoftA.  to 
clofe  the  books  at  fix  o’clccl:;  at  the  fame  time  the 

O  3 
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i^icrlfFs  Tent  to  Mr.  Cooke,  at  a  houfe  contiguous, 
for  his  concurrence j  no  anfwer  being  received, 
four  other  me/Tages  were  fent,  one  after  another, 
without  any  anfwer,  until  paft  fcven  o’clock, 
when  the  Iherilfs  were  informed  Mr.  Cooke  was 
gone  for  London.  The  IherifFs  then  went  round 
to  every  book,  and  finding  no  perfon  polling, 
made  a  proclamation  for  freeholders  to  come  and 
poll,  or  that  the  books  would  be  clofed.  After 
Wailing  feme  time,  and  three  feveral  proclama¬ 
tions,  w'lthout  any  freeholders  appearing  to  poll, 
the  books  were  fealed  up,  when  the  Iheriffs  adjour¬ 
ned  until  Tuefday  morning  at  nine  o’clock,  to  call 

up  the  books,  and  make  their  return  ;  when  the 
numbers  were,  for 

Mr.  Wilkes,  -  -  ---1292 

Mr.  Cooke,  327 

Sir  William  Beauchamp  Prodor,  807 
when  the  two  former  were  declared  duly  eledled. 

^  The  croud  was  greater  than  ever  known  on  the 
like  occafion,  yet  the  whole  poll  was  conduded 
with  the  greatefi;  regularity  and  order ;  there  was 
not  the  leafl  inlult  or  violence  offered  to  any  of 
the  eleftors  that  polled  for  either  party  ;  and  it  is 
very  remarkable,  that,  during  the  time  of  pollina, 
not  one^Treeholder  prefen t  was  in  the  leak  iiitcxL 
cated  with  liquor. 
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The  town  of  Brentford  was  Immediately  illu¬ 
minated  :  and  the  people,  on  their  retnrn  that 
evening  to  London,  obliged  the  inhabitants  ot 
London  and  Weftininfter  to  illuminate  alfo. 

It  being  late  in  the  evening,  and  moil  of  the 
families  retired  to  bed,  feveral  irregularities  were 
committed  by  the  mob,  fuch  as  broking  wm 
dows,  &c.  where  candles  were  not  immediate  y 
lighted,  particularly  at  the  Earl  of  Bute  s,  the 
Manfion  Iloufe,  &c.  however,  the  n«t  evening 
the  29th,  there  was  a  general  illumination  throug  1- 

out  London  and  Weaminfter. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Wilkes’s  addrefs  of  thanks 
on  being  elecded  and  declared  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Middlefex. 
to  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
Ccunti  of  Middlefex. 


Gentlemen, 

MOST  gratefully  fenfible  of  thofe  generous  and 
patriotic  principles  which  have  induced  you  to  deed, 
me  your  reprefentativc  in  parliament.  I  intreat  you 
to  accept  of  my  bell  endeavours  to  exprefs  the  joy 
which  infpires  me  on  fo  interefting,  fo  afleding 
an  occafion.  The  perfonal  regard  you  have  (hewn 

me,  indeed,  confers  on  me  an  obligation,  the  due 

fenfe  of  which  I  too  cordially  feel  to  find  words  to 
deferibc.  1  cannot,  however,  forbear  congratu¬ 
lating  you,  as  the  mod  dillinguilhcd  of  Lnglilh- 


inen,  on  the  honourable  proof  you  have  .riven  that 
thegenu.ne  fpirit  of  independency,  the^  true’ We 

fex  has  fo^r^  T  Middle- 

iiil!  J’  «"inent!y  confpicuous) 

jiH  wir^itntdwn-r;—^  it- 

dance,  while  they  ignontinioufy  tif^  Trod'lf 
power,  and  tamely  ftoop  to  the  yoke,  which  artful 

^ntilcrs  infidioudy  prepare,  and  arbitrarily  im- 
F‘-  You,  Gentlemen,  have  fnewn,  thaf  you 
are  neither  to  be  deceived  nor  enflaved. 

In  proving  yourfelves  enemies  to  minifterial 
perfecution,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom,  of 
the  whole  world  are  upon  you,  as  the  firft  and 

^nneif  defendms  of  public  liberty.  Happyth.alll 
tntUK  niyfelf,  :f,  fred  by  youre.xample,  the  efforts 
o  my  W?;meif  zeal  may  be  deemed  an  adequate 
return  for  the  favours  you  have  bellowed  on  me  • 
hut  however  inefficient  my  abilities,  my  will  to 
ferye  you  ts  unbounded  as  it  is  ttnalterable.  Engaged 
•IS  .aye  ong  been,  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  free¬ 
dom,  I  beg  you  toconfider  my  pall  condua  as  an 
earneft  ot  the  future,  and  to  look  on  me  as  a  man 
wnole  primary  views  will  ever  regard  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  lus  fellow-countrymen  in  general,  and 
vyhofe  fecondary  views  ffiall  be  attentively  fixed  on 
the  dignity,  advantage,  and  prefperity  of  the 
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connty  of  Middlefex.  Let  me  therefore  defire  of 
you,  gentlemen,  to  favour  me  from  time  to  time, 
with  fuch  inllrudtions  as  may  beft  enable  me  to  ac- 
complilh  thofe  ends ;  refting  affured  of  always  find¬ 
ing  me  devoted  to  your  fervice,  and  that  the  hap- 
piefi;  moments  of  my  life  will  be  thofe  in  which  I 
am  employed  in  maintaining  the  civil  and  religi- 
gious  rights  of  Englifhmen,  and  in  promoting  the 
interells  of  my  conflituents. 

I  am,  with  the  truefi;  refpeft. 

Gentlemen,  your  obliged, 

and  faithful  humble  fcrvant, 
Tuefday,  March  29.  John  Wilkes* 


^'he  fcllo'Uchig  is  a  genuine  Copy  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  Let-‘ 
ter  to  the  King^  ix'hicb  <iuas  delivered  by  his  Ser~ 
^ant  at  the  dlueen  s  Palace  on  tbe  t^th  of  March, 
1768. 

SIRE, 

I  BEG  thus  to  throw  myfelf  at  your  Majefly’s 
feet,  and  to  fupplicate  that  mercy  and  clemency 
which  fhinc  with  fuch  lulire,  among  your  many 
princely  virtues. 

Some  former  minillers,  whom  your  Majefly,  in 
condefeenfion  to  the  willies  of  your  people,  thought 
proper  to  remove,  employed  every  wicked  and  de¬ 
ceitful  art  to  opprefs  your  fubjccl,  and  to  revenge 
their  own  perfonal  caufe  on  me,  vvhom  they  ima- 
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gined  to  be  the  principal  author  of  bringing  to  the 
public  view  their  ignorance,  infufficiency  and  trea¬ 
chery  to  your  Majefty  and  to  the  nation. 

I  have  been  the  innocent,  but  unhappy  vi£lim 
of  their  revenge.  I  was  forced  by  their  injuftice 
and  violence  into  an  exile,  which  I  have  never 
ceafed  for  feveral  years  to  confider  as  the  moil  cruel 
oppreifion  ;  becaufe  I  no  longer  could  be  under  the 
benign  protedicn  of  your  Majedy,  in  the  land  of 
liberty. 

With  a  heart  full  of  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  your 
Majeily,  and  my  country,  I  implore.  Sire,  your 
clemency.  My  only  hopes  of  pardon  are  founded 
in  the  great  goodnefs  and  benevolence  of  your 
Majeily  ;  and  every  day  of  freedom  you  may  be 
graciouily  pleafed  to  permit  me  the  enjoyment  of 
in  my  dear  native  land,  ihall  give  proofs  of  my 
zeal  and  attachment  to  your  fervice. 

lam.  Sire, 

Your  Majeily’s  moil  obedient 
and  dutiful  fubjedl, 

March  4,  1768.  John  Wilkes. 


^he  followoing  is  a  Copy  of  Mr.  Wilkes’/  Letter  t§ 
Thomas  Nuthall,  Efq;  Solicitor  of  the  Treafury. 

SIR,  London,  March  22,  1768. 

I  T  AKE  the  liberty  of  acquainting  you,  that 
in  the  beginning  of  the  enfuing  term  I  ihall  pre- 
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rent  myfelf  to  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.  T  pledge 
my  honour  as  a  gentleman,  that  on  the  very  firft 
day  I  will  there  make  my  perfonal  appearance. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes. 


In  confequence  of  the  prornife  contained  in  the  aho've 
Letter^  Mr.  Wilkes  appeared  before  the  Court  of 
King  s  Bench.,  on  the  2Qth  of  April  1768,  the  firfi 
day  of  Term,  and  there  delivered  the  follonxiing 
Speech. 

My  Lords, 

ACCORDING  to  the  voluntary  promife  I 
made  to  the  public,  I  now  appear  before  this  fo- 
vereign  court  ol  jiiftice,  to  fubmit  myfelf  in  ever/ 
thins  to  the  lavvs  of  mv  country. 

'Fwo  verdicls  have  been  found  againfl  me.  One 
is  for  the  re-publication  of  the  North  Briton,  No. 
45,  the  other  for  the  publication  of  a  ludicrous 
poem. 

As  to  the  re-publication  of  that  number  of  the 
North  Briton,  1  cannot  yet  fee  that  there  is  the 
fmallcd  degree  of  guilt.  I  have  often  read  and 
examined  with  care  that  famous  paper.  I  know 
that  it  is  in  every  part  founded  on  the  flrong  evi¬ 
dence  of  fa^ls.  1  find  it  full  of  duty  and  refped 
to  the  perfon  of  the  king,  although  it  arraigns  ia 
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the  feverell  manner  the  conJua  of  hi's  Majefly’s 
then  miniflers,  and  brings  very  heavy  charges 
home  to  them.  1  am  perfuaded  they  were  well 
grounded,  becaufe  every  one  of  thofe  miniders  has 
fmce  been  removed.  No  one  indance  of  fallhood 
has  yet  been  pointed  out  in  that  pretended  libel, 
nor  was  the  word  /a//e  in  the  information  before 
this  court.  I  am  therefore  per fedly  eafy  under  ’ 
every  imputation  refpeding  a  paper,  in  which  truth 
has  guided  the  pen  of  the  writer,  whoever  he  was, 
in  every  dngle  line,  and  it  is  this  circuindance 
which  has  drav,n  on  me,  as  the  fuppofed  author, 
all  the  cruelties  of  miniderial  vengeance. 

As  to  the  other  charge  againd  me  for  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  a  poem,  which  has  given  jud  offence,  I 
will  affert  that  fuch  an  idea  never  entered  my  mind. 

I  bludi  again  at  the  recolleaiion  that  it  has  been  at 
any  time,  and  in  any  way,  brought  to  the  public 
eye,  and  drawn  from  tlie  obfcurity  in  which  it  re¬ 
mained  under  my  roof.  Twelve  copies  of  a  fmall 
part  of  it  had  been  printed  in  my  hcufe  at  my  own 
private  prefs.  I  had  carefully  locked  them  up, 
and  I  never  gave  one  to  the  mod  intimate  friend. 
Government,  after  the  affair  of  the  North  Briton, 
bribed  one  of  my  fervants  to  rob  me  of  the  copy, 
which  v.'as  produced  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  af¬ 
terwards  before  this  honourable  court.  Idle  na¬ 
tion  was  judly  offended,  but  not  with  me,  for  it 
was  evident  that  1  had  not  been  guilty  of  the  lead 
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cfFence  to  the  public.  I  pray  God  to  forgive,  as 
I  do,  the  jury,  who  have  found  me  guilty  of  pub- 
lifhing  a  poem  I  concealed  with  care,  and  which 
is  not  even  yet  publiihed,  if  any  precife  meaning 
can  be  affixed  to  any  word  in  our  language. 

But,  my  lords,  neither  of  the  two  verdids  could 
have  been  found  againft  me,  if  the  records  had  not 
been  materially  altered  without  my  confent,  and, 
as  I  am  informed,  contrary  to  law.  On  the  even¬ 
ing  only  before  the  two  trials,  lord  chicf-juftice 
Mansfield  caufed  the  records  to  be  altered  at  his 
own  houfe  againll  the  confent  of  my  folicitor,  and 
without  my  knowledge  ;  for  a  dangerous  illnefs, 
arifing  from  an  affair  of  honour,  detained  me  at 
that  time  abroad  *.  The  alterations  were  of  the 

*  The  fa£l  refpeffing  the  alteration  of  the  record  in  the  cafe 
of  the  North  Briton  is  ftated  in  the  following  manner  in  the 
of  the  Minority^  page  265.  “  When  this  caufe  ftood 

ready  for  trial,  Francis  Barlow  of  the  crown-office  received  di- 
reftions  from  Mr.  Wallace  or  Mr.  Webb,  to  apply  to  a  judge 
to  get  the  information  againft  Mr.  Wilkes  amended,  by  ftrik- 
ing  out  the  word  purport f  and  inferting  in  its  ftead,  the  word 
tenor.'*''  Upon  which  Barlow  applied  to  lord  Mansfield,  and 
obtained  a  fummons  to  fhew  caufe  why  it  fhould  not  be  fo  a- 
•mendedj  and  Mr.  Philli-ps,  Mr.  Wilkes’s  folicitor,  attended 
lord  Mansfield,  at  his  houfe  in  Bloomffiury  fquare,  on  Mon¬ 
day  the  20th  of  February  1764,  (which  was  the  day  before 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  trial)  in  confequence  of  that  fummons.  Lord 
Mansfield  afked  him,  what  objeflions  he  had  to  fuch  an  a- 
mendment  ?  he  anfwcred,  that  he  could  not  confent :  upon 
v/hich  lord  Mansfield  faid,  he  did  not  ajfk  his  confent,  but 
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HtmoH:  importance,  and  I  was  in  confequence  tried 
the  very  next  day  on  two  new  charges,  of  which  I 
could  know  nothing.  I  will  venture  to  declare  this 
proceeding  unconftitutional.  I  am  advifed  that  it 
is  illegal,  and  that  it  renders  both  the  verdifts  ab- 
folutely  void. 

I  have  hood  forth,  my  lords,  in  fupport  of  the 
laws  againft  the  arbitrary  afts  of  minifiers.  This 
court  of  judicc,  in  a  folemn  appeal  refpedding 

Warrants^  Ihewed  their  fenfe  of  rny  conduft. 
I  lhall  continue  to  reverence  the  wife  and  mild  fyf- 
tem  of  Englifh  laws,  and  this  excellent  conditu- 
on.  I  have  been  much  raifreprefented  ;  but  under 
every  fpecies  of  perfecution,  I  will  remain  firm  and 
friendly  to  the  monarchy,  dutiful  and  affedionate 
to  the  illudrious  prince  who  wears  the  crown,  and 
to  the  whole  Brunfwick  line. 

As  to  all  nice,  intricate  points  of  law,  I  am  fen- 
fible  how  narrow  and  circumferibed  my  ideas  are  • 
but  I  have  experienced  the  deep  knowledge,  and 
great  abilities  of  my  counfel.  With  them  I  red 
the  legal  part  of  my  defence,  fubmitting  every 
point  to  the  judgment  of  this  honourable  court, 
and  to  the  laws  of  England.” 

wanted  to  know  what  were  his  objeiBons  5  and  alked,  if  it  was 
not  ufual  to  amend  informations,  or  to  that  effedt.  Then  hav¬ 
ing  read  fome  precedents,  out  of  a  book  which  his  lordfliip  had 
In  his  hand,  he  made  a  written  order  to  amend  the  faid  infor¬ 
mation  in  the  manner  applied  for,” 
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When  Mr.  Wilkes  had  finilhed  his  fpecch,  Mr. 
Attorney-General  moved  for  his  immediate  com¬ 
mitment  on  the  outlawry.  He  was  anfwcred  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Glyn,  Mr.  Recorder  of  London,  Mr. 
Mansfield,  and  Mr.  Davenport,  fucccffively,  who 
all  moved  the  court  for  a  writ  of  error,  which  Mr. 
Attorney-General,  on  being  applied  to  laft  Satur¬ 
day,  had  refufed  to  grant.  They  fpecified  feveral 
particulars  in  which  the  procefs  of  outlawry  was 
erroneous,  as  fufficient  grounds  for  the  motion, 
and  oft'ered  to  give  any  bail  for  Mr.  Wilkes’s  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  court  then  proceeded  to  give  their 
opinions  feriatim.  Lord  Mansfield  fpoke  long  and 
forcibly  on  the  impropriety  of  the  procedure  on 
both  Tides  ;  obferving  that  the  Attorney-General 
could  not,  with  the  lead  appearance  of  reafon  or 
law,  move  for  the  commitment  of  a  perfon  who 
was  not  legally  in  court ;  nor  had  the  council  for 
the  defendant  any  better  plea  for  their  motion  in 
favour  of  a  man  who  appeared  gratis  before  them  : 
he  added,  that  had  Mr.  Wilkes  been  brought  thi¬ 
ther  by  a  writ  of  Capias  nt  legatiun^  the  motion 
might  then  have  been  made  with  propriety,  and 
the  court  might  then  have  exerted,  had  they  pleaf- 
ed,  their  diferetionary  power  in  accepting  or  re- 
fufing  his  bail.  His  lordfliip  further  exprefied  him- 
felf  very  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
plaining  his  fentiments  publickly,  before  fo  large 
an  audience,  with  regard  to  the  charge  brought 
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figainft  him  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  of  granting  an  order 
for  the  amendment  in  the  information  againft  him, 
in  fublHtuting  the  word  inftead  of  purport ; 
declaring  repeatedly,  that  he  thought  himfelf 
bound  in  duty  to  grant  it ;  that  he  conceived 
it  to  be  the  uniform  pradice  of  all  the  judges  to 
grant  fuch  amendments ;  that  he  had  himfelf 
frequently  repeated  the  fame  pradice  in  other 
caufes,  without  the  lead-  objedion  being  ever  of¬ 
fered  againd  it.  The  red  of  the  judges  agreed 
with  the  Chief  Judice  in  opinion,  that  as  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  not  legally  before  the  court,  no  pro¬ 
ceedings  could  be  had  upon  his  cafe  ;  Mr.  Judice 
Willes  particularly  remarking,  That  the  officers 
of  the  crown  had  no  right  to  throw  upon  that  court 
the  bufinefs  of  committing  Mr.  Wilkes  upon  his 
gratis  appearance,  out  of  the  common  cotirfe  of 
law,  when  they  might  have  brought  him  before  it 
legally  by  a  w’rit  of  Capias  ut  iegatmn,  which  it 
would  have  been  very  eafy  to  execute,  fince  he  had 
notorioudy  appeared  in  public  for  feveral  weeks 
pad  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  the  Attorney-General  might 
have  made  his  motion  with  propriety.” 

It  ought  not  to  pafs  unnoticed,  that  Mr.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Mr.  Wilkes’s  folicitor,  applied  to  the  At¬ 
torney-General  for  his  fiat  to  obtain  a  writ  of  error 
againd.  Mr.  W^ilkes’s  outlawry;  which  Mr.  Attor¬ 
ney  at  fird  promifed  to  grant,  but  afterwards  re- 
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fafed  ; — upon  what  pretence,  or  by  what  order, 
has  not  tranfpired. 

Wedminfcer-rlal],  and  all  the  places  near  it, 
were  very  full  of  people  of  all  ranks,  who  alfcm- 
bled  in  great  crowds  ;  but  behaved  in  a  very  peace¬ 
able  and  orderly  manner.  Net  the  lead  indeco¬ 
rum,  or  infult  was  offered  to  any  ;  though  an  idle 
tale  was  artfully  and  indudrioufly  propagated  du¬ 
ring  feveral  of  the  preceding  days,  by  the  fpics  and 

other  runners  of  the  m - y,  that  great  riots  and 

tumults  would  certainly  happen.  'riiis  report, 
and  that  was  all  the  reafon  that  can  be  afligned, 
induced  the  ma?idrates  of  Middlcfex,  Wedminller, 

O 

&c.  to  order  out  all  the  conllables  to  patrole  the 
dreets  ;  and  the  minidry  not  chudng  to  be  be- 
hind-hand  in  countenancing  that  falfe  rumour, 
(though  they,  or  their  friends,  were  the  fird  and 
only  inventors  of  it)  direfted  the  wjIoIc  military 
force  in  and  about  London  and  Wedminder,  to  be 
in  rcadinefs  on  that  day.  Two  battalions  of  the 
guards  were  kept  under  arms  in  St.  James’s  Park, 
others  were  ready  in  St.  George’s  Fields,  and  thofe 
at  St.  James’s,  the  Savoy,  Tow'cr,  Sec.  had  tlie 
proper  orders  in  cafe  they  dioiild  be  wanted,  with, 
feveral  troops  of  horfe.  And  it  has  been  alfcrtcd 
'that  the  men  were  furniflicd  with  fixtccn  rounds  of 
ammunition. — d'he  complexion  of  the  court,  and 
the  dlfpofitlon  of  the  Favourite,  are  now  fo  obvi¬ 
ous  and  well  known,  as  to  render  any  comment 
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iinncccvTary  on  tins  very  extraordinary  and  moH 
alarming  military  preparation. 

On  the  aytli  at  noon,  Mr.  Wilkes  Tent  to  the 
Iherlff’s  olHcer,  Adr.  Piill,  to  deiire  him  to  con^e  to 
his  lodgings  and  execute  the  Capias  ut  Itgatum^ 
\vhich  had  been  ihacd :  Mr.  Hill  accordingly  at¬ 
tended  and  ferved  the  capias  on  Adr.  Wilkes ;  foon 
after  Adr.  Wilkes  went  with  very  refpeflable  bail 
to  the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  where  the  caufe  was 
Ibntj  ai'G^ued  by  the  counfel.  Writs  of  error  were 
now,  after  a  week’s  delay,  admitted  by  the  At- 
tbrncy-General  and  ordered  by  the  court.  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  counfel  infified  on  his  being  admitted  to 
bail ;  which  they  offered  unexceptionable  and  to 
any  amount.  The  court  acknowledged  that  they 
liad  a  difcrctionary  power  to  admit  him  to  bail, 
with  the  confent  of  the  profecutor.  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  as  profeciilor  for  the  crown,  refufed  that 
confent,  and  hdr.  V\dlkes  was  committed  to  the 
cuhody  of  the  Marffal  of  the  King’s  Bench  prifon. 
Mr.  Wilkes  then  followTd  the  Marlhal  info  a  pri¬ 
vate  room,  and  from  thence  attended  him  and  his 
two  affiflants  to  a  Hackney  coach  to  be  conveyed 
to  Prifon.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Horne  only  was  permit¬ 
ted  to  yo  with  Adr.  Wilkes.  Soon  after  the  coach 

o 

drove  off  the  people  ran  together,  and  on  Well- 
minher-Bridge  took  the  horfes  off,  turned  the 
coach  round,  and  then  drew  it  themfelVes  quite 
through  the  city  to  the  Three-Tuns  in  Spital- 
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ifields.  Mr.  Wi]k:s  often  defircd  them  to  depart 
quietly,  but  in  vain,  and  they  forced  out  of  the 
'coacli  the  Mardial  and  his  two  aiiiftants,  Icavung 
only  Mr.  Horne  with  Mr.  Wilkes.  In  their  way 
through  the  city,  they  frequently  afked  Mr.  Wilkes 
where  he  chofe  to  go.  He  anfwercd  to  the  King’s 
Bench  prifon,  where  the  laws  of  his  country  lent 
him.  Afterwards,  at  the  requell  of  tlic  Mardial, 
he  defired  them  to  ftop  at  the  Devil-Tavern,  'rcin- 
ple-Bar;  but  they  would  not  comply.  As  foon  as 
Mr.  Wdlkes  came  to  the  Three-Tuns  in  Spitr.l- 
helds,  he  again  defircd  the  people  to  difperfe  ;  and 
as  foon  as  he  could,  left  the  houfe  privately,  by  a 
back  way,  difguifed,  and  came  voluntari  y,  and 
furrendered  himfelf  to  the  prifon  of  the  King’s 

Bench. 


A  Letter  frem  Mr.  Wilkes  to  his  Attorney. 

King  s  Bench  Prijony  Pridcij'y  April  2^. 

SIR, 

THE  V/rits  of  Error  y  in  the  cafe  of  my  Out-la-ii'- 
ty'y  being  now  allowed,  1  delire  you  to  examine 
carefully  into  the  date  of  the  proceedings,  in  the 
uftion  I  brought  live  years  ago,  againft  Lord  Ha¬ 
lifax,  for  having  dared  to  iffuc  a  General  Warrant. 
I  think  that  adion  was  fufpended  folely  by  his 

iorddiip’s  plea,  that  1  was  out-la-iveA  1  hope  to 
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live  to  hear  an  Engliili  Jury,  by  a  formal  verdi(?t, 
condemn  a  Secretary  of  State,  who  violated  the 
f rd  right  of  this  free  nation,  the  perfonal  liberty 
of  our  countrymen,  in  tlie  mofl  outracreous  and 
illegal  manner.  1  therefore  beg  you  to  Icfe  no 
time  in  laying  before  my  Counfel  every  thing  pro¬ 
per  for  the  profecution  of  this  public  caufe,  which 
no  confideration  lhall  make  me  decline  or  delay. 

I  thank  you.  Sir,  for  the  daily  proofs  you  give 
me  of  activity  and  zeal  in  the  couri'e  of  this  great 
bufinels,  and  defire  you  to  believe  me  ever 

Your  obliged  humble  fervant. 

To  Mr.  Reynolds,  John  Wilkes^ 

Attorney  at  Law,  Lime-hreet. 


The  fcllon.vi):g  is  an  exaSi  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Ekaors  of  Aylefoury  to  each  of  their  Pveprefentaii-ves, 

S  IR, 

FULLY  perfuaded  that  the  clemicncy  of  the  bed 
of  princes  will,  if  necedary,  be  at  length  exerted 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  we  hope,  that,  Ihould 
an  attempt  be  miade  to  deprive  him  of  his  feat  in 
parliament,  you  will,  from  your  connection  with 
us,  who  arc  fincere  in  our  friendfhip  for  him,  pre¬ 
fer  lenity  ;  and,  from  your  regard  to  the  publick, 
judice  to  his  condituents,  before  rigour  and  feve- 


I 
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rity;  and  ufe  your  utmod  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  fuccefs  of  fiich  a  meafure.  We  are  Sir, 


Aylejhury^  April  30. 

Edward  Terry, 
William  Hickman 
John  Dell, 

Dev.  Dagnall,  jun. 
Richard  Terry, 
John  Smith, 

Jofeph  G  imes, 

Thomas  Kirby, 

#  ' 

John  Perkins, 

John  Brett, 

Daniel  Lathwell, 
John  Turvey, 
Francis  Flowfe, 
Fienry  RuiTell, 
John  Predon, 
Robert  Neale, 

John  Burnham, 


Your  mod  humble  fervants 

John  Stephens, 
William  Pugh, 
Benjamin  Bates, 

John  Plomer, 

Rod.  Flobbes, 

Thomas  Hill, 

John  Hill, 

William  Brooke, 

John  RufTell, 

Thomas  Smith, 

E.  Price, 

John  Woodcock, 

H.  Stone, 

Robert  Patten, 

Robert  Jemmet, 
Fjancis  Neale, 

Hen.  Shcrife. 


Direfled  to  John  Durand,  Efq;  and  the  fame  to 
Anthony  Bacon,  Efu; 


A  Letter  from  Mr.  Diderot  to  John  'Wilkes, 
SIR,  Paris,  April  2,  176S. 

T  Received,  with  the  greated  pleafure,  the  news 
of  your  eleflion.  I  happened  to  be  with  the 
-prefident  — when  vour  letter  was  delivered 

3 
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to  me  :  it  was  immediately  read  ;  and  the  whole 
company,  which  was  very  numerous,  was  over¬ 
joyed  at  your  fuccefs.  Your  focial  virtues  will,  at 
all  times,  and  in  ail  places,  render  your  memo¬ 
ry  dear  and  precious  to  your  friends ;  and  the  juf- 
tice,  which  has  been  done  you  in  fo  public  and  di- 
ftinguifhed  a  manner,  indemnifies  you  fufhciently 
for  the  hardfhips  of  your  exile.  How  pleafing  it 
is  to  reign  in  the  hearts  of  men  !  you  reign  in  thofe 
of  your  fellow-citizens ;  you  deferve  to  reign  in 
them  :  you  have  fupported  their  rights ;  and  ge¬ 
nuine  fons  of  freedom,  as  they  are,  they  have 
crowned  with  applaufe,  the  cliampion  of  their  li¬ 
berties. 

The  uncommon  unanimity  with  which  the  elec¬ 
tors  voted  in  your  favour,  is  an  uncontefiable 
proof  of  their  impartiality.  I'he  bribery,  corrup¬ 
tion,  and  underhand  arts,  which  are  fo  frequent 
in  al  moll  all  .eleflions,  had  no  place  in  yours  :  the 
love  of  liberty  fired  every  breafl,  and  procured 
you  the  fulFrage  of  the  independent  ele£lors.  And 
I  doubt  not  but  you  might  have  been  chofen  for 
London  itfelf,  where  the  dif'erent  intereds  arifing 
from  trade  fet  fo  many  fccrct  fprings  in  motion,  had 
the  eleftors  been  as  free  in  Guildhall,  as  they  are 
intereded  in  their  commerce  :  but  intered,  you 
know,  governs  the  world. 

Your  quiet  and  peaceable  demeanor  does  you  in- 
dnite  honour ;  and  your  generous  and  patriotic 


- - 


(  215  ) 

principles  will  render  your  name  imniorpl.  You 
quitted  Paris,  that  agreeable  retreat,  where  your 
amiable  and  gcntleman-like  behaviour  hath  gained 
you  fo  many  iriends ;  and  notwithflanding  all  tlic 
anuilements  which  we  endeavoured  to  procure  for 
you,  in  order  to  render  your  ilay  the  inoic  agree¬ 
able,  you  overlooked  all  dangers,  and  Hew  to  lup- 


pert  the  rights  of  your  country.  Ccriolanus  me¬ 
ditated  the  ruin  of  his  ;  and  under  pretext  of  fe- 
curing  her  liberties,  propoied  Ihe  Ihould  receive 
the  galling  yoke  of  flavery,  after  having  demolilh- 
ed  her  walls.  Aduated  by  a  motive  iniinitely  more 
noble,  you  go  to  yours  in  the  chara'tler  ol  a  peace¬ 
maker  ;  and,  as  a  reward  of  all  that  you  have  ful- 
ferci  for  her  fake,  you  atk  nothing  but  tl;e  power 
of  beint^  further  ferviceable  to  her.  in  the  fame 
inllant  London  opens  to  you  her  gates,  and  the  ci¬ 
tizens  their  hearts  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  e- 
ledors,  refirained  or  intimidated  by  the  powerful 
influence  of  the  other  candidates,  durii  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  give  you  their  votes.  The  independent 
and  famous  county  of  Middlcfex,  however,  has 
indemnified  you  for  the  fecrct  machinations  of 
the  one,  and  the  bafe  pufilanimity  of  tlie  other. 
Europe  will  be  furprized  at  your  patriotifm  and 
your  fuccefs  ;  or  rather  Europe  will  admire  the 
one,  and  rejoice  at  tlie  other.  I  am  the  flrft  to 
felicitate  you  on  the  occafion,  and  to  join  my  con¬ 
gratulations  to  thofe  of  all  the  friends  of  the  lui- 
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man  rice,  which  was  certainly  never  intended  to 
wear  fetters.  The  auguft  fenate  of  Great-Britain 
will  fill  count  a  Wilkes  among  its  mof;  illuitrious 
members  ;  and  the  liberty  of  your  country  will  hill 
hud  in  you  a  generous  defender  of  its  rights  and 
privileges.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greatch  fincerity, 

Diderot. 


^0  the  Gcntlc7/icn,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 

y  N  fupport  of  the  liberties  of  this  country  againft 
the  arbitrary  rule  of  minihers,  I  was  before 
committed  to  the  Tonver,  and  am  now  fentenced  to 
this  Frifon.  Steadinefs  with,  I  hope,  hrength  of 
mind,  do  net  however  leave  me  ;  for  the  fame  con- 
lolation  follows  me  liere,  the  confeioufnefs  of  in¬ 
nocence,  of  liaving  done  my  duty,  and  exerted  all 
my  poor  abilities,  not  unfuccefsfully,  for  this  na¬ 
tion.  I  can  liibrnit  even  to  far  o-reater  fuiTerini^s 
with  chearfulnefs,becaure  I  fee  that  my  countrymen 
reap  the  happy  fruits  of  my  labours  and  cruel  perfe- 
cutions,  by  the  repeated  decisions  of  our  fovereign 
courts  of  juhicc  in  favour  of  Liberty.  I  therefore 
bear  up  with  fortitude,  and  even  glory  that  I 
am  call’d  to  fufler  in  this  caufe,  becaufe  f  continue 
to  find  the  noblcf;  rc'vvard,  the  applaufe  of  my  native 
country,  of  this  great,  free,  and  lidrited  people.  ^ 
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I  chieHy  regret,  Gentlemen,  that  this  confine¬ 
ment  deprives  me  of  the  honour  of  thanking  you 
in  perfon  according  to  my  promife,  and  at  prc- 
fent  takes  from  me  in  a  great  degree  the  power  of 
being  iifeful  to  you.  The  will  however  to  do  eve¬ 
ry  fervice  to  my  conftituents  remains  in  it’s  full 
force,  and  when  my  fufferings  have  a  period,  the 
firft  day  I  regain  my  liberty  fhall  refiore  a  life  of 
zeal  in  the  caufe  and  interefis  of  the  county  of 
Middlefex. 

In  this  prifon,  in  any  other,  in  every  place,  my 
ruling  pafiion  will  be  the  love  of  England  and  our 
free  conftitution.  To  thofe  obje^ls  I  will  make 
every  facrifice.  Under  all  the  opprefiions,  which 
minifterial  rage  and  revenge  can  invent,  my  Heady 
purpofe  is  to  concert  with  you,  and  other  true 
friends  of  this  country,  the  moft  probable  means  of 
rooting  out  the  remains  of  arbitrary  power,  and 
llar-chamoer  inquiiition,  and  of  improving  as  well 
as  fecLirino-  the  renerous  plans  of  Freedom,  which 
were  the  boaH  of  our  an  'cftors,  and  1  truft  will  re¬ 
main  the  nobleil  inheritance  of  our  poflerity,  the 
only  genuine  ch  .rarlerifiic  of  luigliflimen. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
v/ith  aftcclion  and  regard, 

GeoLlemen, 

you"  obliged  and  faithful  humble  fervant, 
Kinn-’s-Benci^  ihiibn,  John  Wilkes. 

l  liurfday,  May  5,  1768. 
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June  9.  This  morning  at  eight,  Mr.  Wilkes  was 
brought  from  the  prifon  of  the  King’s-bench  to  the 
court.  I'he  judges  came  about  nine.  It  had  been 
mentioned  the  laft  term,  that  a  new  argument  v/as 
dehred,  and  that  new  ground  might  be  taken  for 
the  reverfal  of  the  outlawry.  At  the  opening  of 
the  court,  Mr.  Wilkes  made  a  Ihort  fpeech,  that 
he  was  perfectly  fads  fed  with  the  hate  of  the  ar¬ 
gument,  as  it  was  left  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  quit  the  £rm  and  folid  ground 
on  which  it  relied,  and  was  perfuaded,  from  the 
jukice  of  the  court,  that  his  outlawry  mull  be  rcr 
verfed.  The  attorney-general  then  in  fuppert  of 
the  outlawry  entered  upon  a  very  long  argument, 
to  which  no  one  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  council  replied. 


The  judges  afterwards  delivered  their  opinions  ve¬ 
ry  fully,  and  were  unanimous  that  the  outlawry 
was  illegal,  and  muk  be  reverfed.  Their  lordlkips 
differed  as  to  fome  reafons,  but  all  concurred  in 
the  reverfal,  and  the  irregularity  of  the  proceed- 


inas. 

O 


The  attorney -general  then  demanded  judgment 
on  the  two  verdifls.  Mr.  W'ilkes  defired  to  avail 
himfclf  of  feveral  points  in  arrek  of  judgment.  He 
faid,  that  when  he  had  the  honour  of  appearing 
before  that  court  on  the  zg^h.  of  April,  he  had  fa¬ 
ted  the  cafe  of  the  alteration  of  the  records  at  lord 
Mansfield’s  own  houfe  ;  that  his  lordfliip  had  re¬ 
plied  ;  but  that  however  his  lordfaip  had  delivered 
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only  Kis  own  opinion  ;  and  the  opinion  of  one 
judge,  however  diilinguilhed  for  great  ability,  was 
not  the  judgment  of  the  court,  v^/hich  he  oelired, 
and  fubmitted  to  ;  and  begged  that  his  counfel 
might  argue  that,  and  fome  other  points  of  im¬ 
portance.  Sexeral  things  were  afterwards  mention¬ 
ed  by  the  attorney-general,  and  by  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
counfel.  At  laft  the  court  fixed  the  next  Tucfday 
to  debate,  whether  both  verdi<5ls  ought  not  to  bcfet 
afidc  on  the  objedions  as  to  the  records  having 
been  altered,  and  that  the  informations  were  not 
filed  by  the  proper  ofiicer,  but  by  the  folicitor-gc- 

neral. 

The  right  honourable  the  lord  Mansneld  made 
the  following  very  long  and  elaborate  fpcech  on 
the  fubjed  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s  outlawry,  and  in  jiif- 
tification  of  his  own  condud,  which  had  been  tnc 
caufc  of  much  popular  abufe  being  thrown  out  a- 
gainfi;  his  lordlhip. 

Lord  MansfiehVs  Speech  in  the  Court  of  Kings  Bench. 

T  HAVE  now  gone  through  the  feverd  errors  af- 
figncd  by  the  defendant,  and  which  have  l>een  in- 
genioufiy  argued,  and  confidently  relied  on,  by  his 
counfel  at  the  1  ar  ;  I  have  given  my  fentiments 
upon  them,  and  if  upon  the  whole,  after  the  clo- 
fell;  attention  to  what  has  been  faicl,  and  Vvdth  the 
firongefc  inclination  in  favour  of  the  defendant, 
no  arguments  which  liave  been  urged,  no  cafes 
which  have  been  cited,  no  reafons  that  occur  to 


(  nor ) 

Jtic,  are  fufficient  to  fatisfy  me  in  my  confciencs’ 

and  judgment,  that  this  outlawry  diould  be  re- 

verfcd,  I  am  bound  to  affirm  it— and  here  let  me 
make  a  paufe. 

Many  arguments  have  been  fuggehed,  both  in 
and  out  of  court,  upon  the  confequences  of  eftab- 
lifhing  this  outlawry,  either  as  they  may  affed  the 
defendant  as  an  individual,  or  the  puhlick  in  ge¬ 
neral  :  as  to  the  frd,  whatever  they  may  be,  the 
defendant  has  brought  them  upon  himfelf;  they 
are  inevitable  confequences  of  law  arid ng  from  his 
own  ad ;  if  the  penalty,  to  which  he  is  thereby 
fubjeded,  is  more  than  a  punifhment  adequate  to 
the  Clime  he  has  committed,  he  fiould  not  have 
brought  himfelr  into  this  unfortunate  predicament, 
by  flyingfrom  the  julHce  of  his  country  ;  he  thought 
proper  to  do  fo,  and  he  mud  taile  the  fruits  of  his 
own  condud,  however  bitter  and  unpalatable  they 
may  be ;  and  although  we  may  be  heartily  forry 
for  any  perfon  who  has  brought  himfelf  into  this 
fituation,  it  is  not  in  our  power,  God  forbid  it 
ihould  ever  be  in  our  power,  to  deliver  him  from 
it;  we  can’t  prevent  the  judgment  of  the  law  by 
creating  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  ;  we  can’t 
prevent  the  conlequenres  of  that  judgment  by  par- 
donin^  the  crime  ;  if  the  defendant  has  any  pre- 
tenfions  to  mercy,  thofe  pretcnfions  mud  be  urged, 
and  that  power  exercifed  in  another  place,  where 
the  conditution  has  wifely  and  neceffarily  veded 
it :  the  crown  will  judge  for  itfelf ;  it  does  not  be- 
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'long-  to  us  to  interfere  with  punifliment ;  w'e  liave 
only  to  declare  the  law  ;  none  of  us  had  any  con¬ 
cern  in  the  profecution  of  this  bufinefs,  nor  any 
wilhes  upon  the  event  of  it ;  it  was  not  our  fault 
that  the  defendant  was  profecuted  for  the  libels  upon  ^ 
which  he  has  been  conv idled-;  I  took  no  flrare  in 
another  place,  in  the  meafures  which  were  taken 
to  profecute  him  for  one  of  them  ;  it  was  not  our 
.fault  that  he  was  convidleJ  ;  it  was  not  our  fault 
that  he  fled  ;  it  was  not  our  fault  that  he  w’as  out¬ 
lawed  ;  it  was  not  our  kiult  that  he  rendered  him- 
fclf  up  to  juftice;  none  of  us  revived  the  profecu¬ 
tion  againil  him,  nor  could  any  one  of  us  flop  that 
profecution  when  it  was  revived  ;  it  is  not  our  fault  if 
there  are  not  any  errors  upon  the  record,  nor  is  it  in 
our  power  to  create  any  if  there  arc  none  ;  w’C  are 
bound  by  our  oath  and  in  our  confciences,  to  give 
-fuch  a  judgment  as  the  law  will  warrant,  and  as 
our  reafon  can  approve;  fuch  a  judgment  as  we 
mufl  ftand  or  fall  by,  in  the  opinion  of  the  prclent 
times,  and  of  .pofterity  ;  in  doing  it,  therefore,  we 
mufl  have  regard  to  our  reputation  as  honefl  men, 
.and  men  of  fkill  and  knowledge  corepetent  to  the 
nations  we  hold  ;  no  comiderations  whatfoever 
fhould  miilead  us  from  this  great  ol)jedl,  to  which 
we  ever  ought,  and  1  trufl,  ever  fhall  diredl  our  at¬ 
tention.  But  confequences  of  a  public  natun*,  rca- 
fons  of  flatc,  political  ones,  have  been  flronely 
iirged,  (private  anonymous  letters  fent  to  me  I  flml’j 
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pafs  over)  open  avowed  publications  which  have 
l^een  judicially  noticed,  and  may  therefore  be  men¬ 
tioned,  have  endeavoured  to  influence  or  intimi¬ 
date  the  court,  and  fo  prevail  upon  us  to  trifle  and 
prevaricate  with  God,  our  confciences,  and  the 
public:  it  has  been  intimated  that  confequences 
of  a  frightful  nature  will  flow  from  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  this  outlawry  ;  it  is  faid  the  people  expe(fl 
the  reverfal,  that  the  temper  of  the  times  demand 
it,  that  the  multitude  will  have  it  fo,  that  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  outlawry  in  full  force  will  not  be 
endured,  that  the  execution  of  the  law  upon  the 
defendant  will  be  refided ;  thefe  are  arguments 
which  will  not  weigh  a  feather  with  me.  If  infur- 
rcclion  and  rebellion  are  to  follow  our  determina¬ 
tion,  we  have  not  to  anfwer  for  the  confequences, 
thourh  we  fliould  be  the  innocent  caufe — we  can 
only  fay,  jujlitia  mat  cesium ;  v/e  fhall  clif- 
charge  our  duty  without  expedlations  of  approba¬ 
tion,  or  the  apprehenhons  of  cenfure  ;  if  we  are 
fubjeded  to  the  latter  unjuflly,  we  mud  fubmit  to 
it  ;  we  can’t  prevent  it  ;  we  will  take  care  not  to 
deferve  it.  Kc  mud  be  a  weak  man  indeed  who 
can  be  dap-eered  by  fucli  a  confideration. 

The  mifappreheufion,  or  the  mifreprefentation 
of  the  ignorant  or  the  wicked,  the  me?2dax  infarjiia^ 
which  is  the  confequcnce  of  both,  are  equally  in¬ 
different  to,  unworthy  the  attention  of,  and  inca¬ 
pable  of  making  any  impreffion  on  men  of  firm- 
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nefs  and  intrepidity. — Thcfe  who  imagine  judges 
are  capable  of  being  influenced  by  fucb  unworthy, 
indirect  means,  moll  grofsly  deceive  themfclves  ; 
and  i6y  my  own  part,  1  trull  that  my  tempiT,  and 
the  colour  and  condudl  of  my  life,  have  cloathed 
me  with  a  fiiit  of  armour  to  fliield  me  from  fuch 
arrows.  If  I  have  ever  fupported  the  king’s  mea- 
fures,  if  I  have  ever  afforded  any  afTidance  to  go¬ 
vernment  ;  if  I  have  difcharged  my  duty  as  a  pub- 
lick  or  private  character,  by  endeavouring  to  pre- 
ferve  pure  and  perfecl  the  principles  of  the  condi- 
tiition,  maintain  unfullicd  the  honour  of  the  courts 
cfjuflice,  and,  by  an  upright  adminillraiion  of, 
to  o-ive  adee-efiefl  to,  the  laws,  I  have  hitherto 

fc) 

done  it  w'ithout  any  other  gift  or  reward  than  that 
mod  pleafing  and  mod  honourable  one,  the  con- 
feientious  conviclion  of  doing  what  w'as  right.  I 
do  not  affeft  to  fcorn  the  opinion  of  mankind  ;  I 
widi  earn.edly  for  popularity,  I  will  feck  and  will 
have  popularity  ;  but  I  will  tell  you  how  I  will 
obtain  it ;  I  will  have  that  popularity  which  fol¬ 
lows,  and  not  that  which  is  run  after.  It’s  not  the 
applaufe  of  a  day,  it’s  not  the  huzzas  of  thou- 
fands,  that  can  give  a  moment’s  fatisfaflion  to  a 
rational  being  ;  that  man’s  mind  mud  indeed  be  a 
weak  one,  and  his  ambition  of  a  mod  depraved 
fort,  wdio  can  be  captivated  by  fuch  wretched  al¬ 
lurements,  or  fatisfied  wdth  fuch  momentary  gra¬ 
tifications,  1  fay  with  the  Roman  orator,  and  can 
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fry  it  with  as  much  truth  as  he  did,  “  Ego  hoc  ani- 
?no  femper  fid,  ut  invidiam  njirtute  part  am,  gloriam 
7ion  infamiam,  piUarem  but  the  threats  have  been 
carried  further,  perfonal  violence  has  been  de¬ 
nounced,  unlefs  publick  humour  be  complied  with  ; 
I  do  not  fear  fuch  threats,  I  don’t  believe  there  is 
any  reafon  to  fear  them  :  it’s  not  the  genius  of 
the  worft  of  men  in  the  worft  of  times  to  proceed 
to  fuch  fliockino-  extremities :  but  if  fuch  an  event 

O 

Ihould  happen,  let  it  be  fo,  even  fuch  an  event 
might  be  produClive  of  wholefome  eftecls  ;  fuch  a 
ilroke  might  roufe  the  better  part  of  the  nation 
from  their  lethargic  condition  oa  hate  of  aftivity, 
to  aflert  and  execute  the  law,  and  punilh  the  da¬ 
ring  and  impious  hands  which  had  violated  it ; 
and  thofe  who  now  fupinely  behold  the  danger 
which  threatens  all  liberty,  from  the  mofl  aban¬ 
doned  licentioiifnefs,  might,  by  fuch  an  event,  be 
awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  their  htuation,  as  drunken 
men  are  fometimes  ilunn’d  into  fobriety.  If  the 
fecurity  of  our  perfons  and  our  property,  of  all  we 
'  hold  dear  and  valuable,  are  to  depend  upon  the 
caprice  of  a  giddy  multitude,  or  be  at  the  difpofal 
of  a  giddy  mob  ;  if,  in  compliance  with  the  hu¬ 
mours,  and  to  appeafe  the  clamours  of  thole,  all 
civil  and  political  inllitutions  are  to  be  difregarded 
or  overthrown,  a  life  fomewhat  more  than  fixty  is 
not  worth  preferving  at  fuch  a  price,  and  he  can 
never  die  too  foon,  who  lays  down  his  life  in  fup- 


/ 
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port  and  vindication,  of  the  policy,  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  conditution  of  his  country.”* 


June  14.  This  morning  at  eight,  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  again  brought  up  to  the  court  of  King’s-bench. 
The  court  fat  about  nine.  Mr.  ferjeant  Glynn, 
the  recorder  of  London,  Mr.  Mansfield,  and  Mr. 
Davenport,  argued  very  largely  on  the  two  points, 
the  filing  of  the  information  by  the  folicitor,  not 
the  attorney-general,  and  the  alteration  of  the  re¬ 
cords  at  lord  Mansfield’s  houfe  the  evening  before 
the  trials,  without  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 
The  one  was  in  arreh  of  judgment,  the  othiT  was 
for  a  new  trial.  The  attorney-general,  fir  Flet¬ 
cher  Norton,  and  Mr.  Thurlow,  made  long  fpcech- 
es  in  reply,  which  were  anfwcrcd  by  Mr.  ferjeant 
Glynn.  Then  the  court  proceeded  to  deliver  their 
opinions,  and  overruled  lioth  the  objections.  Mr. 
ferjeant  Glynn  next  took  notice,  that  as  a  writ 
of  error  W'as  intended  to  be  brought  before  a  high¬ 
er  court  of  jullice,  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  he 
defired  that  the  cafe  of  the  alteration  of  the  records 
*  0^  U  E  R  I  E  S. 

^ery  ?.  Js  vet  this  Speech  rather  a  pane^yrick  on  the  Speaker 
hinjjelf,  than  a  dij'courje  on  the  rez'crfal  of  Mr.  V/ilIccs’i  Out- 
J  a'wry  ? 

2.  V/ould  it  not  h d've  been  more  proper  for  the  establish¬ 
ing  than  tie  reversal  of  the  Outlawry  ? 

3.  Was  it  not  fudied  when  the  foimer  was  intended 


under  fuch  peculiar  circumflances  might  be  ftated 
on  the  back  of  the  record,  to  be  tranhiiitted  to  the 
lords,  otherwife  that  important  point  could  not 
come  before  the  houfe.  This  was  abfoluteiy  refu- 
fed  by  the  court. 

Lord  Mansfield  then  made  his  report  of  the  two 
trials.  The  attorney-general,  fir  Fletcher  Norton, 
and  Mr.  Thurlow,  fpoke  in  aggravation  of  both 
offences,  and  Mr.  ferjeant  Glynn  anfvvered  their 


declared,  that  they  could  not  then  pafs  judgment^ 
but  would  confider  it  among  themfelves  ;  and  up¬ 
on  Mr.  Wilkes’s  again  preffing  for  a  very  early 
day,  promifed  that  there  fliould  be  no  delay. 

Mr.  Wilkes  again  offered  bail,  which  was  re- 
fufed  by  the  court.  They  continued  fitting  till 
near  fix. 

Tune  1 8.  This  morninp- about  eip^ht  Mr.  Wilkes 

J  O  O 

was  brought  up  to  the  court  of  Kinor’s-bench.  Lord 

o  i  o 

Mansfield,  and  the  other  three  judges  took  their 

h. 

feats  before  nine.  Mr.  juflice  Yates  harangued  on 
the  two  offences  ;  but  took  no  notice  of  Mr. 
Kearfly’s  affidavit,  fetting  forth,  that  the  letters 
produced  on  the  trial  of  the  Effay  on  Woman,  by 


which  Mr.  Wilkes  was  conviffed,  were  taken  from 
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the  nature  and  tendency  of  it.  He  then  pafTed  the 

- That  Mr.  Wilkes  be  im- 


followino:  fentence :  — 
prifoned  twenty-two  calendar  months  from  this 
day:  that  he  pay  a  fine  of  one  thoufand  pounds  ; 
and  give  fecurity  for  his  future  good  behaviour  for 
feven  years  ;  himfelf  in  a  bond  for  one  thoufand 
pounds,  and  two  fureties  in  bonds  of  five  hundred 
pounds  each. 

Mr.  Wilkes  himfelf  then  moved  for  a  writ  of 
error  to  the  houfe  of  lords ;  and  faid,  that  from 
the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  that  court  he  hoped 
that  the  alteration  of  the  records  by  lord  chief  juf¬ 
tice  Mansfield  at  his  own  houfe  might  be  put  in 
fuch  a  form  as  to  come  by  way  of  appeal  before  the 
houfe  of  lords.  Lord  Mansfield  replied,  that  they 
could  not  alter  the  La-iv,  Mr.  Wdlkes  repeated  his 
requefi,  that  fo  important  a  point  might  be  brought 
before  a  fuperior  court,  and  received  the  fame  an- 
fwer  from  lord  Mansfield,  that  they  could  not  alter 
the  L-A-W. 


A  CHARACTER. 

“  On  the  OTHER  fide  up  rofc 
“  Belial ; 

“  A  fairer  perfon  loft  not  heav’n  ;  he  feemM 
“  For  dignity  compos’d  and  high  exploit : 

But  all  was  false  and  hollow  ;  tho’  his  tonp-ue 
“  Dropt  Manna,  and  could  make  the  worse  appear 
f  The  jJETTjiR  reafon.” 

Milt  on  i  Book  2.  L  me  108,  See. 
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Mr.  Wilkes  is  determined  to  bring  the  aitalr  of 
tlie  Alteration  of  the  Records  before  tlie  grand  Com-' 
mittce  for  Grieuances  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 


The  folIowinG:is  Mr.  TVilkes'’s  Add*-efs  to  his  Con- 

O 

fiituents  on  the  fame  Day. 

7^0  the  Gesitlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 

AFTER  every  kind  of  oppofition  from  the 
tools  of  miniilerird  power,  and  every  hour  of  de¬ 
lay,  which  could  be  gained  by  the  chicane  of  law, 
I  find  myfelf  at  lad  happy,  even  under  this  day’s 
feverc  fentence,  that  by  the  unanimous  determi¬ 
nation  of  all  the  judges  of  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench  I  am  reitored  to  my  birth-right,  to  the  no- 
])ie  liberties  and  privileges  of  an  Englilhman.  The 
out-lawry,  which  is  now  reverfed,  has  appeared 
clearly  to  be  an  ad  of  equal  injuftice  and  cruelty, 
from  the  very  beginning  erroneous  and  illegal.  In 
tne  whole  progrefs  of  miniherial  vengeance  againf!: 
me  for  feveral  years  I  have  Ihewn  to  the  con\'ic- 
tion  of  all  mankind,  that  my  enemies  have  tram¬ 
pled  on  the  laws,  and  been  aduated  by  the  fpirit 
of  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power.  The  ge?ieral  ^vjar- 
rant,  under  which  I  was  lirft  apprehended,  has 
been  adjudged  illegal.  The  feixure  of  my  papers 
was  condemned  judicially.  The  out-la-ivry,  fo  long 
the  topic  of  virulent  abiife,  is  at  lafe  declared  to 


(  229  ) 

Kave  been  contrary  to  law ;  and  on  the  ground 
firil  taken  by  my  learned  counfel,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Glvnn,  is  formally  reverfed.  It  hill  remains  in 
this  public  caufe,  that  the  juhice  of  the  nation 
hiould  have  place  againh  the  firh  and  great  cri¬ 
minal,  the  late  fecretary  of  hate,  Lord  Halifax-, 
not  fo  much  for  the  punilhment  he  has  merited, 
as  for  the  example  of  terror  to  any  prefent  or  fu¬ 
ture  miniher,  who  might  otherwife  be  tempted  to 
invade  the  facred  liberties  of  our  country.  I  pledge 
myfelf  to  you,  that  my  hrongeh  efforts  hiall  be 
exerted  to  carry  this  through  with  a  fpirit  and 
hrmnefs  becoming  an  affair  of  national  confequence, 
yet  without  the  finalleh  degree  of  private  raneour 
or  malice,  which  neither  my  long  and  hard  im- 
prifonment,  nor  the  pah  provocations,  hiall  make 
me  harbour  againh  any  man. 

At  the  end  of  this  tedious  and  harfh  confine¬ 
ment,  I  hope,  gentlemen,  to  pafs  the  rch  of  mv 
life  a  freeman  among  you,  my  freeborn  country¬ 
men  ;  and  give  me  leave  to  declare,  that  on  every 
emergency,  whenever  the  rights  of  the  people  arc 
attacked,  1  fhall  be  ready  to  hand  forward,  and 
to  rilk  all  for  What  is  neareh  to  my  lieart,  the  free¬ 
dom  of  England.  In  this  glorious  caufe  we  arc 
equa.lly  engaged.  We  have  only  one  common  in- 
terch,  that  of  our  country,  its  laws  and  liberties, 
and  in  confequence  the  prefervation  of  our  fove- 
reign  and  the  Brunfwic  line,  d'hefc  objeds  wc 
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will  fteadily  purfiie,  and  freedom  fhall  not  perilh 
among  us,  neither  by  the  treachery  and  corrupti¬ 
on  of  minillers,  nor  by  the  fate  of  arms,  while  vye 
remain  men  and  Englifhmen. 

I  obferve,  gentlemen,  in  the  fpeech  of  the  lords 
commiiTioners  at  the  opening  of  this  parliament, 
that  ?io  matters  of  general  bufnefs  are  to  come  on  this 
felTion.  Before  the  winter  I  beg  to  be  honoured 
with  your  commands  for  the  next  feffion  on  any 
points  of  importance,  which  you  may  judge  pro¬ 
per  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  great  council  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  cither  refpefling  the  kingdom  in  general,  or 
our  county  in  particular.  In  all  our  common  con¬ 
cerns  I  entreat  for  myfelf  your  candour  and  in¬ 
dulgence,  of  which  I  feel  that  I  Hand  in  great 
need.  My  views  however  will  be  approved  by  you, 
for  they  fhall  be  public  fpirited,  and  in  no  inllance 
ielfifli  or  partial.  I  would  not  for  a  moment  lie 
under  the  fufpicion  of  a  mean,  private,  intereded 
plan  of  conduft,  or  perfonal  ambition.  I  am  de¬ 
termined  to  remain  entirely  independent,  uncor¬ 
rupted,  even  unbiased  in  an  improper  manner, 
and  never  to  accept  from  the  crown  either  place, 
penfion,  gratuity,  or  emolument  of  any  kind.  I 
will  live  and  die  in  your  fervice,  a  private  gentle¬ 
man,  perfedly  free,  under  no  controul  but  the 
laws,  under  no  influence  but  yours,  and  I  hope,  by 
your  favour  and  kindncfs,  one  of  the  reprefen ta- 
lives  in  parliament  for  the  county  of  Middlefex. 
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On  tlicfe  terms  only  I  expect  through  life  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  your  fupport,  as  well  as  the  favourable 
opinion  of  you,  and  all  other  good  men,  the  friends 
of  liberty  and  of  my  country. 

I  am,  with  gratitude  and  eflcem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful, 

and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Khig^s  Bench  Prifon,  John  Yv'’  i  l  k  e  s  . 

Saturday i  "June  l8,  1768. 


June  20.  The  court  of  Common-pleas  was  mov¬ 
ed,  that  as  Mr.  Wilkes’s  outlawry  was  now  re- 
verfed,  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  his  de¬ 
murrer  to  lord  Halifax’s  pica  and  reply  ;  but  the 
court  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  proper  to  give  a 
Term's  notice  of  this  motion,  and  Mr.  Wilkes’s 
attorney  has  given  notice  accordingly.  This  fame 
day,  focn  after  Mr.  ferjeant  Glynn  ^ent  nut  of 
court,  Mr.  ferjeant  Nares  moved  for  an  attachment 
againft  the  printer  of  a  daily  paper,  for  publidiing 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  addrefs  to  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  and 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  as  he  ap¬ 
prehended  the  fame  tended  to  infame  the  jury  of  the 
county  before  whom  the  caufc  was  to  be  tried. 
The  court  afked  him  ;  whether  he  made  that  mo¬ 
tion  on  behalf  of  the  Attorney-General  ?  which  he 
averring,  the  addrefs  vvas  read,  and  the  court  de- 
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dared,  that  they  did  not  fee  any  thing  de- 
ferving  cenj'urey  and  refufed  the  attachments 


AMONG  the  many  cruel  and  oppreffive  mea- 
fures'  of  this  adminillration  againft  Mr.  Wilkes, 
the  followino;  oudit  to  be  noticed.  When  Mr. 
Wilkes  dined  with  his  friends,  on  the  loth  of  A- 
pril  laft,  at  the  King’s-arms  tavern,  in  Cornhill, 
he  was  ferved,  in  the  midil  of  them,  by  an  agent 
of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  with  an  exchequer 
writ  and  bill  of  difeovery,  upon  information,  con¬ 
fiding  of  many  fheets  of  paper,  in  order  to  difeo- 
ver  and  feize  all  his  eR’eds  under  the  outla-ivry,  as 
beine  forfeited  to  the  crown,  althoimh  the  ^evrits 
cf  error  in  the  caleofthe  outlauery  had  been  actual¬ 
ly  allowed.  The  cutla^jcry  has  fince  been  declared 
illegal  from  the  beginning,  ^ere,  if  the  Treafury 
had  fucceeded  in  their  attempt  of  feizing  the  effeds 
of  Mr.  Wilkes,  under  that  illegal  oatlaavry,  would 
it  not  have  been  a  downright  robbery  ? 
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The  following  is  the  warrant  of  Mr.  Wilkes’s 

commitment  to  the  King’s-bench-prifon,  on  the 

0 

zjtii  of  April,  1768. 

Wednefday  next,  after  three  weeks  from 
the  fcaft  day  of  Eafter,  in  the  cighLh 
year  of  King  George  the  Third. 

0 

Middlefcx,  the"!  THE  defendant  being  brought 
King  againk  f  here  into  court  in  cukody  of  the 
JohnWilkes,  f  Iheriff  of  the  county  of  A'liddle- 
Efquire.  J  lex,  by  virtue  of  a  writ  cf  Ca¬ 
pias  Utlegatum,  it  is  ordered,  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Attorney  General,  that  he,  the  faid  defen¬ 
dant,  be  now  committed  to  the  cukody  of  the 
Marfhal  of  the  Marfhalfea  of  this  court,  to  be  by 
him  kept  in  fafe  cukody,  until  he  fliall  be  from 
thence  dilcharged  by  due  courfe  of  law  ;  and  the 
faid  defendant,  now  here  in  court,  producing  a 
writ  of  error,  and  praying  Oyer  of  the  Record,  it 
is  ordered  by  this  court,  that  the  faid  writ  of  error 
be  allowed. 

On  the  motion  of  Cy  the  Court, 

Mr.  Attorney-General. 


The  conclufion  of  one  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn’s 
^  fpeeches,  relative  to  the  alteration  of  the  records. 

My  lords, 

“  I  have  now  done  with  my  client  and  his  caufe  ; 
your  lordkiips  will  determine  according  to  your 
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wifdom.  But  here  let  me  intreat  you  for  the  fake 
of  the  fafety  of  every  fubjedl  of  this  nation,  that 
your  lordfhip  will  pleafe  to  hx  fome  limits  to  the 
difcretionary  power  of  altering  records;  that  we 
may  know  for  the  future  when  we  can  be  certain 
of  the  caufe  we  are  to  plead  ;  and  that  the  fubjecl 
may  not  be  liable  to  ruin  at  the  difcretion  of  a 
judge.” 


Middlefex. 

In  the  KING’S  BENCH  THE  KING 

again  ft 

JOHN  WILKES,  Efq; 

FRANCIS  BARLOW,  of  the  Crown-oftice, 
in  the  Temple,  and  William  LIughes,  of  the 
fame  place,  feverally  make  oath  ;  and  the  firft  de¬ 
ponent  Barlov/  for  himfelf  faith,  that  on  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  day  of  February  laft,  he  received  direfticns 
from  Pdr.  Wallace  or  Mr.  Webb,  to  apply  to  a 
judge  to  get  the  information  againft  the  defendant 
amended,  by  ftriking  out  the  word  PURPORT 
and  inferting  in  its  ftead  the  word  TENOR,  that 
he  this  deponent  did  accordingly  apply  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Mansfield,  and  obtained  a  fummons  to 
Ihew  caufe  why  it  fhould  not  be  amended  ;  a  copy 
whereof  is  hereunto  annexed  :  And  this  deponent, 
immediately  after  he  had  obtained  the  fame,  fent 
two  copies  thereof,  viz.  one  to  the  other  deponent. 
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Hughes,  who  was  clerk  in  court  for  the  defendant, 
and  the  other  copy  to  Mr.  Philips,  folicitor  for  the 
faid  defendant ;  and  this  deponent  was  informed, 
and  does  believe,  that  fuch  copies  were  left  that 
night  at  their  refpe^live  houfes  ;  and  this  deponent 
Barlow  further  fays,  that  in  confequence  thereof, 
he  this  deponent,  on  Monday  the  twentieth  day 
of  the  fame  month  of  February  in  the  morning, 
attended  Lord  Mansfield  at  his  houfe,  and  there 
met  the  other  deponents,  Hughes,  and  Philips  ; 
and  this  deponent  remembers,  that  Lord  Mansfield 
afked  them  what  objedions  they  had  to  fuch  amend¬ 
ment,  and  that  they  or  one  of  them  made  anfwer, 
that  they  could  not  confent ;  and  this  deponent 
remembers,  that  Lord  Mansfield  faiJ  he  did  not 
aCc  them  their  confent,  but  wanted  to  know  what 
their  objections  were,  and  afked  them  if  it  was 
not  ufual  or  the  common  pradlice  to  amend  infor¬ 
mations,  or  to  that  or  the  like  effed,  and  that  Lord 
Mansfield  mentioned  or  read  from  a  book  or  manu- 
feript,  which  his  lordfiiip  had  in  liis  hand  fevcral 
cafes  of  amendments ;  and  that  afterwards  his 
lordfhip  made  an  order  to  amend  the  information 
in  this  caiife,  a  copy  of  which  order  is  hereunto 
annexed  ;  and  this  deponent,  Hughes,  for  him- 
felf  faith,  that  he  remembers  to  have  been  ferved 
with  a  copy  of  fuch  fummons,  and  that  he  attend¬ 
ed  Lord  Mansfield  when  fucli  order  was  made  as 
above  fet  forth  j  and  accordingly,  to  the  bell  of 
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his  remembrance  and  belief,  what  is  above  depofecf 

by  the  other  deponent  Barlow  is  true. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent 
Francis  Barlow,  the  2  2d 
of  January,  1765,  at 
my  Chambers  in  Ser- 
jeant’s-inn. 

Before  mie,  E.  Wilmot. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  William 
Hughes,  in  the  King’s-bench 
T  reafury-chamber,  Wedminllcr- 
hall,  the  23dday  of  January,  1765. 

E.  Wilmot. 


/Francis  Barlow, 
i  William  Hughes, 
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Middlefex,  1  Let  the  defendant’s  clerk  in 


The  King 
aeainll; 

0 

court,  agent,  attorney,  or 
folicitor,  attend  me  at 

John  Wilkes,  Efq;  rny  houfe  in  Bloomlbui*}'- 
On  an  information  for  ^  fquare,  on  Monday,  the 


publifhing  a  Libel, 
intitled  the  North 

Briton. 

20th  day  of  February,  in- 
ftant,  at  eight  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  to  fhew 
caufe  why  the  informa¬ 
tion  in  this  caufe  fliould 
not  be  amended  bv  llrik- 
ingout  the  word  “  PUR¬ 
PORT”  in  the  feveral 
places  where  it  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  faid  infor¬ 
mation  (except  in  the  firll 
place)  an,d  infertlng  in- 
llead  thereof,  the  word 
“TENOR.” 

iDated  this  i8th  day  of  February,  1764.^ 

MANSFIELD, 
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Middlefex, 

The  Kin^y 
again  d 

John  \^Hkei>,  Efq; 
On  an  information  for 
publifhing  a  Libel, 
intitled  the  North 
Briton. 


>• 


Upon  hearing  the  clerks  in 
court  on  both  lides,  I  do 
order  that  the  informa¬ 
tion  in  this  caufe  be  a- 
mended,  by  driking  out 
the  word  “  PURPORT’* 
in  the  feveral  places  where 
it  is  mentioned  in  the  faid 
information  (except  in 
the  fird  place)  and  by  in- 
ferting  indead  thereof, 
the  word  “  TENOR.’* 


Dated  this  20th  day  of  February,  1764. 

MANSFIELD. 

The  fame  alteration  was  made  in  the  caufe  re- 
fpe(ding  the  EJfay  on  Woman.  This  alteration  feems 
trifling  in  appearance,  but  is  in  reality  of  the  ut- 
mod  importance.  It  totally  changed  the  nature  of 
the  defence.  If  the  word  purport  had  remained, 
upon  which  Mr.  Wilkes’s  council  were  prepared 
to  argue,  fcarcely  any  two  men  could  have  been 
found,  who  would  have  agreed  in  a  verdid  finding 
him  guilty  to  the  purport,  or  effed  charged  in 
the  information  ;  but  by  the  alteration  to  the  word 
tenor,  the  PURPORT  was  not  in  quedion ;  and 
the  defence  v>^as  changed  into  a  critical  comparifon 
of  the  words,  letters,  and  figures  in  the  papers 
publifhed  with  thofe  in  the  information  filed,  for 
•which  no  time  was  allowed.  The  caufes  were  tried 
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the  very  next  morning,  fo  that  Mr.  Wilhes’s  coun¬ 
cil  were  depriv'ccl  ol  mahing  the  dctcncc,  Toi  whic.i 
they  were  prepared,  and  forced  upon  a  defence, 
which  they  had  neither  time  to  coiiddcr,  nor  rca- 
fon  to  apprehend.  Mr.  Wilkes  himfelf  was  at 
that  time  in  another  kingdom,  very  dangerouf  y 
ill. 


The  public  are  here  furnirhed  with  a  new  affi¬ 
davit.  It  was  made  by  A'lr.  Rear  fly  two  days  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Wilkes  received  fentence,  and  clearly  de- 
monftrates^  that  if  the  General  Warrant  had  not 
iflfued  contrary  to  law,  fcarcely  any  evidence  could 
have  been  had  againfl;  Mr.  Wilkes  relative  to  the 
EJfay  on  Woman  ;  for  all  his  letters  to  Mr.  Kearfly, 
which  were  almofl;  the  only  evidence  inflfled  upon, 
werefeized  by  virtue  of  that  illegal  power  exercifed 
by  lord  Halifax,  then  fecrctary  of  ilatc.  Mr.  W  ilkes 
therefore  is  now  a^ually  tofuffer  a  year’s  imprifon- 
ment,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  500I.  becaufc  a  late  in¬ 
famous  adminiHration  iflued  a  General  Warrant 
againfl  the  law  of  the  land,  and  then  corrupted  a 
fervant  to  rob  his  mailer. 


In  the  King  s  Bench. 

The  KING  againjl  JOHN  WILKES,  E/q; 

On  an  information  for  puhliJlBnig  the  LfTay  on  Woman. 

GEORGE  REAR  SLY,  of  Ludgatc-flreet, 

London,  bookfeller,  maketli  oath  and  laith,  that 

R 
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?i]l  iiie  letters  from  John  V/ilkes,  Efq;  the  defen¬ 
dant,  dirc^Led  to  the  deponent,  and  which  were 
produced  at  the  trial  of  the  caufe,  were  taken  from 
out  of  this  deponent’s  bureau  in  his  dwellino-- 
Jioufe,  and  from  off  his  files,  by  virtue  of  a  Gene¬ 
ral  arrant  from  one  of  liis  Majefty’s  fecretaries 
of  if  ate,  for  apprehending  and  feizing  the  authors, 
printers,  and  publifhers,  of  a  feditious  and  trea- 
fonable  paper,  entitled  the  North  Briton,  No.  45, 
together  with  their  papers,  and  thereby  and  not 
otherwife  carried  to  his  Majehy’s  fecretaries  of 
llate,  as  the  Warrant  direcled,  and  the  deponent 
verily  believes  was  accordingly  obeyed. 

GEO.  KEARSLY. 

Sworn  in  Court  the 

1 6th  day  of  June,  1768. 

By  the  Court. 

The  like  c-fii  iavit  was  made  at  the  fame  time  in 
the  caufe  of  the  North  Briton^  Number  45. 


S  it  is  a  fixed  principle  with  Mr.  Wiikes  to 
•  fubniit  10  t!ie  public  every  circunidance  which 
bears  any  relat.on  to  his  public  conduct  5  in  pur- 
fuance  of  this  maxim,  invariably  followed  by  him- 
fclf,  he  will  forgive  one  of  his  friends  the  laying  be¬ 
fore  the  public,  even  bef  )re  the //c/wyf  meets,  the  in- 
clofed  important  Affidavit.  It  relates  to  the  infamous 
manner  in  which  the  adminillration,  in  1763,  the 
tools  and  fucceif 'rs  of  the  accurfed  Scot^  when  in  a 
p  inic  the  reins  dropped  out  of  liis  hands,  obtained 
tlie  copy  of  pr;  t  of  the  E[j‘'^y  on  Wo7nany  and  likewife 
ine  evidence  given,  bo'.h  at  the  bar  of  the  lioufe  of 
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Lords,  and  in  the  King’s-Bench.  Tlhat  adinini- 
Itration  appear  to  have  had  no  Icruples  about  a 
robbery  of  the  fubjecl  in  any  way,  either  l)y  fv  i  ce 
under  a  General  IVarrant^  or  by  fraud  in  corrupting 
a  doineitic,  afterwards  ’receiving  themfelves,  and 
turning  to  their  own  profit,  the  goodj  another  had 
Itolen.  'Lhe  fu  ll  was  executed  by  the  Under-Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trcafiuy  (whole 
hcufe  this  proves 'to  be  a  den  of  thieves) 

and  the  King’s  Meifengers  in  perlbn  ;  the  other  by 
the  money  of  the  Treafury,  dilfrilnited  by  their  own 
Solicitor,  and  the  oldell  of  the  King’s  Meifengers, 
the  mod  hackneyed  in  the  ways  of  coiTuption.  When 
this  black  tranlhefion  was  told  in  France,  thei  e  was 
not  an  Englilhman  at  Paris,  who  did  not  blufh  for 
the  honour  of  his  country,  except  at  the  *  Hotel  de 
Brancas.  Ever)-  thing  there  at  that  time,  which  was 
paft  fixteen,  was  likewilc;  pad  blulhing. 

rhe  whole  truth  will  certainly,  at  lad,  be  brought 
to  light.  Fhis  AtJUa-vit ,  and  larmer's  Plain  T^ruthf 
pubiilhed  in  1765,  will  go  a  great  way;  but  Cur¬ 
ry  ieems  cautious  of  revealing  Ibine  circiimltan- 
ccs  at  the  beginning  of  the  affair,  and  perhaps 
may  fear  he  Ihoukl  run  great  rilks  in  telling  how  he 
came  by  that  copy^  which  at  lad  he  gave  Faden.  He 
may  dread  the  confeqiiences.to  himfclf  of  fo  ample  a 
confelfisn  on  oath  ;  but  it  is  hoped  the  whole  of  this 
wicked  miniderial  feme  will  be  examined  into  by  the 
Grand  Committee  oj  Grievances  \n  the  cnihing  fellion, 
and  the  living  evidence  of  the  leveral  fadfs^’be  pro¬ 
duced.  Afi  the  Houfe  oJ  Commons  arc  chofen  by  the 
people  to  be  the  Grand  Inqucjl  of  .the  Nation,  it  is 
Uiought  Mr.  V/iikes  ought  to  conlider  it  as  his 
duty  to  make  the  appeal  to  them.  It  feerns  as  dridf- 
ly  ill  the  biifmefs,  for  which  a  Grand  Committee  of 
Grievances  are  appointed  every  felhon,  as  the  otlier 
adair  of  the  Alteration  of  the  Records  in  a  criminal 
caufe  by  a  Judge  in  his  own  houfe,  falls  w'ithin  the 
province  and  ]m'\id\t\\oi\  the  Grand  Committee  of 
Courts  oJ  Jufice. 

*■  The  Bnglijh  Amhnf'ador^  Lord  Hertford,  tier  lodged  there. ^ 

R  2 
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This  Affi.da<vit  tells  us  how  a  fmall  part  of  the 
public  money  has  been  bellowed  on  one  minilterial 
agent.  Hereafter  we  lhall  have  the  account  ol  a 
good  many  thouland  pounds ;  tor  a  great  perlonage 
complained,  in  February  laft,  that  IVilkes  bad  coj} 
r.inetj  tvjQ  thoufand  guineas ^  which  may,  pofTibly, 
under  tome  genera)  liead  of  expence,  be  begged 
of  the  prefent  Houle  of  Commons,  and  carefully  kept 
out  of  the  infinite  debts  of  the  civil  lift,  when  they 
as  e  laid  before  parliament. 

In  our  times,  no  man  has  fulfered  fuch  lyafe  and 
cruel  wrongs  as  Mr.  Wilkes,  only  for  a  fpirlted  op- 
po'iition  to  a  defpotic  miniller  ;  againft  no  man  liavc 
fuch  mean,  treacherous  and  difiionourable  methods 
been  purfued;  every  party  and  faflion  has  in  their 
turns  oppieffed  him,  which  is  the  ftrongeft  proof 
1  hat  he  is  of  no  party  or  faction  5  and  it  may  be 
added,  to  his  glory,  that  his  country  has  fcen  and 
acknowledged  his  Icrvices,  that  the  people  have  been 
his  buckler  and  fhield,  that  the  nation  have  a  full 
confidence  in  his  fpirit  and  firmnefs,  to  Item  the  tor¬ 
rent  of  arbitrary  proceedings,  and  to  oppofe  all  H- 
legal  precedents  of  power  5  that  they  have  given  him 
the  moll  endearing  marks  of  eileem  and  gratitude, 
and  that,  while  alive,  thefe  honours  have  been  la- 
vilhed  on  his  name,  which  envy  rarely  lulfers  to  be 
paid  but  by  pofterity,  and  oniy  to  the  lovers  of  their 
ccuntr';',  and  the  guardia.ns  ct  public  Liberty. 


AFFIDAVIT. 

MICHAEL  CURRY,  of  St.  Peter’s  Mancroft 
in  the  city  of  Ncrvvicli,  printer,  maketh  oath  and 
I'aith,  that  in  the  month  of  IVIay  one  thciifand  I'e- 
ven  hundred  and  lixty-tbree,  he  was  hired  by  John 
Wilkes,  Efq;  of  Great  George-ftreet,  Weftmlnfter, 
at  the  rate  of  25s.  per  week  5  that  he  lived  in 
the  houfe  cl  the  laid  Mr.  Wilkes,  was  boarded  and 
regularly  lodged  there  5  that  he  was  employed  by 
the  laid  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  feveral  things  about  liis  pri¬ 
vate  ju'cis  :  tliat  the  laid  Mr.  hViikes  employed  this 
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deponent  tocompcife  and  print  part  of  a  poem,  en¬ 
titled,  An  EJTay  at:  mtnan  ■,  that  the  laid  Mr.  Wilkes 
.rave  this  deponent  the  (triaell  charge  to  keep  it  fe- 
a-et  and  to  (ufter  no  perfon  whatever  to  lee  the  laid 
poem  ;  that  the  I'aid  Mr.  Wilkes  ordered  this  depo¬ 
nent  to  v/ork  off  only  twelve  copies,  which  were  aU  to 
be  delivered,  and  were  adually  given  to  the  laid  Mr. 
Wilkes  himlelf,  but  that,  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  laid  Mr.  Wilkes,  this  deponent  worked  off  ano¬ 
ther  copy  for  himlelf;  that  from  the  careleffnefs  of 
this'  deponent  lour  pages  only  of  the  laid  poem  came 
into  the  hands  of  one  Jennings,  who  likewile  worked 
atthefaid  Mr.  Wilkes’s  ;  that  by  the  means  of  this 
Tennin2S  it  w’as  Hiewn  to  Mi'.  Farmer,  Mr.  Faden, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kidgell  ;  that  the  firll  application 
'made  to  this  deponent  was  by  Farmer,  who  came,  as 
h'*  pretended,  on  his  owm  cuiiouty,  to  fee  the  lell  of 
the  poem  called  Afi  Efay  on  Woman,  having  leeii 
fome  part  of  it  in  the  hands  of  Jennings,  which  Jen¬ 
nings,  he  faid,  told  him  he  had  from  the  houle  of 
the  laid  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  that  this  deponent  w-ould  not 
then  lliew  Farmer  any  thing  ;  that  a  few  nights  after 
Farmer  called  again  on  this  deponent  ;  tliat  they  re¬ 
tired  to  St.  John’s  Gate  coffee-houfe  ;  that  Farmer 
repeated  he  had  fome  parts  in  black  ;  that  tins  de¬ 
ponent  then  laid  to  Farmer,  that  no  poetry  had  been 
done  in  lih.ck  at  the  la.d  Mr.  Wilkes's,  and  there¬ 
fore  "Dennings  mult  have  come  i'»y  thefe  verfes  at  fome 
other  houle?  the  parts:  of  the  EjJaych  Woman  being  in 
red,  which  this  deponcMt  faid  to  eviulc,  although 
the  proofs  were  in  black  ;  that  Farnr-r  told  this  de¬ 
ponent  he  wanted  it  to  (ddige  a  Roman  Catholic 
gentleman,  raid  tl.at  he  would  give  two  gnintas,  or 
any  thing,  to  get  it,  that  he  nk'.fnally  laid  dowm  two 
crumeas,  which  this  deponent  rcd'nl'ed,  and  told  Far¬ 
mer  that  he  was  not  upon  an  hoiu  It  defign  ;  that  he 
could  not  conceive  for  what  reafon  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  ^entleinan,  par'cicularly,  Ihouid  offer  two  guineas, 
or  i?ny  fum,  for  what  r ''rmei  m...lt  know  was  not  from 
the  quantity  -worth  fiic-pcnce  ;  that  thisdeponent  then 
paid  for  tlie  pint  of  beer  before  him,  telling  Farmer 
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that  if  he  would  call  the  Sunday  morning  following, 
tins  deponent  would  fpeak  to  the  purpole,  and  then 
cjuitted  the  houle  j  that  this  deponent  then  difcover- 
ed  the  aflaii  to  a  friend,  and  when  Farmer  came  to 
this  deponent  on  the  Sunday,  this  deponent  told  him 
that  he  had  deftroyed  the  copy,  and  that  he  hoped 
that  would  end  any  further  vifit  on  that  head  ;  that’ 
the  next  day  this  deponent  waited  on  Mr.  Churchill, 
that  this  deponent  afked  him  if  any  harm  could  come 
to  Mr.  Wilkes,  or  this  deponent,  for  the  EJfay  on 
Woman  ;  that  Mr.  Churchill  faid  there  could  not, 
but  for  any  thing  the  people  in  power  could  do  they 
might  be  damn  d  j  that  however  lie  would  wTite  to 
Mr.  Wilkes,  who  was  then^ in' France.  That  the 
next  application  was  by  Hailell,  the  overfeer  of  Mr. 
Faden,  who  defired  this  deponent  would  go  to  the 
Globe  Tavern,  as  Mr.  Faden  wanted  tofpeak  tothis 
deponent  on  fome  bufinefs  5  that  this  deponent  ac¬ 
cordingly  went  5  that  when  Faden  and  this  deponent 
w-ere  alone,  Faden  informed  him,  that  Farmer  had 
given  him  a  few  pages  of  an  EJfay  on  Woman,  which 
the  faid  Faden  had  fliewn  to  a  clergyman,  and  that 
clergyman  to  a  nobleman,  and  that’if  this  deponent 
would  oblige  him  with  a  copy  of  the  whole  for  that 
nobleman,  he  would  be  this  deponent’s  friend  j  and 
was  pofitiV'e,  that  the  perfon,  as  he  was  in  power, 
would  make  an  ample  provifion  for  him  this  depo¬ 
nent  y  that  this  deponent  pretended  ignorance  of  the 
w'ho’.e  at  this  meeting  5  that  another  meeting  was 
focn  after  had  wdth  the  f lid  Faden  at  the  faid  Globe 
Favern  ;  that  the  faid  Faden  promifed  this  depo¬ 
nent  he  Ihould  be  taken  care  of,  and  if  he  would  give 
the  faid  Faden  a  copy  of  the  EJfay  on  Wo?nan,  this^de- 
ponent  might  have  anyfum  lie  named,  or  any  place 
he  fliould  name,  wdiich  it  was  in  their  power  to  get  j 
that  feveral  other  meetings  were  had  between  the  faid 
Faden  and  this  deponent  j  that  the  fame  offers  were 
repeated,  and  ten,  twenty,  a  hundred  guineas,  or 
any  fum,  w^ould  be  given  as  a  fecurity  that  the  copy 
hiould  be  returned.  That  Mr.  Wilkes  Avas  all  this 
time  in  France  j  that  there  was  a  Itrong  report  that 


(  245  ) 

Mr.  Witkes  intended  to  profecute  this  deponent  for 
felony,  in  having  itoieii  a  copy  of  the  ED'ay  on 
7na7i)  that  this  deponent  applied  to  fee  ivir.  Wilkes 
on  his  return  from  France,  and  was  refufed  by  his 
fervant;  tnat  foon  after  the  applications  to  this  de^ 
ponent  were  renewed  by  the  faid  Faden  and  the  laid 
Haffel  j  that  he  was  deiired  to  name  any  lum  ;  that 
he  might  depend  on  being  fupported  from  any  in¬ 
jury  he  might  apprehend,  and  finnly  rely  on  being 
protedled  by  thole  in  power  ;  that  otherwife  he 
might  be  profecuted  for  having  printeil  the  copy  ; 
that  afterwards  the  reports  of  this  deponent’s  being 
to  be  pi'olecuted  by  Mr.  Wilkes  tor  felony  gaining 
ground,  this  deponent  in  a  pafTion  went  to  the  laid 
GlobeTavern,  lent  for  the  faid  Faden,  andgavehim 
the  copy,  faying,  he  hoped  that  he  Hiould  be  taken 
care  of,  as  he  found  he  was  not  fife  either  in  keeping 
or  deltroying  tiiecopy  5  thatthe  faid  Fadenthen  gave 
him  five  guineas  as  a  fecurity  to  return  him  the  copy, 
and  promifedhim  protec^fion  ;  that  thisdeponent  went 
with  the  faid  Faden  on  the  lame  evening  to  thehoufe 
of  Philip  Carteret  Webb,  Elq;  Solicitor  to  the 
Freafury,  in  Cjieat  Qneen-ftreet,  wheie  was  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Kidgel  5  that  the  faid  Webb  bid  this  depo¬ 
nent  be  eafy,  for  that  he  fhould  be  provided  for  ; 
that  this  deponent  afterwards  for  feveral  weeks  lodged 
and  boarded  in  tlie  faid  Webb’s  hoiife  5  that  this  de¬ 
ponent  was  often  told  by  the  faid  Webb  that  govern- 
men  would  take  cai  e  of  him,  if  he  would  give  evi¬ 
dence  on  the  trials  againll  Mr.  Wilkes  j  that  he  muft 
remain  Haunch,  and  that  directions,  as  to  what 
this  deponent  flionld  fay  'on  the  trials,  were  given 
him  by  the  faid  y/tbb  ;  that  a  few  days  before  the 
lueeting  of  the  parliament,  the  faid  JVebb  bid  the 
faid  Faden  take  this  deponent  out  of  town  ;  that  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  faitl  Faden  and  this  deponent  went  firft 
to  Hounllow,  then  to  Hampton  Court,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  Knightfbridge,  till  the  time  the  houfe  fat, 
when  they  went  to  the  Horn  Tavern,  Wcltminlter, 
whej-e  were  the  faid  IVebh  and  Kidgell,  and  from 
thence  to  give  evidence  befCre  the  Houle  of  Lords ; 
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t)nt  the  raid  IFebb  a  few  days  afterwards  carried  this 
{leponent  to  the  £<2;-/  cf  Sand^ivich,  who  was- then 
Secretary  of  State  5  that  his  Lordthip  faid  to  this  de¬ 
ponent,  you  have  laved  the  nation,  and  you  may 
depend  on  any  thing  that  is  in  my  power  5  that  this 
xleponent  laid  he  was  without  money  5  to  which  liis 
I.ordihip  replied,  he  mult  nothearthat  ;  that  the  htid 
U"ebb  added,  you  )iad  no  occalion  to  mention  that  ; 
that  at  the  bottom  cf  his  Lordlliip’s  Hairs,  the  hiid 
Webb  ordered  tliis  deponent  to  go  to  Mr.  Carring¬ 
ton,  one  ol  the  King’s  MelTengei  s  ;  that  this  depo¬ 
nent  accordingly  went  to  the  faid  Carrington’s,  wdto 
o-ave  him  a  guinea  and  a  half,  for  w^hich  this  depo¬ 
nent  gave  a  receipt  in  thefe  words, /or  fnbfijiance, 
for  ^vhich  I  bs  accountabls,  or  tothatefteft  j  that 
the  fame  pa^onent  of  a  guinea  and  a  halt  was  conti¬ 
nued  for  about  twenty  five  weeks  by  the  faid  Carring' 
ton  ;  that  the  faid  Carrington  laid  the  reafon  w^hy  he 
took  the  receipts  was,  that  he  was  anfwerable  to  the 
Government  for  that  moneys  that  this  deponentivas 
alfured  by  the  faid  Webb,  from  time  to  time,  that  he 
lliould  be  amply  provided  for  ;  that  this  deponent 

was  afterw^ards  employed  by  tne  laid  Weob,  tocorn- 

promife  the  verdi^s  wdth  the  other  printers,  vvhich 
this  deponent  did  with  the  other  printers  at  the  fum 
of  one  Imndred  and  twenty  pounds  each  ^  that^this 
deponent  had  received  nothing fi  oin  the  faid  Cai  1  mg- 
Ton  for  fome  time  before  the  verdicds  w'ere  compro- 
miled  ;  that  he  received  for  his  owm.  frare  two  , hun¬ 
dred  aiid  thirty  three  pounds  fx  lliillings  and  eight- 
pence,  which  the  faid  IVebb  declared  was  for  the  trou¬ 
ble  and  fatisfiCtion  for  whathad  been  done;  that  then 
this  deponent  fnding  there  was  no  more  money 
coming  from  the  laid  Carrington,  and  his  life  being 
maile  very  unealy  to  him  at  London,  retired  into  the 

MICHAEL  CURRY. 


Sworn  at  the  Maiifion  Houfe, 
in  London,  the  3d  of  Augull, 

1768,  before  ^ 

THOMAS  HARLEY,  Mapr, 


'•-V...  -  ■  ■  C'  ■  ■■■■ 

^  ^  w.-'-  \  V , IV v-A'.  i4 -a- .*« , 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

’  N°  XLV.  *  Saturday,  April  23,  1763. 

follonxjirjg  ad'vcrtifcment  appeared  in  all  the  papers 
cn  the  lyh  of  ApriU 


The  North  Briton  makes  his  appeal 
to  the  good  fenfe,  and  to  the  candour  of 
the  English  nation.  In  the  prefent  unfettled 
and  fluctuating  ftate  of  the  adminiji ration^  he  is 
really  fearful  of  falling  into  involuntary  errors, 
and  he  does  not  wilh  to  miflead.  All  his  rea- 
fonings  have  been  built  on  the  flrong/oundation 
o^fa^s ;  and  he  is  not  yet  informed  of  the  whole 
interiour  flate  of  government  with  fuch  minute 
precijiony  as  now  to  venture  the  fubmitting  his 
crude  ideas  of  the  prefent  political  crifis  to  the 
difcerning  and  impartial  public.  The  Scottish 
minifter  has  indeed  retired.  Is  ms  influence  at 
an  end?  or  does  he  flill  govern  by  the  f  three 
wretched  tools  of  his  power,  who,  to  their  inde¬ 
lible  infamy,  have  fupported  the  mofl;  odious  of 
his  meafures,  the  late  ignominious  Peace,  and  the 
wicked  extenfion  of  the  arbitrary  mode  of  Excife? 

*  The  paTages  included  within  the  inverted  commas  are 
the  only  palTages  to  which  any  obje£Hon  is  made  in  the  in¬ 
formation  filed  in  the  King  i-Bench  by  the  Attorney  Gene~ 
ral  againft  the  publifher,  Mr.  George  Kearjly. 

•f  The  earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax,  and  C,  Grenville,  E(cj_j 


a 
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The  North  Briton  has  been  fteady  in  liis  op- 
pofition  to  a  Jinglcy  infolent,  incapable,  defpo- 
tic  minifter ;  and  is  equally  ready,  in  the  fervice 
©f  his  country,  to  combat  the  triple-headed,  Cer- 
herean  adminiftralion,  if  the  Scot  is  to  alTume 
that  motly  form.  By  him  every  arrangement  to 
this  hour  has  .been  made,  and  the  notification  has 
been  as  regularly  fent  by  letter  under  his  Hand* 
It  therefore  feems  clear  to  a  demonfiration,  that 
HE  intends  only  to  retire  into  that  fituation,  which 
HE  held  before  he  fir  ft  took  the  feals ;  I  mean 
the  di(5lating  to  every  part  of  the  king’s  admini- 
ftration.  The  North  Briton  defires  to  be  un- 
derftood,  as  having  pledged  himfelf  a  firm  and 
intrepid  aflertor  of  the  rights  of  his  fellow-fub- 
jeils,  and  of  the  liberties  of  Whigs  and  Eng¬ 
lishmen. 


Genus  OR  AT  iQNis  &  •vebmens,  cui  kmtatis 

.  &  manjuetudinis .  Cicero. 


^  R  ^  id  E  King's  Speech  has  always  been  con- 
^  fidered  by  the  Icgiflature,  and  by  the 
“  public  at  large,  as  the  Speech  of  the  Minifler* 


*  Anno  14  G.  II.  1740.  Duke  of  Argyle. 

‘Tkc  Ktrg's  Speech  :s  alivays,  in  this  Hofe,  confdered  as  the 
.Speech  of  the  Minijlen,  Lords  Debates,  vol,  7.  p-  413. 
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It  has  regularly,  at  the  beginning  of  every  feffion 
of  parliament,  been  referred  by  both  houfes  to  the 
**  confideration  of  a  committee,  and  has  been  ge- 
“  nerally  canvaffed  with  the  utmoft  freedom,  when 
“  the  minifter  of  the  crown  has  been  obnoxious 
**  to  the  nation.  The  minifters  of  this  free  coun- 
“  try,  confcious  of  the  undoubted  privileges  of 
“  fo  fpirited  a  people,  and  with  the  terrors  of  par- 
liament  before  their  eyes,  have  ever  been  cau- 
“  tious,  no  lefs  with  regard  to  the  matter,  than 


Lord  Carteret. 

When  •we  take  bis  Majejly' s  Speech  into  confideration,  though 
Kve  have  heard  it  from  bis  erzun  mouth,  yet  ive  do  not  confidcr  it 
as  his  Majejiy' i  fpeech,  but  as  the  jpeech  of  bis  Minijlers.  p.  425. 

Anno  7  Geo.  II.  1733.  Mr.  Shippen. 

I  believe  it  has  al’ivay:  been  granted,  that  the  fpeechts  from  the 
throne  are  the  ccmpofitions  of  minifters  of  fate’,  upon  that  (uppoji- 
tion  ’we  have  ahvays  thought  ourfelves  at  liberty  to  examine  every 
prepofttion  contained  in  them  j  even  ivithout  doors  people  are  pretty 
free  in  their  remarks  upon  them  :  I  believe  no  Gentleman  here  is  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  reception  the  Jpeteh  from  the  T'hrone,  at  the  cloje 
of  laji  Jeffion,  met  •with  from  the  nation  in  general.  Commons 
Debates,  vol.  8.  page  5. 

Anno  13  Geo.  II.  1739.  Mr.  Pultcney,  now  Earl  of  Bath. 

Ilis  P’fajfty  mentions  heats  and  animofities.  Sir,  I  don't  know 
who  drew  up  this  fpeech  }  but  whoever  be  nvas,  he  fhould  have 
(pared  that  exprejfion  :  I  wifh  he  had  drawn  a  veil  over  the  heats 
and  animofities  that  muft  be  o'wned  once  jubffted  upon  this  head  ) 
for  I  AM  SURE  NONE  NOW  SUBSIST,  Vol.  II.  p.  96. 
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“  to  the  expreffions,  of  fpeeches^  which  they  have 
“  advifed  the  fovereign  to  make  from  the  throne, 
“  at  the  opening  of  each  feffion.  They  well  knew 
than  an  *  honed  houfe  of  parliament,  true  to 
‘‘  their  trud,  could  not  fail  to  deted  the  fallaci- 
ous  arts,  or  to  remondrate  againd  the  daring 
“  aids  of  violence,  committed  by  any  minider. 
“  The  Speech  at  the  clofe  of  the  fedion  has  ever 
“  been  confidered  as  the  mod  fecure  method  of 
“  promulgating  the  favourite  court  creed  among 
the  vulgar ;  becaufe  the  parliament,  which  is 
“  the  conditutional  guardian  of  the  liberties  of 
“  the  people,  has  in  this  cafe  no  opportunity  of 
“  remondrating,  or  of  impeaching  any  wicked 
“  fervant  of  the  crown. 

“  This  week  has  given  the  public  the  mod  a- 

«  _  « 

“  bandoned  indance  of  miniderial  effrontery  ever 

attempted  to  be  impofed  on  mankind.  The 

minijter's  fpeech  of  lad  Tuefday,  is  not  to  be  pa- 

ralleled  in  the  annals  of  this  country.  I  am  in 


*  The  HouTe  of  Commons  in  1715  exhibited,  ArUcle%  of 
Impeachment  of  high  treafon,  and  other  high  crimes  and  mefdcmea- 
hors  againf  Kohext  Earl  Oxford,  and  Earl  Mortimer, 
Article  15.  is  for  halving  corrupted  the  facred  fountain  of  truthy 
and  put  filfehoods  into  the  mouth  of  Majefy,  in  Jeveral  fpeeches 
made  to  parliament.  Vide  Vol.  Ill,  dind  yournals  of  the  Houfe 
cf  Commons j  vol,  18,  p,  214, 
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doubt  whether  the  impofition  is  greater  on  the 
“  fovereign,  or  on  the  nation.  Every  friend  of 
“  his  country  murt:  lament  that  a  prince  of  fo 
“  many  great  and  amiable  qualities,  whom  Eng- 
“  land  truly  reveres,  can  be  brought  to  give  the 
‘‘  fanftion  of  his  facred  name  to  the  nioft  odious 
“  meafures,  and  to  the  moft  unjuftifable,  public 
“  declarations,  from  a  throne  ever  renowned  for 
“  truth,  honour,  and  unfullied  virtue.”  1  am 
fure,  all  foreigners,  efpecially  the  king  of  Pruffia^ 
will  hold  the  miniiler  in  contempt  and  abhorrence. 
He  has  made  our  fovereign  declare.  My  cxpcita^ 
tions  ha^je  been  fully  avfvecred  by  the  happy  rffc^s 
flitch  the  feveral  allies  of  my  cro-wn  ha-ve  derhved 
from  this  falutary  mcafure  of  tlie  definitive  Treaty. 

powers  at  ^'ith  my  ^ood  hr  ether,  the  King  of 
PriiJJia,  ha've  been  induced  to  agree  to  fuch  ter7ns  of 
accoin?nodation,  as  that  great  prince  has  appro'ved 
and  the  Juccefs  njuhich  has  attended  my  negotiation,  has 
necejfarily  and  immediately  dijfufed  the  hlejfngs  of 
peace  through  every  part  of  Europe,  The  infauiOus 
fallacy  of  this  whole  fentence  is  apparent  to  all 
mankind  :  for  it  is  known,  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  did  not  barely  a;.prove,  but  abfoliitely  dic¬ 
tated,  as  conqueror,  every  article  of  the  terms  of 
peace.  No  advantage  of  any  kind  has  accrued 
to  that  magnanimous  prince  from  cur  negociationy 
^t  he  was  bafely  deferted  by  the  Scottijh  prime-^ 
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« 

jninider  of  England,  He  was  known  by  every 
court  in  Europe  to  be  fcarcely  on  better  terms  of 
friendfhip  here,  than  at  Vienna  ;  and  he  was  be¬ 
trayed  by  us  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  What  a 
Erain  of  infolence,  therefore,  is  it  in  a  minifter 
to  lay  claim  to  what  he  is  confcious  all  his  ef¬ 
forts  tended  to  prevent,  and  meanly  to  arrogate 
to  himfelf  a  fhare  in  the  fame  and  glory  of  one 
of  the  greatefl  princes  the  world  has  ever  feen  f 
The  king  of  PriiJJia,  however,  has  glorioully 
kept  all  his  former  conquefs,  and  ftipulated  fecu- 
rity  for  all  his  allies,  even  for  the  eleSior  of  Ha-- 
no^ver,  I  know  in  what  light  this  great  prince  is 
confidered  in  Europe,  and  in  what  manner  he  has 
been  treated  here;  among  other  reafons,  per¬ 
haps,  from  fome  contemptuous  expreffions  ’'he 
may  have  ufed  of  the  Scot :  expreffions  which 
are  every  day  ecchoed  by  the  whole  body  of  Eng- 
lifjnen  through  the  fouthern  part  of  this  idand. 

The  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace  were  fuch  as 
have  drawn  the  contempt  of  mankind  on  our 
wretched  negotiators.  All  our  mod  valuable 
conqueils  were  agreed  to  be  redored,  and  the 
Eafi- India  company  would  have  been  infallibly 
ruined  by  a  finale  article  of  this  fallacious  and 

•  o 

baneful  neo-otiation.  No  hireling  of  the  mini- 
fter  has  been  hardy  enough  to  difpute  this ;  yet 
the  miniuer  himfelf  has  made  our  fovereign  de- 


THE  NORTH  BRITON. 


7 


N'’  45- 

dare,  the fatisfadion  ^hich  he  felt  at  the  approach¬ 
ing  re-efiablijhrnent  of  peace  upon  conditions  fo  honour¬ 
able  to  his  cro^dun,  and  Jo  benefcial  to  his  people.  As 
to  the  entire  approbation  of  parliament,  which  is  fo 
vainly  boailed  of,  the  world  knows  how  that  was 
obtained.  The  large  debt  on  the  ClVtl  Lift,  al¬ 
ready  above  half  a  year  in  anear,  fhews  pretty 
clearly  the  tranfadions  of  the  winter.  It  is, 
however,  remarkable,  that  the  rainiiler’s  fpeech 
dwells  on  the  entire  approbation  given  by  parlia¬ 
ment  to  the  Preliminary  Articlesy  whiclvl  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  he  mull  by  this  time  be  alhamed  of; 
for  he  has  been  brought  to  confefs  the  total  want 
of  that  knowledge,  accuracy,  and  precifion,  by 
which  fuch  immenfe  advantages  both  of  trade 
and  territory,  were  facrificed  to  our  inveterate 
enemies.  Thefe  grofs  blunders  are,  indeed,  in. 
fome  meafure  fet  right  by  the  Definitive  Treaty  ; 
yet,  the  moll  important  articles,  relative  to  cef- 
fionsy  ccmmerccy  and  the  Fis h ER y,  remain  as  they 
were,  with  refped  to  the  French,  The  proud  and 
feeble  Spaniard  too  does  not  renounce,  but  only 
DESISTS  from  all  pretenfionSy  vuhich  he  may  have 
formed,  to  the  right  of  Fi/Ang- — w'hcre  ?  only  a- 

•  lout  the  ifand  of  Newfoundland — till  a  fa- 

•  vourable  opportunity  arifes  of  infijling  on  it, 
there,  as  vjcll  as  dfcvjhcrc. 

a  4 
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“  The  minifter  cannot  forbear,  even  in  the 
“  Kings  Speech  y  inful  ting  us  with  a  dull  repeti- 
tion  of  the  word  ceconomy.  I  did  not  expert 
“  fo  foon  to  have  feen  that  word  again,  after  it 
‘‘  had  been  fo  lately  exploded,  and  more  than 
“  once,  by  a  moft  numerous  audience,  hijjed  off 
“  the  ftage  of  our  Englijh  theatres.  It  is  held 
“  in  derilion  by  the  <voice  of  the  peopUy  and  every 
tongue  loudly  proclaims  the  univerfal  con- 
“  tempt,  in  which  thefe  empty  profeffions  are 
“  held  by  this  nation.  Let  the  public  be  in- 
“  formed  ©f  a  fingle  inllance  of  ceconomy,  except 
indeed  in  the  houfhold.”  Is  a  regiment,  which 
was  compleated  as  to  its  compliment  of  officers 
on  the  fue/day,  and  broke  on  the  Thurfday,  a* 
proof  of  ceconomy  ?  Is  the  pay  of  the  Scottijh 
Mafter  Elliot  to  be  voted  by  an  E?iglijh  parlia¬ 
ment,  under  the  head  of  ceconomy  ?  Is  this,  among 
a  thoufand  others,  one  of  the  convincing  proofs 
of  a  fren  rejolution  to  form  go^vernment  on  a  pla?i 
of  ftrid  ceconomy  ?  Is  it  not  notorious,  that  in  the 
rcdudion  of  the  army,  not  the  leall  attention 
has  been  paid  to  it.  IVlany  unneceffiary  expences 
have  been  incurred,  only  to  encreafe  the  power 
of  the  crown,  that  is,  to  create  more  lucrative 
jobs  for  the  creatures  of  the  miniiter?  The  ftajf 
indeed  is  broke,  but  the  difeerning  part  of  man- 
kina  immediately  comprehended  the  mean  fub- 
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terfuge,  and  refented  the  indignity  put  upon  To 
brave  an  officer,  as  marflial  Ligonier.  That  dep 
was  taken  to  give  the  whole  power  of  the  army 
to  the  crown,  that  is,  to  the  minifter.  Lord 
Ligouicf  is  now  no  longer  at  the  head  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  but  lord  Bute  in  effe^  is :  I  mean  that 
every  preferment  given  by  the  crown  will  be 
found  dill  to  be  obtained  by  his  enormous  in- 
duence,  and  to  be  bedowed  only  on  the  creatures 
of  the  Scottijh  fadion.  The  nation  is  dill  in  the 
fame  deplorable  date,  while  he  governs,  and  can 
make  the  tools  of  his  power  purfue  the  fame  o- 
dious  meafures.  Such  a  retreat,  as  he  intends, 
can  only  mean  that  perfonal  indemnity,  which, 

I  hope,  guilt  will  never  find  from  an  injured  na¬ 
tion.  The  negotiations  of  the  late  inglorious 
peace,  and  the  excije,  will  haunt  him,  wherever 
be  goes,  and  the  terrors  of  the  jud  refentment, 
which  he  mud  be  to  meet  from  a  brave  and  in- 
fulted  people,  and  which  mud  finally  crulh  him, 
will  be  for  ever  before  his  eyes. 

“  In  vain  will  fuch  a  minider,  or  the  foul  dregs 
“  of  his  power,  the  tools  of  corruption  and  def- 
“  potifm,  preach  up  in  the  fpecch  that^/r/V  of  con- 
“  cord,  and  that  obedience  to  the  la^s,  nsjhich  is  ef- 
“  fential  to  good  order.  They  have  fent  the  /pit  it 
<<  of  dif cord  through  the  land,  and  1  will  prophecy. 
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“  that  it  will  never  be  extinguilhed,  but  by  the 
extindlion  of  their  power.  Is  the  JpiY'it  oj'  con— 
“  cord  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  Peace  and 
Excise  thro’  this  nation  ?  Is  it  to  be  expeded 
between  an  infolent  Exciseman,  ' and  a  peer^ 
“  gentleman^  freeholder,  or  farmer,  whofe  private 
“  houfes  are  now  made  liable  to  be  entered  and 
“  fearchedatpleafare?  GlouceferJhzre,Hsreford/hirs, 
‘‘  and  in  general  all  the  counties,  are  not  fure- 
“  ly  they9a;fr^/counties  which  are  alluded  to  in  the 
“  fpeech,  'Thefpirk  of  concord  not  gone  forth 
“  among  them  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  liberty  has,  and 
“  a  noble  oppofition  has  been  given  to  the  wicked 
“  inftruments  of  oppreTion.  A  nation  as  fenfible 
as  the  Englijh,  will  fee  that  a  fpirit  of  concord, 
“  when  they  are  oppreiTed,  means  a  tame  fubmif- 
“  lion  to  injury,  and  that  a  fpirit  of  liberty  ought 
“  then  to  arife,  and  I  am  fure  ever  will,  in  pro- 
“  portion  to  the  weight  of  the  grievance  they  feel, 

“  E'very  legal  attempt  of  a  contrary  tendency  to  the 
“  fpirit  of  co72cord  will  be  deemed  a  juhiliable  re- 
“  finance,  warranted  by  the  jphit  of  the  Englift? 

“  confitution, 

“  A  delpotic  miniiler  will  always  endeavour  to 
“  dazzle  his  prince  with  high  flown  ideas  of  the 
prerogati've  and  honour  of  the  crouen,  which  the 
miniiler  will  make  a-  parade  of  frmiy  niaititaift- 
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“  ing.  I  wilE  as  much  as  any  man  in  the  king^ 

“  dom  to  fee  the  honour  of  the  cro^n  maintained  m 
“  a  manner  truly  becoming  Royalty.  I  lament  to 
“  fee  it  funk  even  to  proilitution.  What  a  (hame 
“  was  it  to  fee  the  fecurity  of  this  country,  m 
“  point  of  military  force,  complimented  away, 

“  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Royalty  itfelf,  and 
facrificed  to  the  prejudices  and  to  the  ignorance 
**  of  a  fet  of  people,  the  moil  unfit  from  every 
confideration  to  be  confulted  on  a  matter  rela-  * 
“  tive  to  the  fecurity  of  the  hoiifc  of  Hanover  f  I 
wifli  to  fee  the  honour  of  the  cronxn  religioufly  af- 
ferted  with  regard  to  our  allies,  and  the  dignity 
of  it  fcrupulouily  maintained  with  regard  to  fo¬ 
reign  princes.  Is  it  poffible  fuch  an  indignity 
can  have  happened,  fuch  a  facrifice  the  honour 
of  the  crenjon  of  England y  as  that  a  miniiler  (hould 
already  have  kiffed  his  majeily’s  hand  on  being 
appointed  to  the  moll  infolcnt  and  ungrateful 
court  in  the  world,  without  a  previous  affurance 
of  that  reciprocal  nomination  which  the  meanell 
court  in  Europe  would  infill  upon,  before  flie 
proceeded  to  an  ad  otherwife  fo  derogatory  to  her 
honour?  Elu^icral  Policy  has  ever  been  obfe- 
quious  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  forgets  the  in- 
folerice  with  which  count  Colloredo  left  England. 
Upon  a  principle  of  dignity  and  oeconemy,  lord 
Slormint,  a  Secitifi  pcci  of  the  loyal  houfe  of 
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Murray,  ki/Ted  his  majefly’s  hand,  I  think,  on 
Wednefday  in  the  Eajier  Week  ;  but  this  igno¬ 
minious  aa  has  not  yet  difgraced  the  nation 
in  the  London  Gazette.  The  miniftry  are  not 
alhamed  of  doing  the  thing  in  private ;  they 
are  only  afraid  of  the  publication.  Was  it  a 
tender  regard  for  the  honour  of  the  late  kin-r, 
or  of  his  prefent  majelly,  that  invited  to  court 
lord  George  Sdck-ville,  in  thefe  fi-Jl  days  of  Peace 
to  lhare  in  the  general  fatisfaRion,  which  ail 
good  courtiers  received  in  the  indignity  offered 
to  lord  Ligonier,  and  on  the  advancement  of  —  ? 
Was  this  to  fhew  princely  gratitude  to  tlie  eminent 
ervices  of  the  accomplifhed  genera]  of  the  houfe 
of  Brun/znic,  who  has  had  fo  great  a  ftare  in  re- 
fcuing  Europe  from  the  yoke  of  Prance ;  and  whofe 
nephew  we  hope  foon  to  fee  made  happy  in  the 
poffelnon  of  the  moft  amiable  princefs  in  the  world  ? 
Or,  IS  it  meant  to  affert  the  honour  of  the  cronssn 
only  againll  the  united  wilhes  of  a  loyal  and  affec¬ 
tionate  people,  founded  in  a  happy  experience  of 
the  talents,  ability,  integrity,  and  virtue  of  thoff, 
who  have  had  the  glory  of  redeeming  their  coun¬ 
try  frt.m  bondage  and  ruin,  in  order  to  fupporr, 
by  every  art  of  corruption  and  intimidation,  a 
weak,  disjointed,  incapable  fet  of  —  I  will  call 
them  any  thing  but  minifers  ~  by  whom  die 
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Favourite  ftill  meditates  to  rule  this  kingdom  with 
a  rod  of  iron. 

The  Stuart  line  has  ever  been  intoxicated  with 
the  llavifh  do^ftrines  of  the  abfolute,  independent, 
unlimitted oi  the  crown.  Some  of  that  line 
were  fo  weakly  advifed,  as  to  endeavour  to  reduce 
them  into  praftice  :  but  the  Englijh  nation  was  too' 
fpirited  to  fuifer  the  leafl;  encroachment  on  the 
ancient  liberties  of  this  kingdom.  “  T\\t  King  of 
England  is  only  the  *  firfl:  magiArate  of  this 
“  country ;  but  is  invelled  by  law  with  the 
whole  executive  power.  He  is,  however,  re- 
‘‘  fponfible  to  his  people  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  royal  funftions,  in  the  choice  of  miniAers, 
‘‘  equally  with  the  meaneA  of  his  fubjefls  in 
“  his  particular  duty.”  The  perfonal  charader 
of  our  piefent  amiable  fovereign  makes  us  eafy 
and  happy  that  fo  great  a  power  is  lodged  in  fuch 
hands;  but  the  ha's  given  too  ju  A  caufe 

for  him  to  efcape  the  general  odium.  The  pre¬ 
rogative  of  the  crown  is  to  exert  the  conAitu- 
tional  powers  entrufted  to  it  in  a  way,  not  of 

t 
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*  In  the  firft  fpecch  of  James  I.  to  his  Ertgllfh  parliarrient, 
March  22,  1603,  are  the  following  words,  That  I  am  a 
SERVANT  is  moji  true  —  I  ivUl  never  be  ajhamed  to  confejs  it 
My  principal  honour,  to  be  the  GREAT  SERVANT  of  the 
commonvoeahh.  Journals  of  the  Heufe  of  Commons,  Vol.  I. 
p.  145. 
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blind  favour  and  partiality,  but  of  wifdom  and 
judgment.  This  is  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution. 
The  people  too  have  their  prerogative,  and,  I 
hope,  the  fine  words  of  Dryden  will  be  engra¬ 
ven  on  our  hearts, 

Freedom  is  the  Etiglijh  fubjed's  Prerogative. 


To  the  NORTH  BRITON. 

S  I  R, 

*  Pleafe  to  flate  the  following  fafl,  which  is  of  a 
nature  almoft  entirely  new,  and  I  will  foon 
trouble  you  with  my  obfervations  on  fo  remark¬ 
able  a  proceeding. 

T.  S, 

By  the  Right  Hon.  WELBORE  ELLIS. 
His  Majejiy* s  Secretary  at  War. 

HAving  received  his  Majefly’s  commands,  ,do 
hereby  difcharge  Anthony  Nichols, 
a  private  man,  from  the  Coldftream  regiment  of 
foot-guards,  commanded  by  General  James  Lord 
Tyrawley,  from  any  further  fervice  in  the  fame 
regiment. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  feal,  at  the  War- 
Office,  this  26th  day  of  March  1763. 

W.  ELLIS. 

^0  all  his  Majejly’s  officers,  ci<vil  and 
military,  nvhcm  it  may  concern. 


•:v 
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By  the  Articles  of  War,  Sefl.  3.  Art.  2. 
After  a  non-ccmmijjioned  ojficer,  or  foldier,  jhall  ha^ve 
been  duly  enlifed,  and  f^orn,  he  Jhall  not  be  dif- 
viijfed  our  fer-uice,  without  a  dijcharge  in  writing  , 
and  no  difcharge  granted  to  him  Jhall  he  allo^ved  of 
as  fujfcient,  nvhich  is  not fgned  by  a  Field-0 ficer  of 
the  Regiment  into  nxhich  he  njjas  enlifed\  or  com- 
manding  officer,  nx)here  no  Field  Officer  of  the  regiment 

is  in  Great  Britain. 

Ouere.  Is  the  Secretary  at  War  a  Field  OlRcer? 
or  what  Officer  is  he  ? 
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